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Art. I. The Firft Part of the Inftitutes of the Laws of England; or, 
a Commentary upon Littleton, not the Name of the Author on- 
ly, but of the Law itfelf. Authore Edwardo Coke, Milite. The 
thirteenth Edition. Alfo, three learned Tracts of the fame Au- 
thor: The firft, his Reading upon the 27th of Edward I. intitled 
De finibus Levatis ; the fecond, of Bail, and Mainprize; and, 
the third, his complete Copy holder. Together with the Treatife 
of the old Tenures. The whole revifed and corrected by Francis 
Hargrave, of Lincoln’s. Inn, Efqg. . With the Addition of various 
Readings of Littleton, from the more early Editions ; ‘and a Pre- 
face, Notes, and References, by the Editor. And alfo an Ana- 
lyfis of Littleton, written by an unknown Hand in 1658-9, but 
never publifhed. -fole stg numbers. Robinfon. 


HE public having called for a new edition of Sir Ed-« 

ward Coke’s Firft Inftitute, or Commentary upon Little- 
ton, the tafk was undertaken by Mr. Hargrave; and for fome 
time he has been ‘proceeding ~in its execution. Nineteen 
numbers of his publication have already made their anpear- 
ance; and it is to’be hoped, that the fequel of the work will 
gradually, and at due intervals, be prefented to the ftudents 
of the law. 

With regard to the text of Littleton and that of Coke, it 
is to be obferved, that Mr. Hargrave has been fingularly at- 
‘tentive to exhibit them, pure, genuine, and undifguifed. 
This was the proper province of an editor; and in this re- 
fpect his edition of the Firft Inftitute will be allowed to have 
very high merit. : 
But while he has fubmitted to the dull cares of an edi tor, 

he has afpired to the merit of a commentator; and his notes 
will be allowed to be not only oleful but even ingenious, and 
learned. Of thefe, it is the chief object, to confirm, to quef- 
tion, to contradict, and to illuftrate, the doctrines of his au- 
thors. * In this province a very full {cope is afforded for the 
Enc. Rey. Vol. LV. A exertions 

















2 Hargrave’s Commentary on Coke’s Inflitutes. 


exertions of ability and genius. It appears not, however, te 
us, that Mr. Hargrave has here been fufficiently fuccefsful. 
We are ready to acknowledge that he has done much; but a 
great deal more might have been atchieved. We mean not, 
however, to impute his deficiencies to any want of judg- 
ment, or capacity. For we are convinced, that he has abilt- 
ties for far more important exertions than thefe which he has 
here difplayed. It is our opinion, that the occupations of a 
laborious profeffion have not permitted him to apply fo in- 
tenfely as was neceflary, to the undertaking in which he had 
engaged. 

As the work of Littleton contains a complete fyftem of te- 
nures, it has occurred to us, that Mr. Hargrave in an intro- 
ductory differtation ought to have explained not only the ge- 
neral progrefs of feudality, but the effects produced upon 
manners, fociety, and government, by that condition of it 
which had taken place in the age of his author. An inquiry 
of this fort mene | have prepared the ftudent for entering up- 
on Littleton with enlargement ; and would have allured him 
to confider the law as an agreeable as well as an ufeful ftudy. 

This is a radical defe&t in the publication before us; and 
there is a defe&t which is ftill, if poffible, more furprizing. 
It is not in England only, that the feudal laws have run their 
career. Their march, operations, and revolutions, were alfo 
known in the other countries of Europe. Now, it was of 
confequence, the duty of Mr. Hargrave to have drawn an 
uniform comparifon between the feudal inftitutions of Eng- 
land, and thofe of other nations. He might thus have been 
enabled to throw the greateft light upon his author; and to 
have fcattered many flowers over the crabbed formality of le- 
gal inftitutions. The laws of the barbarous nations which 
rofe upon the ruins of the Roman empire might have been 
confulted by him with the greateft advantage ; and he might 
have derived the moft inftructive information from the cuf- 
toms of Normandy, and the capitularies of the Kings of 
France. 

It is likewife to be obje&ted to Mr. Hargrave, that he has 
not inquired fufficiently into the hiftory of England. For 
by digging in the mine of our older hiftorians, he would 


have found much matter from which to have illuftrated and 


adorned the more ancient jurifprudence of England. 


It is another moft effential obje€tion to our editor, that he | 
has uniformly avoided to examine the objects of legal refearch | g 
j Cc 
a a 

t 


by that fpirit of philofophy, which Baron Montefguieu had 
thehonourto apply firft to fiefs ; and in which he has been fol- 
lowed by feveral Scottifh authors. Mr. Hargrave is contented 
to act merely as a lawyer, while he fhould alfo have diftin- 
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guifhed himfelf as an antiquary, an hiftorian, and a philofo- 


her. 

“ Having offered thefe remarks, it is proper to lay before our 
readers a fpecimen of Mr. Hargrave’s annotations. On the 

fubje& of inheritance he gives the following note. 
© A hath iffue a fon and a daughter. The daughter marries B, and 
has iffee two daughters, A devifes to his fon; but if he die without 
iffue my land fhall go to my right heirs of my name and poflerity, 
and dies. The fon dies without iffue. Ruled, that the land /hall not go 
to the uncle, for though of his name, he is not heir, for the iffue of the 
daughter isheir, H.1t. Fac.C. B. Counder and Clerke, Mo. 863. 
and Hob. 29. Hal. MSS.—See the fame cafe in 1 Brownl. 129.— 
This cafe of Counder and Clerke is apparently cited by lord Hale in 
confirmation of lord Coke’s pofition as to the neceffity of being Aer ag, 
well as female in order to take by purcha/e under a limitation to the 
heir female; and it is obfervable, that there is not one word in lord 
Hale’s note intimating the leait difapprobation of the doétrine. How- 
ever, it fo happens, that in more modern times the propriety of this 
doctrine has been queftioned by very refpectable perfons, who have 
treated it as equally unfupported by reafon and authorities of law. 
But perhaps this cenfure of lord Coke may have been too hafty ; 
and it may be doubted, whether there is a paffage in all his works, 
more capable of ftanding the fevereft teit of modern criticifm. 
Therefore, the remainder of this note fhall be employed in the de- 
fence of lord Coke’s doctrine, and in explaining the qualifications 
with which it ought to be underftood; and for this purpofe it fhall 
be formally examined, firft as a reafonabie rule of conftruétion, and 
fecondly by the authorities and determined cafes. When land is 
given to the 4errs female of the body of one, either not having avy pre- 
ceding eftate, or not having a preceding eftate of freehold, the words 
cannot be conftrued as giving an inheritable quality to an eftate al- 
ready vefted and limiting the courfe of defcent, but neceffarily mutt 
operate on the firft taker as a defcriptio perfone and name of purcha/fe ; 
and lord Coke’s doctrine means nothing more, than that thofe claim- 
ing under fuch a defcription fhould fu//y anfwer to it, and confe- 
quently that fuch as have only Aa/f of the defcription fhould be ex- 
cluded. Now it is to be confidered, that the deicription confifts of 
two parts, ove requiring that the donee fhould be 4eir, the other that 
the donee fliould be female; and if being 4eir without being female 
will not give a title, why on the other hand fhould being fimale, 
without being alfo 4eir, be fufficient ? It is not a folid objection to 
lord Coke to fay, that his conftruction is ftrict, literal, and founded 
on a rigid adherence to the proper and technical fenfe of words; bee 
caufe it is reafonable to prefume in favour of the eftablifhed fenfe 
of all words, unlefs there are ot/er words or fome fpecial circum. 
ftances to fhew a differeut fenfe in the mind of the perfon ufing them, 
and lord Coke apparently intends to put a cafe, in which we/ther oc- 
cur. But it has been obferved, that where heirs female of the body 
are words of /imitation, a female may take by defcent as /pectal ber, 
though not 4eir general; and it is afked, why fhould not the fame 
perfon be equally capable of taking by parcha/e? This objection is 
A2 plauhble 
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plaufible, but not unanfwerable. Where Leirs female of the body are 
words of /imitation, they are neceflarily ufed to regulate the ieatding 
in a /pecial manner, which object of the doner cannot be attained 
without a continual exclufion of 4eirs general when they happen to 
be males; and this eftablifhment of a ew kind of heir {hip is a 
ground for prefuming that the doner by 4e/rs means, not thofe who 
are fo by the general law of defcent, but thofe who are fo according 
to the fpecial courfe of defcent he profeffes to introduce. But where 
heirs female are only words of purchafe, they are ufed to defcribe who 
fhall take the eftate at one particular time and in oze inance, and ef- 
tablifhing a ~ew courfe of fucceffion is not the object in view; and 
it not being fo, the ground of prefumption, which governs the for- 
mer cafe, is wanting. But it may be infifted, that, in the cafe. put 
by lord Coke, 4eirs femaie of the ‘he have a double effect, and atter 
operating as words of purcha/e, operate a fccond time as words of li- 
imitation, and being allowed to point at an 4eir /pecial in their latter 
application, ought to have the fame conftruction in the former ; for 
in /uch a cafe it would be ftrange to fuppote, that heirs female were 
ufed in two different fenfes. ‘This is refining on the objection made 
to lord Coke’s doctrine, and placing it in a ftronger light than it hi- 
therto appears to have been urged. But even in this fhape the ob- 
jection would not prove any thing abfurd in lord Coke’s general doc- 
trine, and would only fhew that he had chofen an improper example 
for its illuftration, and that he fhould have ftated a cafe in which 
heirs female can only operate as words of purcha/e, as where a gift is 


made fo the heirs female of the body of A and their heirs, or the heirs of 


their bodies. So much for the ropriety of lord Coke’s doétrine in- 
dependently of authorities ; but if itis compared with them, it will 
appear {till more defenfible, and by them it is even applied to the 
fame fort of cafe as is ftated by him. The neceflity of being adfually 
beir in the ftrict fenfe of the word, to take by purchafe under that 
defcription, appears by authorities of three kinds.—The firft order 
of cafes confiits of thofe, by which it has been fettled, that if land 
is given to A for life, with remainder to the 4ezrs or beirs of the hed; 
of B, and A dies before B, or B is attainted of felony and Postae J 
dies before A, the remainder becomes void. In the former cafe it is 
fo, becaufe B being living at the determination of the particular ef- 
tate, no perfon can then anfwer to the deicription of his heir, for zon 
eft heres viventis, In the latter cafe it is fo, becaufe B’s attainder, 
by corrupting his blood, prevents his having an heir. Now in doth 
thefe cafes there is as much reafon for departing from the rigid fenfe 
of the word 4eirs, and prefuming in favour of an 4eir apparent in the 
Jirft cafe, and of fuch perfon as would be heir it there was not an at- 

tainder in the /econd, as there is for prefuming in favour of an 4eir 
[pecial i in the cafe of a gift to the beirs female ; and yet the dottrine 
is fo fixed by authorities, that the judges of modern times have not 
yet deviated from it even in the cate of /af cvills; except when in- 
duced to adopt a lefs ftri& conftruétion by fome additional words 
ftrongly expreilive of uling heirs in a jpecial fenfe, as where land is 
devifed to the deir male of A now Levi, age See Poft 378. Hufley’s 
Cafe, Bro. Abr. Done 61. the cafe of James and Richardfon Pol- 
lexf. 
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Hargrave’s Commentary on Coke’s Infiitutes. S 
jJexf. 457. that of Burchett and Durdant 2 Ventr. 311. Darbifon 


and Beaumond in Vin. Abr. Dervife U. b. pl. 5. but more accu- 
yately int. DP. Wms, 229. and Fortefc. Rep. 18. and that of Frog- 
morton and Wharrey, Wilf. vol. 2. part 3. page 125. and 144. See 
further Vin. Abr. F< sarge A I.—Another feries of authorities, con- 
formable to lord Coke’s doctrine, confiits of cafes, in which it has 
been agreed, that where 4e‘r is a word of purchafe, the heir at come 
mon lazy fhall take Gavelkind or Bor ough E-nglifh land, unlefs the cu/- 
tomary heir is expre/i/y mentioned, though if ufed as a word of limita- 
tion, the cuffomary heir fhall take without being named. See Bro. 
Abr. Difcent 59. See alfo ante 10. a. and n, 4. there, and the cafe 
of Starkey and Starkey Trin. 19. G. 2. inthe Exch. 5. N. Abr. 
404. This rule in refpect to cufomary land is a very cogent argue 
ment for lord Coke in point of authority ;_ for the property, w hich 
is the fudye é? of the gift, furnifhes a very colourable pretence for pre- 
ferring the cuffomary heir, and the peculiar defcent of the land by 


force ot the cu/tom in the perfon who thus takes by purchafe is pre- 


cifely the fame fort of argument for the cx/omary heir, as thofe who 
differ from lord Coke draw from the fpecjal defcent by force of the 
gift where 4eirs Semale of the body are words of /imitation. On a nice 
compariion it will be found, that the analogy ‘between the cift of the 
cuftomary land to Aeirs, and the gift of common lacy land to heirs fee 
male of the body, is almoft perfect ; for in bial cafes the words ope- 
rate firft as words of purchafe and ‘then as words of dimitation; and 
as in the latter cafe the heir female by — mutt be the Aeir at 
common law, and the heir by de/cent mutt, a /pecial heir, accord- 
ing to the courfe of defcent prefcribed by ‘in donor, fo in the former 
cafe the heir by purcha/e is the heir at common law, and the heir by 
defcent is the heir f{pecial according to the cuftom. — But the authorities 
of the third kind are thofe, which occur in refpect to gifts to heirs 
male or female, and therefore apply more clofely. Of thefe the ear- 
lieftis John Faringdon’s cafe. g. H. 6. 23. and 11. H. 6. 12. in 
which one queftion was, whether_a great grandfon could take by 
purchafe under a remainder devifed to the teftator’s next heir male 
and the heirs male of his body, the great grandfon’s mother, who was 
the teftator’s eir general, being alive when the ettates precedent to 
the remainder determined. The cafe was argued twice, but there js 
an adjornaiur in the Year Book, and what was the opines ot the 
court is not any where mentioned; but there is reafon ior fu ppoling, 
that it was ag ainit the remainder; for in 20. H. 6. 44. Newton, then 
a judge, though he had before argued as couniel for the remainder 
in Faringdon’s cafe, lays it down as clear law, that if land is given 
to A for ‘life; remainder to the right heirs male of the bouy of B, to 
hold to them and their heirs forever, the fon of a daughter of B, 
being his heir,, may take notwithilanding he makes out his defcrip- 
tion through a female; and Forteicue, chief yuttice, affents to the 
pofition. This conftruction of 4eirs male of the bady as words of 
purchate, being attended to, will be found aimott nec pone 4 to bea 
clear authority with lord Coke ; for it fhews that as words of pzr- 
chafe they de e{cribe males being aifo heirs general, whereas as words of 
limitation it is agreed they have adifiirent i import, and i gnily tuch 
males as fhall be Aeirs Special according to the particular courfe of 
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defcent marked out by the donor, though they do not happen to be 
heirs general; which diftinGtion is the w hole amount of lord Coke’s 
doétrine. But the next authority, which is in Bro. Abr. Done. 61. 
applies more directly. There lord Brooke, after mentioning the dif- 
ference taken by Ellerker in Faringdon’s cafe between defcent and 
purcha/e, adds in confirmation of it, that 6y Hare, matter of the Rolls, 
an antient apprentice, there is a difference between a gift in poffiffion to 
a man and his heirs female, Sc, and a gift to a firanger the remuinder to 
the heirs females of another, for there heirs in deed muff be when the ree 
main.er fall, anda othersv ife the yemainder i. Z5 vord for ever, Ht bp he fame 
doétrine is in Plowd. Quer. 87. and 133. and the very learned au- 
thor illuitrates it by acafe, the fame as that {tated by lord Coke. In 
Quzre $7. the words of the book are, Lf a remainder is appointed to 
the right heina female of the body of I, 8. who dies, having a fon and 
daughier, the remai inder Joall be void; becaufe the daughter cannot have 
it, in regard that fc ts not heir though She be famale, The next au- 
thority is Shelly’s cafe, which arofe between the fecond fon of Ed- 
ward Shelly and a po/fdumous fon of Edward’s deceafed eldeit fon. 
One point was, whether the, fecond fon could take by purcha/e, under 
a remainder to the heirs male of Edward's body, and the heirs male of 
the bodies of fach heirs male, in which cafe his eftate would not 
have been divefted by the birth of the pofthumous fon of his brother, 
the eldett fon having left a daughter, who at Edward’s death was his 
beir general, Judgment was given againtt the fecond fon; but from 
the report of lord Coke and More, it feems not to have been abfo- 
lutely requifite to have decided whether the fecond fon could take by 
purchafe ; for the judges held, that on account of the preceding ule 
for life to Edward, the remainder operated as words of dimuitation, 
though Edward died before the ufe to him could arife, and that fo 
the fecond fon took in courfe and nature of a defcent, till the birth of 
his brother’s pofthumous fon, who then became entitled. See Mo. 
140. and 1. do. 106, However, lord Dyer in his report of the 
cafe, places the remainder in 4orh points of view, and betides obferv- 
ing that by de/cent the fecond fon could only take the remainder till 
the birth of his elder brother’s pofthumous fon, alfo fays, that 4e 
could not have it as apurchafer, becaufe he was not heir of the body of his 
father, for the daughter of the eldeft fon was heir general, and the fecond 
on was not heir male of the body of his father unlefs he was beir as well 
as male, Thefe words from lord Dyer, when it is confidered that he 
was one of the judges on whofe opinion Shelley’s cafe was decided, 
and that they are introduced to explain the realon of the judgment, 
are very firong evidence, that the judges in Shelley’s cafe gave their 
fanGtion to lord Coke’s doctrine in the fu// extent of it, that is, in 
the cafe of a gift where 4eirs male of the body were both words of 
purchafe and of limitation ; and lord Dyer’s authority ought to have 
the greater weight, becaufe he is not contradicted by any other re- 
rt of the fame cafe ; not even by lord Anderfon, who was counfel 
tor the feeond fon, for he only takes notice of lord Coke’s account 
of the reafons of the judgment, by obferving that they were not 
mentioned in court. See 1. And. 71. Accordingly Mr. Serjeant 
Rolle cites Shelley’s cafe, as having determined the point. See 2. 


Ro, Abr. 416, F.pl. 5, Athenhurit’s cafe, Mich. 7. Jam. is the 
| next 
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next authority, and in that land was devifed to executors till god/- 
fhould be raifed for the preferment of the teftator’s three daughters, 
and afterwards to his right heirs male for ever, and one Beard was 
found by fpecial verdict to be the 4eir male; but the court of king’s 
bench held that he could not take the remainder, becaufe the three 
daughters were the Aeirs general, and in Eatter 17. James the judgment 
was affirmed in the exchequer chamber. This cafe is the ttronger, 
becaufe it arofe on a will, and the teftator, in the devife to his 4eirs 
male, mentions his 4eirs general, which no doubt was urged as a cir- 
cumftance to fhew that the teftator meant a /pec‘al kind of heir, and 
might have warranted a departure from the ftrict fenfe of 4eir with- 
out overturning lord Coke’s general rule. See Hob. 34. and Palm. 
50. Counden and Clerke already ftated from lord Hobart at‘the bee 
ginning of this note, is another cafe where a devife to heirs male 
could not take effect, becaufe the Aeirs general were females; and this¢ 
judgment appears to have been alfo affirmed on error in B. R. See 
Jenk. Cent. 294. There are feveral modern determinations to the 
fame purpofe. In Southcott and Stowell, which was adjudged about 
the 29. of Cha. 2. one having two fons.covenanted to ttand feized 
to the ufe of the eldeft in fpecial tail male, remainder to the heirs 
male of the covenantor, or according to one report of the cafe the 
heirs male of is body, and for want of fuch iflue to his own right 
heirs. The eldeft fon dies leaving a fon and daughter ; the covenantor 
dies, and then the fon of the covenantor’s eldeft fon; and the quet- 
tion was, whether the fecond fon or the daughters of the eldeft fon 
fhould have the eftate? The court determined in favour of the 
fecond fon, becaufe the grandfon furvived the grandfather, and 
being 4e’r general as well as male could take cither by purcha/e or de/cent 
on his death, and therefore it was immaterial whether an eftate for 
life rofe to the covenanter by implication or not; but it was agreed 
by the whole court, and even by the counfel for the fecond fon, that 
if the grandfon had not furvived, the fecond fon could not have 
taken by purchafe, becaufe his.nieces would-have been 4cirs general, 
and confequently he could not have been complete heir. Seer. 
Freem. 216, 225. 1. Mod. 226, 237, 2- Mod. 207. and 3. Kebl. 
704+ In 1695 lord keeper Somers, in the cafe of Starling and Elrick, 
decreed againit one, who claimed to take by purchafe under a devife” 
to heirs male, becaufe a female was the heir general. See Prec. in 
Chane. 54. The cafe of Ford and lord Offulfton, which was deter- 
mined in Mich. 7. Ann, by the king’s bench is {till ftronger, for in 
that one Ford having iffue three fons and a daughter, and alfoa 
brother, devifed to his three fons fucceffively in tail male, with re- 
mainder to his own right heirs male for ever, and the three fons bein 
dead without iffue, the whole court held, that the brother could not’ 
take as heir male, 1. becaufe a devife to heirs male operates as a 
limitation to 4eirs male of the body, and the brother could not be 
heir male of the devifor’s body; 2. becaufe the remainder to the 
heirs male were words of purchafe, and by purchafe the brother 
could not take as heir male, kis niece being the heir at common law: 
and fo jealous was lord chief juftice Holt of departing from the 
eftablifhed doétrine, that notwithftanding the fpecial circumftances 
in the cafe of Pybus and Mitford, which will prefently be ftated, 
Ae he 
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he doubted the authority of that cafe. See 3. Salk. 336, 11. Mod. 
189. and Vin. Abr. Devife U.b. pl. 2.in marg. The doétrine was 
thought to be fo firmly fettied by this laft cafe, that in 1722 lord chief 
Macclesfield, in Dawes and Ferrars, which was a cafe fimilar to that 
of Ford and Offuliton, interrupted the counfel for the perfon claiming 
as heir male, by iaying that he would not fuffer the bar to difpute what 
avas the land mark and foundation of the law; adding, that in the cafe 
of Ford and lord Ofulfon, the point had been determined on trials 
at bar in every court in Wefiminfier Hall, and appeared to be fo very 
plain a cafe, thatin the King ’s Bench the plaintiff’s own counfel would 
not afk a /pecial verdid, See P. Wms. 1. and Prec.in Chance. 54. Hows 
ever, it was not thought proper to acquiefce in this opinion of lord 
Macclesfield, and a bill of review being brought to reverfe his decree, 
lord ch. Hardwicke direéted a cafe for the opinion of the King’s 
Bench ; but the four judges of that court followed lord Macclesfield, 
and the perfon under whom the claim was made not being 4eir general, 
they, in February 1743, certified, that Ae could not take by the de- 
JSeription of right heir male, See the certificate in Vin. Abr. Devife 
W.b. in a note on pl. 13. Such is the lift of grave authorities 
which confirm lord Coke’s dottrine as to the neceflity of being very 
heir, in order to take by purchafe under the defcription of heir male 
or heir femate, whether of the body or not; and if they wanted aid 
from his name, it will fcarce be denied by the coldeft of his admi- 
rers, that his private opinion on a point of law he had fo fully cohfi- 
dered, will even in thefe times, when perhaps we are too apt to de- 
cry thofe ancient authors, whofe writings are {till the grand fources 
of information and initruétion, will be no mean addition to their 
weight.’ 

In concluding our notice of the papers before us, we can- 
not but remark a ftrange miftake into which the editor has 
fallen. He confiders Fleta as a man and an author *; forget- 
ing that this word is nothing more than the ¢itle of a book 


compofed in the reign of Edward I. 





neem 


Art. 1]. Yeo introdufory Lefures, delivered by Dr. W. Hunter, 
to his laf Courfe of Anatomical Leétures, at his Theatre in Windmille 
Street, as they were left corre¢ted for the Prefs by himfelf; to 
which are added, fome Papers relating to Dr, Hunter’s intended 
Plan for eftablifhing a Mufeum in London, for the Improvement 
of Anatomy, Surgery, and Phyfic, Printed by Order of the 
Truitees. 4to. 6s. Johnfon. 


N thee le€tures, Dr. Hunter has bequeathed to the world 

a fpecimen of that clear and agreeable manner in which 

he conveyed information to his pupils. The firft le&ture 
exhibits a fketch of the origin and progrefs of anatomy. 
The more early periods of this fcience afford little room for 
variety of opinion, or novelty of information: We fhall, 
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* See fol, 153. 377, 
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Hunter’s Jntrodufory Leétures. 9 


therefore, pais over what is faid of Galen and Hippocrates, 

and the Athenian and Alexandrine fchools, with the ground- 

lefs pretenfions of the Chinefe to anatomical and medical {kill, , 
and call the attengion of the reader to two paflages, which we 

confider as curious and remarkable. 

Among painters, the name of Leonardi da Vinci is always 
mentioned with reverence: He is regarded as the father of 
modern painting: Every author who has treated of the 
hiftory of that elegant art, or recorded the lives of its pro- 
feflors, feems to have dwelt with a degree of fondnets on the 
merits of this original genius. But it has been little known, 
that his claims to celebrity are founded upon excellence in 
other arts, befides that of painting, though they have been 
hitherto overlooked, as Dr. Hunter juttly fuppofes, becaufe 
he was of another profeflion, and becaufe he publithed 
nothing on the fubject. His merits and performances are 
defcribed by our author, in the following terms. . 

‘ I believe he was, by tar, the bett anatomilt and phyfiologitt of 
his time ; and that his matter and he, were the very firft who raifed 
a fpirit for anatomical ftudy, and gave it credit: and Leonardo 
was certainly the firft man we know of who introduced the practice 
of making anatomical! drawings. 

‘ Vaflare, in his lives of the painters, fpeaks of Leonardo thus, 
after telling us that he had compoted a book of the anatomy of a horfe, 
for his own ftudy, ** He afterwards applied himfelf with more dili- 
** gence to the human anatoiny, in which ftudy he reciprocally re- 
*¢ ceived and communicated ailiftance to Marc. Antonio della Torre, 
*¢ an excellent philofopher, who then read lectures in Pavia, and 
“¢ wrote upon this fubject ; and who was the firit, as I have heard, 
who began to iliuitrate medicine trom the doctrine of Galen, and 
to give true light to anatomy, which till that time bad been in- 
volved in clouds of darkneis and ignorance. In this he availed 
himielt exceedingly of the genius and labour of Leonardo, who 
** made a book ot titudies, drawn with red chalk, and touched with 
“* a pen, with. great diligence of fuch fubjects as he had himfelf 
“* ditiected ; where -he made all the bones, and to thofe he joined, 
in their order, all the nerves, and covered them with the mufcles, 
And concerning thofe, from part to part, he wrote remarks in 
letters of an ugly form, which are written by the left hand, 
backwards, and not to be underftood, but by thofe who know the 
method of reading them; for they are not to be read without 
a looking-glais. Of thefe papers of the human anatomy, there 
$* is a great part in the poffeflion of M. Francifco de Melzo, a Mi- 
** lanefe gentleman, who, in the time of Leonardo, was a moft 
beautiful boy, and much beloved by him, as he is now a beauti- 
ful and genteel old man, who reads thofe writings, and caretully 
preferves them, as precious relicts, together with the portrait of 
Leonardo, of happy memory. It appears impoffible that that 
divine {pirit fhould reafon fo well upon the arteries, and muicles, 
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** and nerves, and veins; and with fuch diligence of every 
*¢ thing, &c. &c.” 
* Thofe very drawings and the writings, are happily found to be 
referved in his Majefty’s great collection of original drawings. Mr, 
Dalton, the King’s librarian, informed me of this, and at my re- 
— procured me the honor of leave toexaminethem. I expedted to 


ee little more than fuch defigns in anatomy as might be ufeful to a 


, painter in his own profefion. But I faw, and indeed with aftonifh- 


ment, that Leonardo had been a general and a deep ftudent. When I 
confider what pains he has taken upon every part of the body, the fu- 


, periority of his univerfal genius, his particular excellence in mecha- 


nics and hydraulics, and the attention with which fuch a man would 
examine and fee objects which he was to draw, I ari fully perfuad- 
ed that Leonardo was the beft anatomift, at that time, in the world. 
We mutt give the fifteenth century the credit of Leonardo’s anatomi- 
cal ftudies, as he was fifty-five years of age at the clofe of that century. 

* In due time, as I doubt not of being honoured with the permif- 
fion of the King, who loves and encourages all the arts, I hope to 
engrave and publifh the principal of Leonardo’s anatomical detigns. 
They will be.a curious and valuable acquifition to the hiltory of 
anatomy.’ 

The other paffage, to which we alluded, relates to an au- 
thor, whofe difcoveries, as it ufually happens, were in his 
own times, and thofe which immediately fucceeded him, 
the fubje&t of the moft violent and acrimonious difputes. 
But thefe confliéts have fubfided into an univerfal reception 
of the controverted doétrine, and a very general veneration of 
the perfon who advanced it. The opinion of Dr. Hunter 
alone, on this interefting queftion, was fuppofed to differ 
from that of other men : it has been frequently the object of 
animadverfion, which has probably arifen from a greater or 
lefs degree of mifreprefentation. The intelligent reader wants 
not to be told, that the paflage we have in view relates to 
Harvey and the circulation of the blood. . 

This great era of anatomy fuggefts to Dr. Hunter the 
following refle&tions. | 

* This difcovery evidently affected the eftablifhed doctrine of all 
ages, that the veins carried the blood from the liver to all parts of 
the body for nourifhment. It fet Harvey to work upon the ufe of 
the heart and vafcular fyftems in animals ; and in the courfe of fome 

ears, he was fo happy as to difcover, and to prove beyond all 
poffibility of doubt, is circulation of the blood. We taught his new 
doctrine, in his le¢tures, about the year 1616, and printed it in 
1628. 

* It was by far the moft important ftep that has been made, in the 
knowledge of animal bodies, in any age. It not only reflected ufe- 
ful lights upon what had been already found out in anatomy, but 
alfo pointed out the means of further inveftigation. And, accord- 
ingly we fee, that from Harvey to the preient time, anatomy has 


been fo much improved, that we may reafonably queftion if the an- 
cients 
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cients have been further outdone by the moderns, in any other 
branch of knowledge. From one day to another there has vecn a 
conftant fucceffion of difcoveries, relating either to the itructure, or 
functions of our body ; and new anatomical proceffes, both of in- 
veitigation and demonftration, have been daily invented. Many 
parts of the body, which were not known in Harvey’s time, have 
fince then, been brought to light: and of thofe which were known, 
the internal compotition and funétions remained unexplained ; and 
indeed muft have remained inexplicable, without the knowledge of 
the circulation. 

‘ Now that fo much has been faid of this difcovery, and of its aus 
thor, I may venture to make an obfervation or two, which other- 
wife might have appeared invidious. Dr. Harvey, as appears b 
his writings, was certainly a firft rate genius for fagacity and appli- 
cation: and his name is defervedly immortal, on account of the 
many obfervations and improvements he made in anatomy and phy- 
fiology. But in this, where he has acquired the moft diftinguifhed 
honours, I could almoit think «him entitled to the leaft. For, the 
fingular ftructure of the parts concerned in the circulation, to wit, 
the heart, arteries, and veins, and the obvious phenomena in 
bleeding animals to death, the different effects of ligatures on differ- 
ent veliels, the practice of furgery, with regard to bleedings and 
blood-veffels, the action of the heart when expofed to view in living 
bodies, allthefe, I fay, fo evidently proclaim the circulation, that 
there feems to have been nothing more required for making the dif- 
covery, than laying afide grofs prejudices, and confidering fairly 
fome obvious truths. 

‘ Jt is the more amazing that this difcovery was left for Harvey, 
when we confider, that he was near an hundred years after Vefalius, 
in which interval many great men had appeared ; and anatomical 
fchools had flourifhed in many different parts of Europe. And, 
what is ftill more aftonifhing, Servetus firit, and Columbus after- 
wards, both in the times of Vefalius, had clearly given the circula- 
tion of the blood, through the lungs, which we may reckon, at 
leatt, three quarters of the difcovery ; and Czefalpinus had, many 
years before Harvey, publifhed in three different works, all that was 
wanting in Servetus to make the circulation quite complete. But 
Providence meant to referve this honour for Harvey, and would not 
let men fee what was before them, nor underftand what they read.’ 

Dr. Hunter then proceeds to mention feveral of the more 
ufeful and fplendid among modern difcoveries, and in par- 
ticular fets himfelf to meafure out the quantity of praife due 
to Harvey, by contrafting him with Columbus and Coperni- 
cus. His ftri€tures conclude with the following paragraph. 

‘ In merit, Harvey’s rank muft be comparatively low indeed. So 
much has been difcovered by others, that little more was left for 
him to do, than to drefs it up in a fyitem ; and sAat, every judge in 
fuch matters will allow, required no extraordinary talents. Yet, 
eafy as it was, it made him smmortal. But none of his writings 
flew him to have been a man of uncommon abilities. It were A 
to quote many pafflages, which bring him nearly to a level with the 
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12 Hunter’s Intredufory Ledures. 


reft of mankind. He lived almoft thirty years after Afellius pubs 
lithed the Laéteals, yet, to the laft, feemed moft inclined to se 
that no fuch vefie Is exifted. Thirty hours at any time, fhould ‘te 
been fufficient to remove all his doubts. But this fubje@t, taken up 
in felt-defence, grows unpleafant.’ 


It is apparent, from thefe quotations, that Dr, Hunter 
thought the refpe&t paid to Harvey on account of his dif- 
covery, too great; and, that he attempted, whether he was 
prompted by the pure and difpatfionate love of truth, or by 
{ome of thofe lefs honourable motives, which too often find 
admittance into the moft candid minds, to leffen it. But 
whatever induced him to make the attempt, to us, he feems 
to have egregioufly failed. The firit confideration he adduces 
militates, if we miftake not, againit his opinion. Since fo 
many eminent anatomiits were acquainted with the premifes, 
but were unable to draw the conclufion, it follows, that 
Harvey far exceeded them in fagacity. If he had been the 
firft who had obferved the feveral faéts which prove the circu- 
lation of the blood, it might perhaps have been faid, with 
fome fhew of reafonablenefs, that they lead fo dire&tly to the 
truth, that none but the blind could mifs it. The fentence, 
in which Providence is made fo folicitous about Harvey’s 
honour, as to prevent others from fecing what was before 
them, and underftanding what they read, has fo much gra- 
vity, that to fufpeét it of being nonfenie may feem rath, if 
not prophane ; yet, we will venture to obferve, that if it has 
any meaning, it can only imply that Providence had endowed 
Harvey with powers of mind fuperior to thofe of his prede- 
ceflors and cotemporaries. ‘he faét, which is faid to have 
given rife to the moft f{plendid of Newton’s difcoveries, 
pafied under the continual infpection of all ranks and degrees 
of intellect, from the philofopher to the ideot; but it willnot 
be pretended, that this circumitance derogates from his 
merit. 

We fhall leave the author in full poffeffion of the advan- 
tages he derives from his comparifon of the difcoverers of 
America and the planetary fyftem with Harvey: We are 
unable to diicover its tendency and force. It feems to us, 
that a critic might as reafonably hope to afcertain the merit 
of Homer or Shakefpeare, by comparing them with Euclid 
or Bacon. 

In the fecond le€ture, we meet with fome remarks upon 
the ufefulnefs of anatomy, and the delineation of Dr. Hun- 
ter’s anatomical courfe. ‘Thofe who have had no other op- 
portunity, will doubtlefs be curious to learn, what idea a 
teacher who was fo fuccefsful, had formed to liimfelf of the 
beit mode of conveying inftruétion, in this important branch 
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of medical ftudy. It will: long be remembered, to Dr. 
Hunter’s honour, that he alone, for many years paft; kept 
up the fpirit of anatomical refearches in this country, and 
that all thofe, whether among the living or the dead, who 
in Great Britain have contributed, or will probably con- 
tribute to unfold the fprings which move the animal world, 
were formed chiefly by this admirable teacher. | In this very’ 
elegant and inftructive compofition, the latter part deferves 
particular praife. The obfervations on the beit means of 
exhibiting the feveral parts of the human body to the ftudent’s 
infpection, are fuch as might be expected to refult from long 
experience operating upon reflection and good fenfe. Whe- 
ther the author does not in certain paflages glance at particu- 
lar perfons, let the attentive reader determine. But if he be 
a young man feeking fuch information as may enable him to 
alleviate the maladies by which human life is affailed, let him 
above all ferioufly confider the admonitions that conclude 
this lecture. Thefe are fo forcible and pertinent, that if 
it were proper to tranfcribe a number of quarto pages, after 
what has been already faid of this publication, we fhould 
willingly quote them. 

The papers which follow the leCtures will not confer much 
honour on thofe to whom they are addreffed. It is ferioufly 
to be lamented, that a project fo reafonable and ufeful did 
not meet with greater encouragement: at the fame time, if 
Dr. Hunter was fo far piqued, by the inattention of ftatefmen 
to his propofals, as to transfer his collection to a place where 
it will probably be lefs generally ufeful, he cannot be faid to 
have exhibited, in this inftance, any marks of an enlarged 
or a philofophic mind. ‘The man who fuffers his benevolent 
intentions to be defeated by fuch difappointments, will lofe 
fome fhare of the refpect that is due to firmnefs and philan- 
thropy. 





Art. IJ. Plays of Three AAs: written for a Private Theatre, by 
W. Hayley, Efq; 4to. 12s. boards, Cadell. | 


(Continued from our Review for May.) 


HE two tragedies, which are the objets of our prefent 

confideration, are exempt from that novelty, by which 
the comedies of this author are diftinguifhed. Here the ge- 
nius of Mr. Hayley is not fettered by the fhackles of rhime. 
The fubjeéts which he has chofen are worthy of his pen. 
They are both of a domeflic nature, and calculated to {peak 
to the heart of every reader. In the firit, horror is excited to 
an extreme degree, by a chain of circumftances the moft in- 
7 tereiting 
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14 Hayley’s Plays of Three A&s. 


terefting and the moft diftrefsful. We fee Marcella, the he- 
roine of the tragedy, become an innocent accomplice in a 
crime, the moft atrocious and malignant. We fee her com- 
lled by treachery to fubmit to the embraces of a wretch de- 
ormed and Joathiome in his perfon, and not lefs odious in 
his mind. Married at the one time to a man whom fhe 
adores, and by whom fhe is immoderately beloved. The 
fimple fact, divefted of defcription, is capable of exciting the 
tear of fympathy. Touched by the hand of Mr. Hayley it 
could not fail of producing the moft ftriking effeéts. It is, 
indeed, executed with that degree of elegance and fpirit, 
which deferves the warmeft commendation. 
Lord Ruffel was a fubje& worthy the attention of the tra- 
ic mufe. His name muft ever be revered by every friend of 
liberty. Thenoble object for which he fuffered, muit make his 
memory peculiarly dear to every Englifhman. The Chrif- 
tian fortitude by which he was diftinguifhed, amidft a feries 
of indignities which preceded his execution, gives an addi- 
tional luftre to his charaéter. He is a itriking example, that 
heroifm to reach its higheft perfection muift be aided by re- 
ligion. The fate of this great man is in its circumftances 
fufficiently interefting and pathetic, to need no affiftance 
from the arts of fiction. Mr. Hayley has prudently confined 
himfelf as clofely as poffible to the page of hiftory. He can- 
didly acknowledges his obligations to Burnet’s journal, 
which contains all the minute circumftances that occurred 
during the imprifonment, and at the execution of Ruffel. 
Many even of his expreffions recorded by the hiftorian, are 
carefully adopted by the poet. To give a proper idea how 
Mr. Hayley has fucceeded in his portrait of this amiable cha- 
raéter, it will be neceflary to give an extract from the tra- 
gedy itfelf. The whole of this play is indeed fo uniformly 
excellent, that we are at a lofs to determine which paflage to 
fele&t as beft calculated to give entertainment to our readers. 
We fhall, however, tranfcribe the following fcene between 
Lady Ruffel and her hufband, when all hopes of faving him 
are banifhed, which cannot fail of exciting the fympathy of 


the moft obdurate. 
Enter Lady Ruffel. . 

Lady Rufel. Dear Ruffel, I renounce illufive hope! 
And now mutt teach my weaknefs to fuitain 
‘The heavieft load of mifery that ever 
Fell on the bleeding heart of helplefs woman !— 
The King denies thee, what the bafeft felon 
AfKs not in vain, the refpite of a day. 
Could’ft thou believe it? he and favage York 
Are now, like blood-honnds, come to hunt thee hence, 


And drive hee to thy death! they but allow me 
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A few fhort minutes, in a laft embrace 

To clafp, to blefs, and part with thee for ever ! 
Rufél. Then may we part as we have liv’d, my Rachel, 

In the pure dignity of pertect love, 

Unttain’d by weaknefs ! 
Lady Ruffel. Do not dread my tears ; 

They cannot fall to melt thy manly firmnefs, 

For Heaven has fteel’d me for this aweful hour. 
Rufél. Thou dear angelic fpirit! ’tis from thee 

That 1 have learnt the trueit fortitude ; 

A courage built upon a heavenly bafis.— 

O gracious Being! who has guided us 

Through fourteen years of pure domeftic blifs, 

The beft and rareft of thy gifts to man, 

Accept, as tribute for thy bleflings patt, 

Our meek fubmiffion in this trying hour | 

Of thy more dreadful pleafure !—at thy call 

I yield my guiltlefs lite, nor would decline 

To die for having ftruggled to preferve 

Thy pureft worfhip in my native land. 

O that my blood might quench that fatal torch 

Of barbarous Superitition, which begins 

To fhed once more its fanguinary glare 

Over this frighted ifle! Might Ruffel prove 

The laft to perith by oppreflive power, 

And the bafe fentence of perverted law!— 

Fall not my blood on the mifguided men 

Whofe fury fheds it !—As I truly pardon 

My ruthlefs enemies, fo, Heaven! may’ft thou 

Take to the charge of thy heart-healing mercy 

This my chief care, this deareft, laft concern 

Of my departing foul, this {potlefs woman! 
Lady Rufel. Let not thy fears for me, my generous Ruffel! 

Too fondly agitate thy feeling mind ; 

The gracious Power, who bleft us in each other, 

Will not, I know, abandon utterly 

An unoffending, weak, afflicted woman, 


Dear to fo pure a fpirit, fanctified 


By the kind prayers of an expiring martyr ! 

Rufil. My Love! I will not to thy care commend 

Thy little orphans; for an angel’s fight 
Cannot in tender vigilance furpafs 
The anxious mother, who furvives to fhield 
The infant pledges of our chafte affection ! 
No, let me prefs a charge upon thy memory, 
Where I moft fear thy failure, thy dear felf; 
Regard thy precious health, as the poffeffion 
That I enjoin thee to preferve and cherith. 

Lady Rufel. Thou guide and guardian of thy Rachel’s life! 
Though the dark grave muft hide thee from my eyes, 
Thy gentlenefs, thy love, thy truth, thy virtues, 
Will fill, like faithful and protecting fpirits, 
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Be ever prefent to my thought, and give 
My grief-dejected mind néw power to rear 
The little idols of my widow’d heart. 

Rufl. They wiil have all, that youth requires, in thee ; 

The gentle friend, the fond, yet firm direétor, 
Whofe fteady kindnefs and ‘rever’d perfection, 
Makes difcipline delight: their minds from thine 
May copy all the virtues ; chiefly two, 

Of prime diftinétion, Truth and Fortitude, 

The pillars of all human excellence : 
I bleis thee now for many years of fondnefs ; 

But mott for that fublimity of love, 

Which has difdain’d to make my fate more bitter 

By abject vain complaints and weak’ning tears. 

Lady Rufl. Refrain, 1 pray you, trom this tender praife ; 
Jt will o’erthrow the firmnefs you commend, 

And waken all the woman in my bofom. 

Rufl. Dear Rachel! as my boy approaches manhood, 
Teach him to look upon his father’s death 
Rather as noble than unfortunate! 

Tell him, that, dying by no juft decree, 

I deem’d it {till a happinefs that Heaven 

Made me a native of this generous ifle, 

Which, though now darken’d by a tranfient cloud, 
Is doom’d, I truft, to be the radiant throne 

Of fettled Liberty and ftedfaft Faith : 

Early infufe into his youthful fpirit, 

As the fure ground-work of all manly virtue, 

A fenfe of civil and religious freedom ; 

Give to his pliant mind true Englifh tcmper, 
Teach him to fear no Being but his God, 

And to love nothing earthly more than England.’ 

We cannot conclude this article without expreffing a wifh, 
that Mr. Hayley would cultivate his talents for theatrical 
compofition ; and that the next efforts of his pen, in this ftyle 
of writing, would not be confined to the ufe of a private 
theatre. We doubt not his fuccefs, efpecially in tragedy, 
would gratify his warmeft wifhes, both with regard to inte- 
reft and fame. 











Art. 1V. An Inveftigation of the natural. Righis of Britifh Subjects. 
Svo. 3s. fewed. Baldwin. 1784. 


HE author of this inveftigation obferves, in an addrefs 
to the reader, that ‘* Jealous and tenacious as this 
nation ever has been of its rights and liberties, many indivi- 
duals are ignorant of the manner in which their title ariles 
to the enjoyment of them :’ What follows in the addrefs is 
an illuftration of this propofition. 
Having entered on his inveftigation, he thus fets forth its 
end or object * Within the dominions of each feparate na- 
tion, 
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tion, there are certain benefits and advantages to be poffeffed 
and enjoyed by the native indigene from which aliens, born 
out of fuch dominions, are excluded. Thetitle and admithon 
to thefe benefits and advantages in this country, are.the na- 
tive rights of which the author means to treat.’ He fets out 
with viewing every individual in the light of debtor and cre- 
ditor to the ftate. 

‘ At the inftant of birth, the right of being a natural born fub- 
ject accrues to the infant, and he becomes intitled to the benefit and 
protection of our king, laws, and conftitution, if the place of his 
birth was then within the dominions of the king of Great Britain. 
Thus is every Britith fubject born a debtor, by the faith, fidelity, 
fealty, loyalty, ligeance or allegiance which he owes his fovercign 
and the ftate; anda creditor, by the benetit and protection of the 
king, laws, and conftitution. Now although thefe original and na- 
tive qualities of debtor and creditor are fimultaneous and correlative 
in their commencement, yet are they not neceiiarily fo in their du- 
ration: the former is on the part of the fubject indefeafible and in- 
deliable : the latter is conditional and defeatible. In a word, the 
{ubject may do acts, by which he ‘fhall forfeit his credit or right to 
protection, but cannot of himfelf by any means defeat the ded¢ ot lige- 
ance, which he owes to the king and ftate.’ 

The author goes on to illuitrate, to exemplify, and to 
draw inferences from thefe principles. Having confidered 
allegiance as founded in the law of civilized nature, he next 
confiders how the law of England originally ttood, how in 
procefs of time it hath been varied and altered, and how it 
now ftands refpeting the rights of natural born fubjeéts. 

The extent, to which the right of the crown to the allegi- 
ance of the fubje&t, as well as the right of the fubjeé to the 
benefit of protection, he obferves, is indefeafible and immu- 
table, and ought particularly to be attended to: for it is not 
only fo, whilft the country in which he was born remains 
under the fubje€tion of the prince to whom it was fubject at 
the time of his birth, but for ever after. From this princi- 
ple he reafons thus. 

‘ No fubfequent acquifition of a country by any prince or ftate, 
whether by conqueft, inheritance, exchange or purchafe, fhall give 
this right tothoie, who were born during the poffeffion of the former 
fovereign. Thus, for example, every perfon born within any of 
the Britith colonies in America, before their independence was ac- 
knowledged by this country, is and ever will be a natural born fub- 
ject of Great Britain, capable of inheriting lands in this country and 
claiming all the other rights of an Englifhman. And for the fame 
reafon, every perfon born in Canada, whilftit remained.under the 
fubjeftion of the French king, cannot claim the rights of'a natural 
born Englifhman (although now a Britifh fubjeé,) without an 
exprefs article of naturalization.’ 

- Again our author has not adopted the idea of allegiance 

being a law of nature, but only of focial or civilized nature. 

Enc. Rey. Vol. IV. B ¢ It 
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* It is not certainly in the power, fays he, of any one man or.arty’ 


collection of men, toulter the laws of pure nature, which the creator 
has'eitablifhed: but as in the civilized {tate of nature, particular fo- 
cicties muft effentially be liable to variations and changes ; therefore 
does it become effentially neceflary that in the civilized ftate of focie- 
ties, there fhall exift in each fociety a power of altering or modelling 
the general laws of civilized nature, according to the policy, wants, 
and exigencies of each particular and refpective fociety. 

* In this country, as nothing but an act of parliament can give 
the right of naturalization, fo nothing, I apprehend, can take it 
away: Sir Matthew Hale was of this opinion, as we have before 
feen. 

* I do not now fpeak of that forfeiture of protection, which a 
fubje& may incur by his own contempt or infringement of the law. 
And as there is vefted in the fupreme legiflature.that tranfcendancy 
of power, which fhall controul the common law of the land, and 
adapt it to the exigencies and policy of the times and occafions, it 
feems wholly unaccountable, in the multifarious events, revoluti- 
ons, and treaties, whether the confequence of them has been the 
aggrandizement or dilimemberment of the empire, that no attention 
hath ever been paid to the effects of the law as it now ftands. It 
cannot be faid more clearly, than it hath been expreffed by my lord 
Coke, that our new fubjects of an acquired country remain as aliens 
incapable of enjoying the benefit of our laws and conftitution, and 
eannot be admitted unto the full participation of them without an 
exprefs act of naturalization by parliament ; thus by becoming fub- 
jects to the king of England they ftand in need of the fame qualifica- 
tion to entitle them to any advantage of our laws, which they did, 
whilft they remained under the fubjection of their former fovereign. 
And on the other hand, our late fubjects of a loft country continue 
to partake of the plenitude of all our rights, privileges, and liberties, 
after all benefit and advantage arifing to the itate from their fervices 
is totally done away and transferred, perhaps to ourenemies. ‘Thus 
deftroying the reciprocity of allegiance and fubjection, we acquire 
fubjection without an obligation of granting protection, and are 
bound to protect thofe, who are no longer under our fubjeftion. If 
in fuch cafes then, the legiflature fhould in their wifdom and policy, 
find the legal confequences of the want of a claim to be unjuit, on 
the one hand, and of the right to claim to be unreafonable on the 
other; why not, upon the acquilition of a country, pafs a general 
act for naturalizing all the inhabitants thereof, and upon the lofs or 


ceffion of a country, pafs a general act for releafing the inhabitants - 


thereof from their original and native debt of ligeance, extinguifh- 
ing the right and intereft of our fovereign in his former fubjects, 
withdrawing the protection which we were formerly bound to give 
them, and placing them in every future refpect as aliens. Affured- 
ly the natural rights of his Majefty’s fubjects, are more worthy of 
the inveftigation and atttention of the legiflature, than the breed of 
cattle or the prefervation of game. But I am unvoluntarily digret- 
fing from the inveftigation of a point of law, into an interference 
with the politics of the nation. A natural tranfition will bring me 
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back to my fubject : and this will be the confideration of the actual 
interference of the legiflature on the fubryect.’ 

He proceeds to the confideration of this fubjeét, and enters 
deeply into Englifh law and hiftory. 

he author feems to be well acquainted with the !aws of 
England, as well as with the general principles of the iaw of 
nature and nations. 

The late revolutions in the Britifh government have oc- 
cafioned very whimfical, abfurd, and inconvenient relations 
and fituations Some of thefe are here pointed out, and 
they certainly claim the attention of the legiflature. 


“ 





Art. V. The Corn Diftillery fiated to the Confideration of the Landed 
Intereft of England, 8vo. 1s. Johnion. 1784. 


HE author of this ftatement affirms, that the corn di- 
ftillery of England, hath a demand upon the landed 
intereft for its fupport, and that, at prefent it particularly re- 
quires it. He complains grievoufly of the new impotts and 
duties that have been laid on all fpirit made in England trom 
1779 to 1782 inclufive. He affirms, that corn {pirit, not- 
withftanding the wicked infinuations to the contrary, is equal 
in quality to any other fpirit: and that the difference of fpirit 
doth not lie in one {pecies being more wholefome than ano- 
ther, but in the delicate, perhaps vitzated, taite of the con- 
fumer. All the northern nations of Europe, he fays, prefer 
corn fpirit to French brandy: But, while England imports 
brandy conftantly from France, he thinks it matter of com- 
plaint, that France will not import fpirit from England of 
any fort. Holland too, he complains, fuppiies England 
with {pirit in an immenfe quantity. iid | 
On this memorial, we obferve in general, that the princi- 
ples of it are narrow, malignant, and ridiculous. If France 
and Holland make fpirits more agreeable to the palate, and 
more exhilerating,in its nature than England, it would be 
folly in this laft kingdom, to enter into a competition with 
them in that article ; rather let her profecute with vigour fuch 
branches of manufacture as nature, habit, and art have en- 
abled her to purfue with advantage. , 
But the author will tell us, that our tafte is witiated: here, 
were we to reafon with him, we muft reafon, not on politi- 
cal but phyfical principles. But why indulge a tafte for a fo- 
reign commodity? ‘This reafon is levelled againft foreign 
luxuries and conveniencies of every kind; and, puthed to 
its juft confequences, would fap the foundation of all com- 
merce with the other nations of the world. The Britith 
egiflature, whatever the landed intereft may think, would 
B2 indeed 
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indeed be very ill employed, in attending to the felf-intereft - 
ed reprefentations of this corn diftiller: the Parliament was 
better employed in former times, when it laboured to check, 
rather than encreafe, the quantities of pozjon to’ fo many 


thoufand Britifh fubjedts. 


At the fame time that we make thefe general obfervations 
on the /pirit of this corn diftiller, we cannot but think that 
he has reafon for complaining of the advantages, which 
threaten to transfer the diftillery of corn from England to 
Scotland. 

‘ The prefent high duty on fpirit made in England, amounting 
‘to sol. per ton and upwards, hath roufed the people in Scotland to 
become makers of fpirit for fale and exportation. Heretofore it was 
thought impoilible, that Scotland, which produces no materials to 
make fpirit from (at leaft none that can be fpared for that purpofe ; 
being continually in want of food ; continually complaining of the 
wretched ftarving condition of the inhabitants) fhould make fpirit for 
fale ; and yet the paft year in particular, and the two or three years 
preceding this, have proved it practicable. Scotland hath now eftab- 
lifhed feveral capital dittilleries : and is making great preparations 
for many others, and is looking forward to the accumulation of ‘the 
whole diftillery of Britain. 

‘ Scotland hath no right to be favoured with a trade perfectly un- 
natural in its principle, and that to the immediate injury of the 
landed intereft of England, the maker of fpirit in England, and the 
‘public revenue. Yet, according to the appearances of the prefent 
day, Scotland is likely to carry this point with impunity. Many 
circumttances, connections, and interefts, co-operate toward the ac- 
complifhment of her aim: nothing but the landed intereft of 
England, roufing with indignation, can prevent it: for all other 
interefts and perfons have given way, and continue to do fo. 

* Scotland hath imported corn the prefent year from Flanders and 
the Baltic, under the grievous complaint of wanting bread; and 

Scotland is to be indulged with the privilege of importing corn, after 
the ports are fhut in England; when all this time Scotland hath 
been pouring fpirit into England, as if the country abounded with 
corn. 

* So long as the prefent exceffive duty on corn fpirit in England is 
continued, fo long will Scotland procure materials for the making of 
{pirit, and force it into England, whether they have corn’ for bread 
ornot. Here is a new door opened for imuggling, which is likely 
to vie with France and Holland, while England is the fufferer: as 
England is the market, fo England mutt pay for all. 

‘ The high price of corn in England the laft winter, opened the 
mouths of the colony intereft againft the corn diftillery : but Scot- 
land enjoyed perfect peace in making fpirit from corn and melaffes 
imported from abroad, and in fending the faid fpirit to London, as 
if they had all the plenty in the world. 

* Scotland claims the benefit of the Union in her trade and com- 
merce ; but Scotland abufes that privilege. In all excifeable com- 
modities, the people of Scotland account it a fin to pay the duties 

charged 
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charged by a Britifh Parliament, upon goods manufactured 
there. | 
5 ‘ The fpirit confumed in Scotjand heretofore, till within three or 
; four years. laft paft, was chiefly fmuggled into that country from 
France and Holland ; except a fpecies of fpirit called Aque Vite, 
or Whifkey, made by the poorer fort throughout the country, for 
family ufe only. But fince the late additional duties upon fpirit, 
Scotland had nor been in the leaft behind the moft fagacious to evade 
| this inconvenience. As the high duty upon fpirit is the life of’ 
: {muggling, and private or clandeftine making, ts it is the caufe of 
that ruin the corn diftillery experiences at this day.’ 





S Thefe matters are worthy of a publicenquiry, and, in the 

“ prefent difpofition of the legiflature, they will, no doubt, 

if obtain it. | 

0 

Le Art. VI. Commentaries and Effays: publilbed by the Society for pro- 

or moting the knowledge of the Scriptures. Number I, To be conti- 

4 nued occafionally. 8vo. 1s. - Johnfon. 

ns — YSTERIOUS Providence has involved a great many’, 
he of thofe truths which are contained in the facred 


Scriptures in a i obfcurity. As in the natural world, 
n- fuch qualities of fubitances are foon known as are neceffary to 
he health and life, while a vait field remains for the refearches 


7 of a natural and laudable curiofity; fo in the moral, fuch 
ny truths are difcovered as are effentially neceflary to human well- 
Tf being ; while the gradual diiplay of the grace and wifdom of 
of God, exercifes the reafon and cultivates the nobleft affections 
rer of thofe minds who feek to know, that they may be blett 
with the admiration of the ways of Heaven. Thefe confi- 
and derations ought to obviate the objeétions which are made by 
and unbelievers, to the truth of the Chriftian Religion, and at 
fter the fame time moderate that narrow, bigotted, and malignant 
“4 zeal, which imbitters the writings of {o many polemical di- 
vines, and brings great difgrace on the Chriitian profeffion. 
dis Refearches into the true meaning of the Scriptures, carried 
x of on with candour and with charity, as they afford no ground 
read for triump to infidels, fo neither ought they to give offence 


to the orthodox Chriftian. Foralthough he is perfuaded 
that he ts already fufficiently acquainted with whatever is ne- 
ceflary to falvation, he cannot imagine that he has yet been 
led into all truth, the difcovery of which is the gradual work 
of the Holy Spirit, illuminating the mind, not only by the 
word of God, but by that intellectual energy, that ** "ivine 
light which enlighteneth every man that cometh into the 
world.” It muft be owned, that many, indeed the greater 
number, of thofe commentaries which daily overwhelm the 
tics Jf fludent in theology, are equally diftinguifhed by marks of. 
ged B 3 ignorance, 
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ignorance, weaknefs, and audacious propenfity to depart, 
on light conceits, from the do&trines eftablifhed by the au- 
thority of the Catholic Church. We mutt own, that, ac- 
cordingly, we run over the title page of this publication, not 
without a degree of prejudice againft it: But, on reading 
the {ketch of their plan, which the authors have prefixed to 
their work, we could not but be difpofed to think favourably 
of their abilities, however prejudices and extravagant fancies, 
from which men of genius are not exempt, might afterwards 
be found to pervert the application of their talents to unhap- 


py purpofes. 
In fupport of our own judgment, as well as to give our 


readers fome notion of this work, we fhall lay before them 
the following .extract from the preliminary {ketch which we 


have already mentioned. 

* As it appears to be a point of fome importance, that the fpecific 
defign of the fociety fhould be perfectly comprehended, it may not 
be improper to requeft the attention of their future correfpondents, 
to the following circumftances. 

* To imprefs the human heart with juft affections refpecting the 
Almighty, and our fellow creatures—to animate us in the perform- 
ance of our duty—and to qualify us for the enjoyment of fubftantial 
happinefs, if not always in the prefent, yet moft affuredly in a fu- 
ture fcene, are the great ends and objects of religion: and contti- 
tute the characteriftic excellence of the Chriftian inftitution. 

* And whenever that truly rational fyftem of faith and praétice, 
which is unfolded in the f{criptures, fhall be profefted in its primeval 
purity—when the piety and benevolence which they inculcate, fhall 
become vital principles of action and generally prevail, the falutary 
effe&ts they will produce both upon individuals and communities, 
will add evidence irrefiftible to the divine authority of the gofpel ; 
and, at the fame time that they diffufe harmony at peace over every 
{cene of focial life, will enable us with grateful hearts to fix our 
hopes of happinefs on a foundation, which the calamities and 
temptations incident to humanity will affail in vain. 

* It perhaps is in a great meafure owing to an injudicious, and 
indeed prepoiterous method of enquiry into the doctrine of the fcri 
tures, that the divine revelation therein contained, hath been fo 
partially acknowledged as the guide of human life. 

* It has been too much the practice of thofe members of the 
Chriitian church, to whom the office of inftruétion has been dele- 
gated, to direct the attention of mankind to certain tenets of religion, 
which the authority of former ages, rather than the decifions of their 
unbiafied judgment, had taught them to refpeét as fundamental— 
to commence their own refearches with an aflumption of their truth 
——and to employ their learned labours in what proved, very fre- 

uently, a vain attempt to eftablifh their conformity to holy writ. 

* Such was the procefs of antient philofophy in its unfuccefsful 


efforts to unfold the laws of the vifible creation—to explain the 
works of God. 


* A theory 
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¢ Atheory, or an hypothefis, framed by human fancy, dnticipar- 
ed what ought to have been the refult of a laborious inveftigatwn 
into fact. . 

‘ But when, afcending with fteady ftep from each well eftablifhed 
obfervation, human induftry reveried the former procefs, and the 
conclufion flowed from experiment as its only proper fource, truth 
difclofed itfelf to the enraptured underftanding in its genuine fimpli- - 
city; and the laws and ordinances ftood revealed, which the great 
Creator had impofed upon the larger maffes of material being, when 
he conftruéted the ftupendous fabric of the world. 

‘ Let fimilar wifdom direct our movements, and fimilar fuccefs may 
be expected, when, with that humility and patient attention, which 
fhould ever accompany fuch refearches, our labours are employed in 
the inveftigation of religious truth. : 

‘ The word of God, revealed in the fcriprures of both teftaments, 
like the book of nature, lies open to us all—like the laws of nature, 
the doctrines of revelation may be conceived to be at once both fim- 
ple and fublime—fufficient to affect the improved mind with wonder 
and delight, yet fuch as the moft unlettered underftanding may appre- 
hend with facility, when the cloud of human prejudices, which has 
? long obfcured the heavenly light of truth, fhall be totally with- 

rawn. 

‘ The fociety prefumes, that it will affift in the removal of thefe 
Sees: and at the fame time tend to inform the mind of the true 

eliever with jutt and proper fentiments of the benevolence of the 
great Creator, exhibited in the gofpel, that latt beft gift of God to 
man, if the friends to religious enquiry be invited feduloufly to pur- 
fue, what may not unaptly be termed, the analytic mode of inquiry, 
into the genuine doctrine of the fcriptures. 

* Initead of afluming a pofition, and attempting a demonftration 
of its truth, by authorities from fcripture, which bears a refem- 
blance to the fyatheric method in philofophy, they would propofe to 
invert the procefs, by previoufly eftablifhing the genuine fenfe of 
thofe authorities, which may have been brought in evidence of the 
doctrine propofed, Se 3 “aa 

‘ An inftance may affift in explaining their idea. 

* Let us fuppofe it was the defign of a writer, to treat upon the 
terms of man’s final acceptance with the Almighty. 

* Such writer would probably ftate his own opinion in definite 
terms ; and, afte, attempting by argument to evince the abfurdity 
of the contrary fentiment, would proceed to eftablith the juftnefs of 
his own, by authorities from holy writ. 

* The advocate for the oppofite opinion would probably proceed 
nearly in a fimilar manner; he would attempr to eftablith its confor- 
mity to reafon ; and would endeavour to a the arguments of his 
opponent, appealing alfo, where he faw oc¢afion, to authorities 
from fcripture. 

* If both parties were agreed with refpect to the import of thefe 
authorities, and fairly cited whatever in the original record related 
to the argument, the debate would foon be terminated. But the 
experience of ages bears teftimony that the contraryis the fat: each 
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party in the difpute controverting the interpretation impofed by his 
adveriary, and with pertinacity adhering to his own. 

* ‘The unedifying altercation is alfo frequently prolonged, by an 
imperfect recital of the paflages, which are fuppofed to bear an im- 
mediate reference to the fubject of debate—and by a feries of argu- 
ments, depending upon the fenfe of particular words and detached 
fentences ; little or no attention being obferved in the quotation of 
thefe authorities, to the general import of the context. 

* In fuch circumftances, it is not wonderful that prejudice fhould 
alternately exert a forcible, though latent power, over the minds of 
the opponent parties, and that the genuine doétrine of revelation 
fhould frequently elude the moft laborious refearches of them both. 

* Let us now fuppofe, that before the mind is warped in favour 
of any fpecific opinion, or warmed with controverfy, we fit down 
to inveftigate the fenfe of apaflage of fcripture, with the fome calm 
and compofed temper, with which we examine a paflage in a Greek 
or Roman claflic, whofe genuine fenfe we are ftudious to explore. 

* Unblinded by fyftem, and exempt from every fpecies of pre- 
judice, we without partiality avail ourfelves of ail thofe lights of 
criticifm, which the learned labours of others, as well as our Own 
unbiafied judgment may afford ; and a clear conception of the one 
true meaning of the author foon rewards our toils. 

‘ Were this our invariable procefs in the expofition of the facred 
page, a paflage once elucidated and explained by thofe aids, which 
the prefent age enjoys in fuch fuperior meafure, like a well eftablith- 
ed experiment in philofophy, might be appealed to with confidence 
—its recital would have the force of legal evidence in the pleadings 
of the opponent parties; and could no longer be employed in the 
fupport of thofe bafelefs fabrics of divinity, which have fo fre- 
quently difhonoured the Chriftian name.’ 

The authors proceed more particularly to ftate that method 
of advancing fcriptural knowledge, which they would with 
to recommend, and which is certainly framed with great 
critical judgment. 

The contents of this number are, 

‘ J. An attempt to illuftrate John xiv. 1, 2, 3 

‘ Il. A new tranflation of Ifaiah, lii. 13—Iui. 12. with 
notes. | 

‘ III. The illuftration of Chrift’s laft difcourfe with his 
difciples, continued John xiv. 4—13.’ 

In times of fuperftition and ignorance, men are apt to 
believe im miracles and myfteries, even where none exitt. 
In the enlightened periods, on the contrary, of philofophy 
and refinement, they are apt, even in oppofition to daily ex- 
perience, and this is very wnphilofophical, to reje& as falfe 
every thing they cannot comprehend: Even among thofe 
profeffed Chriftians, whofe faith and fincerity we fhall not 
impeach, there are, who from a dread of appearing weak and 


cr¢dulous to the philofophical world, feem difpofed to give 
| ap 
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up every article of Chriftianity, which can poffibly be ex-. 
plained away. 

The authors of thefe commentaries and effays fhew a 
difpofition, and exercife a very confiderable degree of inge-, 
nuity, in their criticifms on the xiv chapter of John, to de- 
ftroy the belief of the divinity of Jefus Chrift, and of the 
ealbdnad of the Holy Spirit as a divine perfon, or a perfon 
of any kind. 

Our limits will not permit us to enter into a controverfy. 
with them: it is fufficient, that we have announced this, 
Socinian publicati on: The authors appear to be a kind of 
Chriftians : They are men of an ingenious and fpeculative 
turn of mind, who being willing to unite the contolations 
of Chriftianity with the reputation and the precifion of phi- 
lofophy, endeavour to bring down divine myfteries to the 
level of human capacity. 





Art. VII. Loui/a, a Poetical Novel, in four Epitties. By Mifs 
Seward. 4to. 3s. 6d. Robinfon. -1784. 


ROM the days of Ovid to our own, fearcely any fpecies. 

of poetry has been more affiduoufly cultivated, than that 
which, ‘felecting an interefting ftory, exprefles in the epitto- 
Jatory form the fentiments of the perfon mott nearly concern- 
ed. But thefe epiftles have always ftood fingle ; and, for any 
thing of which we are aware, Mifs Seward is the firft perfon 
who has thought of giving them to the world in a regular fe- 
ries, and thus of creating in fome meafure a new {pecies of 
poetry—the Poetical Epiftolary Novel. Wedonot efteem 

he thought by any means an unhappy one. | 

The ftory of the novel before us may be told in two 
words. Eugenio and Louifa are two happy lovers, Louifa in 
humble circumitances, Eugenio aftuent. ‘Their geod un- 
derftanding is broken by the filial piety of the hero. He 
marries another, and is unhappy. At length however his 
confort dies, every obftacle is removed, and his fate is united 
with the woman he loved. 

As the novel is a fpecies of compofition nearly allied to 
the epopee and the drama, it is to be tried by the fame laws, 
and examined under the headsof fable, charaéter, fentiment 
and diction. To the general outline of the fable of Louifa 
few objections can be made. The delineation of charac- 
ter is fcarcely attempted, except in the perfon of the wife of 
Eugenio. We will therefore beg leave to enter into a brief 
difcuffion of the manners of this lady : and the rather, as our 
fentiments of the poem under the other heads we have enu- 


- merated, will eafily blend themfelves with the difcuffion ; 
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and as this method of delivering them will, we apprehend; 
be moft intelligible and amufing to the reader. 
Eugenio, riding out one day, fuffers himfelf to be be- 

nighted. He hears at a diftance the cry of diftrefs. 

* Th’ uplifted cane grafp’d tternly in his hand,’ 
he haftens towards the place from which the voice proceeds. 
He finds a beautiful woman, in ruthle/s, felon-gripe, fereaming 
upon the ground. An engagement eniues, which is fo mi- 
nutely defcribed, that it would be an injury to our readers 
not to tranfcribe it. 

* Alarm’d, the villains quit the frruggling prey, 
And two, with terror ftruck, fpeed faft away. 


Fiercer the third, the arm of blood extends ; 
The levell’d tube, in dire direion, bends! 

Yet no cold fear arrefts my vengeful force, 

And his wag’d death-ball flies with erring courfe ; 


But not defcends my nervous blow in vain, 
The hidden lead indents the murd’rer’s brain ; 


With one demoniac glance, as down he fell, 
The foul ftarts furious from its wtal cell.’ 

The lady thus refcued is Emira, ume petite vilaine fille, 
rich, haughty, frolicfome, falacious, who takes it into her 
head to fall in love with Eugenio. He difcovers her fecret 
by the /oft diforder that hangs on her eye-lids. Indeed the does 
not appear very defirous to conceal it, and employs infinite 
coquetry to entrap his affections: She 

* Now, with arch’d brow, and fupercilious flare, 
Affects the emprefi-dignity of air ; 
And now, as reas’ning with a wayward heart, 
In trances, broken by the frequent ftart, 
With paufing ftep the wanders thro’ the grove, 
A female Proteus in the wiles of love!’ 

All thefe wiles, however, Eugenio behalds unmoved, 

‘ For oh! the fewer’d danguor of the eye, 
The refile/s blufbes, the voluptuous figh, 
Th’ impatient haughtirefs, but half conceal’d, 
The rage of _pleafure in each glance reveal’d, 
Tho’ in youth’s fervid hours, perchance they fire 
The kindling ardours of unaw’d defire, 
Quench, while the tranfent flames their force impart, 
The torch of paffion, e’er it reach the heart.’ 

In thefe circumftances, we believe, every confiderate 
reader will make allowance for Emira. Who indeed could 
help being a hittle provoked to find, that tranjfient flames, 
which were fo far fuccefsful as to impart their force, thould 
yet have the fingular and mortifying property, ultimately to 
quench the torch of paffion ? : . 

This inhuman- Eugenio however is not deftined to be 
always triumphant. He is fent for to his father, he fees 
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deep anguifb lower in bis dim gaze, hears from him the ftory of 
misfortunes which reduce him to the verge of bankruptcy, 
and.confents to abjure Louifa. If he do otherwile, 
¢ The torturing felf-reproach muft rend his brain, > 
And wake to phrenzy the remorfeful pain.’ 

Marriage, however, proves infufficient to correé the lux- 
urious, the libidinous temper of Emira. One fcene of 
diffipation is particularly inftanced, in which fhe makes 
choice of a mafquerade drefs, remarkably licentious in its 
appearance. 

¢ Her limbs by golden muflin ill conceal’d, 
Whofe clinging folds her perfect form reveal’d.’ 

Eugenio fees her, fhows her herinfant daughter, and very 

pathetically intreats her, that fhe would not 

* Pour the pain’d crimfon o’er the youthful face.’ 
But fhe is deaf to his expoftulations, haftens away, and 
cuckolds him once more, as. fhe had probably done fifty 
times already. At length, difeafe arrefts her in her abandon- 
ed carreer, fhe repents, expreffes the fincereft contrition, 
and 





- * O’er her form the fhadowy horrors fpread, 
The dim fuffufion that involves the DEAD.’ 

The reader will probably have by this time perceived, that 
we are not fortunate enough to be able to enlift ourfelves 
among the admirers of Miis Seward. ‘The paflages we have 
quoted will ferve equally well for fpecimens .of her ftyle of 
compofition, as of her manner of delineating charaéter. 
And after all, it is by ftyle in its moft extenfive fenfe, that a 
poet’s merit will finally be decided. -To Mifs Seward we 
cannot deny the praife of labour; but that labour is feldom - 
happy. It renders her obfcure, not animated. It loads her 
compofition with epithet and metaphor, without making it 
one grain more poetical. And while fhe ftalks upon the 
very talleft tilts ambition ever manufatured, the poverty of 
her imagination continually betrays her into the vulgar and 
profaic. Her native rags peep out at every opening of the 
glittering and fumptuous apparel fhe has affumed. She is 
the fartheft in the world from boafting a mufe of fire. Her 
poetry, fuch as it is, is entirely the child of cultivation ; 
nor does fhe appear to us to have inherited that tafte, whicls 
fometimes produces verfes, eafy, elegant and entertaining, 
without energy, and without originality. 

The following paflage we have thought proper to extraé& 
from the preface, ‘ This pcem has little chance to be popu- 
lar. A feeling heart, and a fondnefs for verfe, muft unite 
to render it interetting.—If, however, this little work has 
the honour to pleafe the few, in whom the kind and fweet 
affections are blended with poetic taffe, the end for wich it is 
. publifhed 
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publifhed will be obtained.’ After this, we hope, if the 
reader fhould agree with us, that Lovifa cannot boaft 
‘ tranfcendant poetic excellence,’ he will at. leaft admire 


the humble and modeft nature of the expectations of its 
author. , R 





Art. VIII. Peru, a Poem. In fix Cantos. By Helen Maria 
Williams. 4to. 4s. Cadell. 1784. 


T is impoffible to difcover a theme for poetical compofi- 
tion, more fertile and interefting, than the proceedings 
of the Spaniards in the new world: in which, as the fair 
author remarks, ‘ the unparalleled fufferings of an amiable 
‘ and innocent people, afford the fineft fubjeéts for true 
* pathos ; while their climate, entirely diflimilar to our own, 
‘ furnifhes new and ample materials for poetic defcription.’ 
It is alfo pleafing to obferve, that, after fo many venal mufes 
have employed their art in celebrating and adorning the 
Spanifh atchievements, a true-born daughter of freedom has 
at laft arifen, who, proceeding in a path diametrically the 
reverfe of theirs, has made it her bufinefs to place in their 
proper light the virtues of the Peruvians, and to brand with 
merited infamy the avarice and cruelty of their conquerors, 
Such were’ the prejudices we felt, when we opened the 
performance before us. Nor were our expectations difap- 
pointed. Mifs Williams was borna poet. She does not, 
like fome of her contemporaries, labour with the mufe,’ and 
*¢ ftrain from hard-bound brains eight lines a year.” Her 
ftyle is rich, flowing, and unaffected, and proves her com- 
pofition to be the child of nature; not the fickly and artifi- 
cial produce of cultivation. She is every where glowing, 
animated, and metaphorical. Nor does fhe feek after the 
figurative, and adopt it becaufe it is proper for poetry. No, 
it is in this kind of compofition fhe is moft at home; her 
tropes flow fpontaneoufly from her pen ; and before the ma- 
ic of her imagination every obje& of nature becomes in- 
ormed with a foul, and the whole profpeé is decorated with 
the colours of the rainbow. A few extracts will probably 
convince our readers of the juftice of thefe obfervations. 
The following, in which the mutual paffion of Atabalipa 
(or, as he is here called for the fake of harmony, Ataliba) 
and Alzira is announced, conveys a ftrong idea of the vigour 
and rapidity of conception with which it was written. 
* In AtauiBa’s pure, unfullied mind, 
Each mental grace, each lib’ral virtue fhin’d, 
And alluncultur’d by the toils of art, 
Bloom’d the dear genuine offspring of the heart: 
3 His 











SF We SF We 


~- “ 


th 


iS. 
pa 
a) 


Peru, a Poems: 


His gentle fpirit love’s foft power poffett, 
And ftamp’d Azira’s image in his breatt ; 
ALzIRA, pure as fancy’s infant dreams, 
Sweet as the vivid {mile that beauty beams, 
And form’d each tendernefs of foul to prove, 
That fooths in friendfhip, and that charms in love. 
But, ah! in vain the drooping mufe would paint, 
(Her accents languid, and her colours faint) 
How dear the joys love’s infant wifhes fought, 
How mild his fpirit, and how pure his thought, 
Ere wealth in fullen pomp was feen to rife, 
And rend the bleeding bofom’s fondett ties, 
Pall with his baleful touch th’ unfullied flower, 
And crufh the bloffom in affection’s bower ! 
Fortune, light nymph, ftill blefs thy fordid flaves, 
Still on the venal heart pour all it craves ; 
Bright in its view may golden vifions fhine, 
And loft Peruvia ope each glitt’ring mine ; 
And bring the robe that Eattern pomp difplays, 
The gems that ripen in the torrid blaze, 
Collected may the mingled fplendors ftream 
Full on the eye that courts the gaudy beam. 
But ah, mild love! if haply this late day 
One artlefs mind avows thy fofter fway, 
Pours at thy fhrine pure nature’s fimple ftrain, 
And ftrews the heart’s fweet incenfe on thy fane; 
Give to the breaft that {corns each glitt’ring toy, 
Give the delicious thrill of gen’rous joy! 
Ah never let thy haplefs vot’ry prove 
The chilling pang of alienated love ; 
And from that agony the fpirit fave 
When unrelenting yawns the op’ning grave, 
When death diffolves the ties for ever dear, 
When frantic paflion pours her parting tear ; 
With all the cherith’d pains affection feels, 
Hangs on the quiv’ring lip that filerce feals, 
Views fondnefs ftruggling in the clofing eye, 
And marks it mingling in the falt’ring figh, 
As thé lov’d form, while folded to her breaft, 
On ‘earth’s cold bofom feeks more lafting reft, 
Leaves her fond foul in hopelefs grief to mourn, 
Clafp the pale corfe, and bathe th’ unconfcious urn ; 
Mild tothe wounds that pierce her bleeding heart, 
Nature’s expiring pang, and death’s keen dart.’ 


It is impofflible to conceive of a more picturefque and lux- 
urlant imagination than that which dictated the following 
lines. 


* Now the ftern partner of P1zarro’s toils, 
ALMAGRO, lur’d by hope of golden fpoils, 

To diftant Chili’s ever-verdant meads, 

Thro’ paths untrod, a band of warriors leads— 
O’er the high Andes’ frozen fteeps they go, 
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And linger ’mid eternal hills of fnow : 

In vain the vivifying orb of day 

Darts on the impervious ice his tervid ray ; 
Cold, keen as chains the oceans of the pole, 
Blatts the fhrunk frame, and chills the vig’rous foui— 

At length they reach luxuriant Chili’s plain, 

Where ends the dreary bound of winter’s reign ; 

Where {pring in blofioms hid his haggard form, 

Bade her mild foul his fhiv’ring bofom warm, 

On his wan lip her tender fmile impreft, 

And fmooth’d with foft’ning touch his ruffled vett ; 

Shed her mild odours thro’ th’ unvaried year, 

And bath’d the flower of Summer with het tear.’ 

Such are the claims Mifs Williams has to our applaufe. 
Itis not, however, to be pretended, that fhe ts without her 
faults. She has indeed all the faults, that can be expected to 
fpring from an inexhauftible fancy, untutored by learning, 
and unpruned by the feverity of criticifm and the tardy hand 
of experience. It may be obferved, that of all modes of 
compofition, a ftyle nighly figurative is moft inimical to the 
pathetic. When the affections are to be excited, the lan- 
guage muft be perfeétly fimple and natural. We- ought to 
lofe-fight of the poet, and to appear to be touched only by 
incident and fituation. Si vis me flere, dolendum eft primum 
ipfi tibi. “The moment the art of the poet appears, we.are 
convinced that his mind is difengaged and at eafe, we forget 
the diftrefs of his perfonages, and attend only to the {kill 
and ingenuity of the defcription. What kind of fenfations, 
for example, are excited by fuch verfes as thefe? 

‘ The tear of mingled agony fhe theds— 

It quiv’ring falls on ATaLiBa’s chain, 

He feels it thrill in every fhiv’ring vein—.’ 

‘ The fwelling pang unable to fultain, 

Diftra€tion throb’d in every fhiv’ring vein.’ 

* Where the deep throbs of agony impart 

The-fears that fiver at a mother’s heart.’ 

** Can’ft thou—the murd’rer of my peace, controul 

** The grief that fwells, the pang that rends my foul ?” 
We do not mean, however, to infinuate, that the fair au- 
thor has always failed even in her attempts upon the Se age 
‘The following lines are in our opinion a ftrong inftance to 
the contrary. They treat the moft obvious of all appear- 
ances in an original manner, they give novelty to a thread- 
bare idea, and carry it home to the heart in a way not lefs 
irrefiftible than unexpected. 

¢ But, ah! what form of language can impart 

The frantic grief that wrung AciLog’s heart, 

When to the height of hopelefs forrow wrought, 

The fainting fpirit feels a pang of thought 

Which never painted in the hues of fpeech, 
Lires at the foul, and mocks expreffion’s reach !” 
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In the mean time, the unbounded profufion of - images 
of which we have complained, is not confined to thofe parts 
in which pathos ought to have predominated. It pervades 
the whole poem. And the difadvantage is increafed in the 

refent inftance, by the plan of the performance. Mifs 
Williams has not, as fhe obferves in the preface, ‘ attempt- 
‘ ed a full, hiftorical narration of the fall of the Peruvian 
‘ empire: fhe has only aimed at detailing a few incidents 
‘ in that romantic ftory.’ In purfuance of this idea, fhe 
has fele&ted three or four independent ftories for the fubjeé& 
of herwork. No one of them is fufficiently dilated to make 
a ftrong impreffion upon the reader, and far from combining 
their effect, we are fcarcely able to perceive by what chain 
of connexion they have been brought together. Upon the 
whole, we may fay of the metaphors of this poem, without 
an improper compliment to the author, that, like the ftars 
in the galaxy, each of them feparately would attract our 
admiration ; but united, they prefent an objeét too confufed 
and indiftin&, to be able to excite the higheft. dégree of 
pleafure. R 





- 


Art. IX. Letters on Infidelity. By the Author of a Letter to 
Doétor Adam Smith. 12mo. 3s. Oxford, Prince. London, 
Robinfow. 1784. 


HIS is one of the moft extraordinary compofitions 

of fcurrility, buffoonery and intolerance, that ever 
patied through our hands. Its profeffed defign is, by deteét- 
ing fome of the late publications in favour of deifm, to pre- 
vent the growth of infidelity ; and we believe the author is 
in earneft. But if the infidels had been defirous to bring for. 
ward a fictitious defence of Chriftianity, fo written as moft 


to difcredit the caufe it pretended to fupport, they could 


fcarcely have been more fuccefsful. ‘The performance very 
completely prefents us with that moft difguitful of all afflem- 
blages, the vindictive malice of an inquifitor with the broad 
humour of a jack-pudding. Did you ever fee a miferable 
rafcal of a pedagogue cutting his abortive jokes, at the fame 
time that he lafhes his unfortunate viétim? Such is the au- 
thor of the Letters on Infidelity. | 
As we are perfeétly fatisfied, that Chriftianity ftands in 
need of no fuch auxiliaries, and that, even if it did, fuch 
auxiliaries could not be of fubftantial fervice to any caufe, 
we make no fcruple of expofing a writer of the ftamp of 
the author of thefe letters. And we cannot do this more ef- 
fe€tually than by laying before our readers a fpecimen or two 
of his work. 
Among 
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Among the performances that come under his examina- 
tion are the potthumous works, and Mr. Pratt’s Apology for 
the Life of Hume. It has been generally allowed, that Mr. 
Hume was an amiable and a virtuous man, and for our parts, 
we fee no mifchief that can accrue to Chriftianity from the 
conceffion. Our author acknowledges indeed, that Mr. 
Hume was regular and friendly, and not abfolutely deftitute 
of common honefty. But he ‘* has written Eflays, con- 
‘© taining certain doétrines, and leading to certain confe- 
** quences. Weighed againft a conduét like this,”’ conti- 
nues he, ‘* the moralities of focial life are duft upon the ba- 
‘* Jance!”’ In fine, he is clearly of opinion, that his pro- 
ceedings claimed the animadverfion of the fecular arm, and 
that to be pilloried was the mildeft punifhment that could in 
reafon be inflicted upon him. 

Something more than one half of the volume is confe- 
crated to the refutation of a fhilling pamphlet of which we 
never heard, entitled ‘* Doubts of the Infidels;’? and the 
manner in which it is introduced to our notice is fo curious, 
that we fhall take the liberty to extract the whole paflage. 

* Since the appearance of the unbelieving fraternity among us, in 
thefe latter days, they have been celebrated for many extraordinary 
qualities: but their characteriftic virtue, I think, has been mode/y. 
A remarkable inftance of this virtue has manifefted itfelf in their 
conduct refpecting the publication of a certain edifying pamphlet, 
entitled Doubts of the Infidels: or Queries relative to Scriptural Incon- 


Jifrencies and Contradifions---Submitted to the confideration of the Bench 


ef Bifbops-----By a weak Chriftian. It ftole abroad in fo humble and 
referved a manner, without the name of printer, or vender, that it 
was a long time before I heard there was fuch a pamphlet in being. 
Informed, however, by a friend, that there certainly was fuch a 
thing, and that he had actually feen it, I made application to fe- 
veral bookfellers of note in town; but they declared, they knew 
nothing of the matter. As I am one of thofe who love to learn 
what is ftirring, I was not to be eafily put by ; and therefore refted 
not, till I had made myfelf mafter of a copy. Ha in my 
prize, with my hand upon my pocket I betook myfelf immediately 
home, and having provided the implement neceffary for the pur- 
pofe, began to open the leaves. 

_ © Inthe procefs of this operation, the firft words that caught my 
eye were the following in P. v. of the epittle dedicatory to my lords 
the bifhops—‘* Inner chambers of the holy Inquifition—Whips, 
$* cords, pullies, fcrews, wheels, iron crows, and red hot pincers.” 
Having no predileétion for good things of this particular kind, | 
refumed my work, determining not to peep any more, till I came 
to the top of P 20. where my attention was again forcibly arretted 
by the expreflions—‘“* Ripping women with child, dafhing infants 
as - pieces againft the rocks, and broiling men to death with flow 
* fires. ! ) 
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I now laid down the pamphlet, and confidered with myfelf, what 
had happened lately among us, to occafion this lamentable yelping. 
Sometimes | thought the archbifhop of York, in the courfe of his 
Jaft vifitation, muft have wedged fome northern herefiarch under 
the fcrew, and with one turn of the machine, to the great diver- 
fion of the company, cracked all the bones in his tkin, like the 
claws of a lobfter. At other.times I concluded (though no men- 
tion had been made of it in the Morning Chronicle) that his grace 
of Canterbury had invited the bifhops to dine with him upon.a 
roafted infidel, whipped to death by his chaplains. That one of 
thefe events had taken place, there feemed to be little doubt, though 
it was impoffible to fay which. 

I finifhed, however, my tafk of leaf opening, and began to read 
regularly ; when I found that a deed had been done ftill more atro- 
cious and petrifying than either of the above; for that, by an act 
of parliament procured by thefe fame bloody-minded prelates of 
ours, the infidels are now obliged, on a Sunday evening, to blaf- 

eme in PRIVATE! 

‘ This is a falling off, to which my memory furnifhes me with 
nothing fimilar, unlefs it be the {tory of a man, much given to the 
ufe of the /ong bow, who afferted, one morning, to his tamily, that 
he had juft feen forty couple of dogs running through the yard. 
It being denied that fo many were kept in the country, ‘ Nay,” 
cried he, ** 1 am fure there were swenty.”. The audience {till con- 
tinuing fceptical, ‘* Why, then,” faid he, with pertect gravity, 
“¢ it was our little brown cur !” 

If the reader is defirous of feeing any thing more in the 
fame ftyle, and for that purpofe recurs to the work itfelf, we 
can affure him, he will not be difappointed. Among other 
things he will find a prefcription of Dr. Radcliffe’s for mak- 
ing wit out of hot hafty-pudding; and a valuable receipt by the 
author himfelf for the produétion of hog-puddings from hu- 
man blood. Ay aargs 7 
_Serioufly, to adopt the phrafeology of our author: ‘* The, 
** praduétjon which’has thus paffed under our confideration, | 
** fron» the:Jow and illiberal manner in which it is penned, 
may-e accounted by many to be beneath notice. But 
** nothwigtis beneath notice, which is calculated to deceive 
** and feduce the ignorant and the unwary” into a diffidence 
of the beft of caufes, by the injudicious manner in which 
that caufe is attempted to be fupported. It is agreed by men 
of- liberal thinking, that the fentiments of fome fects of 
Chriftians, thofe of genuine popery “for inftance, are ‘more 
pernicious in their tendency than open deifm. Why then 
fhould we not at length be induced to reafon with deifts in the 
fame candid and difpaffionate manner, which the wifeft dif- 
putants employ towards their mifguided fellow-Chriftians ? 
Why fhould we not at length admit that the religion of Je- 
fus, however unqueftionably divine, is not without its dif- 
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34 A concife Hifiory of Knighthood. 


ficulties ; and that a man, feduced by unhappy prejudices, 
may be fincere even in the rejection of it? Till this be done, 
perfons, whofe deifm is fomething more than the diétate of 
unbridled paflion, and who feel the reality and importance 
of the objections that prefs upon their minds, will fearcely 
~ be perfuaded to give us a patient hearing. 

M. 





Arr. X. A conc: fe Llifiory of Kuigh:hood, Containing the religious 
and military Orders which have been inftituted in Europe. With 
Deferiptions of their Mantles, Caps, Collars, Stars, Ribbons, § 
and Mottes. Alfo Accounts of the Inftailations of the Garter, 7 
Bath, Thiitle, and St. Patrick ; and correct Lifts of the Knights | 
of each. To which is added, the ancient Ceremonies ufed at 
Duels, Combats, Jutts, and Tournaments. ,The whole inter- | 
iperfed with 82 Copper-plates, comprifing 42 Orders accurately | 
drawn, and neatly engraved. Being the compieteft Colleétion | 
ever publifhed in Great Britain. Collected trom the beft and 
snoft approved Prints and Manuferipts. With a correct Index to @ 
the Whole. By Hugh Clark, Heraldic Engraver. 2 vols. Svo. 7 
22s. W. Strahan. - 


HE fubje&t of this work is infinitely curious; and it 
is obvious, that ample and inquifitive details concern- 
ing Chivalry and Knighthood, while they would be highly 
initruetive in themlelves, would tend to refle& a very clear 
light upon antiquities and hittory. When we make this af- | 
fertion, however, we fuppofe, that the details are condu&ted * 
by men who have adorned themfelves with learning, and who | 
have been favoured with high natural endowments. But 
though it 1s demonftratively evident that books ought only 
to be written by fuch men; yet fo great are the caprices of 
human vanity and folly, that individuals without knowledge 
and penetration, are often prepotteroufly employed in the taik 
of inftruéting mankind, and of expofing themielves to ridi- 
cule. | 
To the praife of the author of thefe volumes, there is 
little to be urged. He has indeed had recourfe to ufeful and 
laborious works, in order to direct and guide him. But no [ 
habits of education or ftudy had prepared him to draw a 
roper advantage from them. He pored over authorities 
which he could not comprehend; and has extracted from 
them a mafs or chaos of matter which can neither inform nor 
amufe ; but which may be cited as an evidence of his own 
imbecillity. Indeed, he has fometimes indulged himfelf in 
laying before his readers faithful tranfcripts from anticnt hif- 
torical monuments and from approved authors ; and when 
this 
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this happens to be the cafe, his volumes are cither entertain- 
ing or ufeful. But this merit js not properly his; and as an 
author, we muft pronounce him to be fuperficial, ill in- 
formed, and defective, in the greateft degree. 

As a fpecimen of his work, we fhall extraé the whole of 
his differtation concerning Knighthood. Though it is thort 
and exceedingly erroneous, it has yet more merit than 
any other portion of his performance. 

¢ The Enelith title Knight is derived from the Saxon Cuxié, or 
Kueche Teutonick, a fervant; and in all probability proceeded trom 
their ferving the King in his wars. Ver/fegan fays, this title was 
given by our anceftors to fuch as were admitted tor their merits 
to be Knights to the King, being his own fervants, officers, or re- 
tainers, to ride with him; it feems that fame, if not all, were an- 
ciently called Knights-riders. 

‘ The mott ancient. manner of conferring knighthood was by put- 
ting the military belt loofe over the fhoulder, or girding it clote 
aboyt the waift. The firft Chriftian Kings, at givine their belt, 
kiffed the new Knight on the left check, faying, /» honoxr of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghof, I make you a Knight, 

‘ The firft account (according to Sir William Segar) that we 
have of ceremonies in making a Knight in England, was in the 
year 506, in the fyllowing manner; viz. A ftage was erected in 
fome cathedral, or fpacious place near it, to which the gentlemah 
was conducted to receive the honour of knighthood. Being feated 
ona chair decorated with green filk, it was demanded of him if he 
were of a good contlitution, and able to undergo the fatizue re- 
quired in a foldier; alfo whether he were a man of good morals, 
and what ctedible witneffes he could produce to affirm the fame. 

* Then the Bifluop, or chief Prelate of the church, adminittered 
the following oath: Sir, you that dejire to receive the order of Knight- 
hood, frvear before God, gad this holy book, that you will uct fubt 
againft bis Majefy, that now beffoweth the order of Knighthood upon 
yon, You fhall alfo fwear, to maintain ang defend all Ladies, Gentie- 
women, Widows, and Orphans; aud you fiall /bun np adventure of 
your perfon in any war wherein you fhall happen to be. 

* The oath being taken, two Lords led him to the King, who 
drew his fword, and laid it upon his head, faying, God and S:, 
George (or what other faint the King pleafed to name) make thee a 
good Kajght; after which, feyen Ladies drefled in white came and 
girt a fword to his fide, and four Knights put on his fpurs. 

* Thefe ceremonies being over, the Queen took him by the right 
hand, and a Duchefs by the left, and led him to a rich feat, placed 
on an afcent, where they feated him, the King iitting on his right 
hand, and the Queen on his left. 

* Then.the Lords and Ladies alfo fat down upon feats, three de- 
feents under the King; and bcing-all thus feated, they were en- 
tertained with a delicate collation ; and fo the ceremony ended. 

* If any Knight abfented himfelf difhonourably trom his King’s 
igrviee, leaving his coloyrs, going over to the enemy, betraying 
pt cafiles forts, &c. for fuch crimes he was apprehended, and caufed 
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‘o be armed cap-a-pee, and then feated on a fcaffold ereéted in the 
church, where, after the prieft having fung fome funeral Pfalms, as 
though he had been dead ; they firft took off his helmet, to fhew his 
face, then his military girdle, broke his fword, cut off his fpurs 
trom his heels with a hatchet, pulled off his gauntlets, and after his 
whole armour, and then reverfed his coat of arms: after which the 
Heralds crying out, ** This is a difloyal mifcreant,” with many 
other ignoble ceremonies, he was thrown down the ftage with a rope: 
but now the martial law is ufually put in execution, by difpatching 
fuch traiterous perfons by a file of mufqueteers. 

* In the time of the Saxons here in England, Knights received 
their inftitutions at the hands of great prelates, with many religious 
ceremonies ; but after the Conqueit this cuftom was reftrained by a 
fynod at Weftminfter, A. D.1102. 3 Henry I. 

* Knighthood anciently depended upon tenure; fo that he who 
held a knight’s-fee might be compelled to take the fame, or undergo 
a fine, which quite debafed the title. Camden fays, Knights were 
made upon account of their cftates; for they who had a great 
Knight’s-fee (that is, if we may credit old records, 680 acres of 
land) claimed the honour of Knighthood, as thereby entitled to it. 

¢ In Henry the Third’s reign whoever had the’ yearly revenue of 
fifteen pounds in land, was compelled to receive this dignity : fo that 
the title was become rather a burthen than an honour. In the year 
1256 the King iffued a proclamation, «whereby it was ordered and ce- 
clared throughout the realm, that whoever had fifteen librats of land or 
above, Jbould be knighted, for increafe of the military firength of Eng- 
land, as itwas in Italy; and that they who would not, or cculd not, 
Support the honour of Knighthood, fhould compound for a difpenfation, 

* And in thofe days, when the King made a Knight, he fat in 
ftate upon his throne, in robes of gold, with a fmall gold crown up- 
on his head ; and to every Knight he allowed one hundred fhillings 
for his equipage. 

* And not only the King, but the Earls alfo, conferred knight- 
hood, in that age. The Earl of Gloucefter having proclaimed a 
tournament, knighted his brether William ; and Simon de Monte- 
fort, Earl of Leicefter, conferred the fame honour upon Gilbert de 
Clare. 

‘ Note. A Knight’s fervice was a tenure, by which feveral lands 
in this nation were held of the King. But it is abolifhed by ftatute 
of 12 Car. II. chap. 24. The qualifications for knighthood are 
merit, birth, and eftate; they are to be Gentlemen of three pater- 
nal defcents, bearing coat armour. 

* The different orders of knighthood are divided into two claffes ; 
the firft confifts of the religious, which not only includes the de- 
fence of the Princes, the State, and of Chriftianity, but alfo by 

rticular vows, and other rules, renders them entirely under fub- 
jection to their chief. The fecond clafs comprehends the military, 
which Sovereigns have eftablifhed to encourage the nobility, and 
keep emulation among the fybjects in the wars, and the management 
of itate affairs.’ 

It is pleafant to obferve, that while the author makes 
Knighthood to depend entirely upon the holding of a sag 
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fee from the crown, he yet allows, that there were knights 
in England during the Anglo-Saxon times. Now in the 
Anglo-Saxon times, there was no fuch thing known as a 
knight’s fee, confequently according to his principles, the 
inftitution of knighthood could not then exift. The knight’s 
fee was a refult of the invention of knight-fervice; and this 
mode of feudality was unknown in England till the age of 
William the Norman. But there is no pleafure or honour 
in remarking the miftakes of a writer like our author; and 
although the paflage before us abounds with errors, we fhall 
content ourfelves with the wild imperfection which we have 
juft pointed out. 

While thefe volumes, however, are altogether ufelefs to 
men of letters, it is to be obferved, that the engravings with 
which they abound may be of utility to heraldic painters, 
ftatuaries, modellers, engravers, jewellers, and enamellers. 
This is the only merit of the work; and while we confult 
our candour in pointing it out, we alfo give way te it, when 
we regret, that the engravings are neither fo exaé, nor fo 
well executed as we could have wifhed them to have been, 





Art XI. Sacred Biography: or, the Hiftory of the Patriarchs from 
Ifaac to the Birth of Mofes inclutively: being a Courfe of Lec- 
tures delivered at the Scots Church, London-Wail. By Henry 
Hunter, D. D. vol. 2. 8vo. 6s. boards. J. Murray. 1784. 

(See our Review for November laf for an Account of Vol. 1.) 
HE method, we believe, has obtained among the 
prefbyterian and congregational churches in a greater 

or lefs degree ever fince their inftitution, of devoting a part 
of their public fervices to the expounding. the facred 

{criptures. This, which by too many of his brethren had 

been made the vehicle of a dry and unintelligible criticifm, 

or a ftill more unintelligible and difgraceful jargon of enthu- 
fafm, Dr. Hunter has in thefe Leétures redeemed from the 
difrepute into which it had fallen. ‘The ftory of the bible, 
though full of fingular and affeéting incidents, is to the laft 
degree fimple and unambitious. Its beauties do not lie on 
the furface. There is nothing therefore which is more fuf- 
ceptible of the ornaments of paraphrafe and enlargement; 
and to this our author has judicioufly confined himfelf. His 
ityle is that of elegance and tafte. Nor does this conftitute 
its higheft pretenfions. It is the language of the heart, the 
genuine effufion of fentiment and feeling, and does as much 
honour to the {pirit of the writer as to his underitanding. 

One brief f{pecimen of this kind we will lay before our read~ 

ers,—Dr, Hontr is deferibing the flight of Jacob, in con- 
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fequéfice of the wéll Known déception he had pra&tiféd upon 
his father. 
* While hé is practifine deceit upon his néareft relations in Ca- 


naan, Providénce js filently preparing the means of requiting him 7 
perfon of one already a near relation, and 7 


in Padan-aram, in the 
about to be much moré ¢clofely allied to him, Laban the Syrian, a 
fan much more cunning and felfifh, and much lefs ferupulous than 
himfélt. As this is a character which the infpired painter has 
delineated with peculiar felicity and fkill, it may now be neceffary 
to look back for a few moments, and to obferve the fifft opéhing of 








Laban’s {pirit and teniper, as they appeat on the face of the facred | 


drarha. 


* Abraham’s fervant being arrived in Mefopotatnia, if fearch of 7 


a wite fot Tiaac his young mafter, providentially conducted, lights 


on Rebekah the fitter of this Laban, by the well of water. Having | 


briefly unfolded hig commiflion; and made her a prefent fuitable to 


ra 
f 


his mafter’s rank and affluence, ihe runs home to acquaint her re- | 


lations of the adventure. | 
the gold, and by the account he had heard of the ftate in which 


Laban inftantly attracted by the fight of | 


Abrahain’s fervant travelled, very prudently concludes that fuch « | 


éonnedction might be improved to very great advantage. Hence that 
»rofufion of civility and kindnefs to an entire ftrahger, .“* come in, 
** thou bletied of the Lord, wherefore ftandelt thou without ? For 
*¢ I have prepared the houte and room tor the camels.” Gen. xxiv. 31, 
Did wé not atterwards difcovér him to be provelling, greedy, aivt 
mercenary, this might hate paffed for the language of kindneis and 
hofpitality ; but when the whole is taken in connection, we fee a 
man froth firft to lait; invariably attached to his own intereft, em- 
ploying his very daughters as mere inftruments of commerce, and 
prizing nothing but as it miniilered to his profit. Of all the paf- 
fions of our nature, thére is nohe fo fteady, uniform, and confittent 
as this is. Avarice héver tirés by exercife, never lofes fight of its 


objet; it gathers ftreugth by gratification, grows vigorous by old | 


ace, dnd inflames thé héatt when the vital fluid can hardly force a 
paflage through it. What a feaft for fuch a fpirit the concluding 
fcene -of the marriage treaty for Rebekah, ** the fervant brought 


** forth jewels of filver, and jewels of sold, and raiment, and gave | 


** them to Rebekah: he gave alfo to her brother, and to her mo- 
** ther precious things,” 

The unaffuming nianner in which our author introduces 
himfelf to the public difarms criticifm, and converts our dif- 


approbation of a few inaccuracies into aftonifhment at the ge- f 


neral elegance and attraction which prevails through the work. 
Upon the general turn of the work however candour does 
not forbid our delivering a few ftri€tures; and they will be 
the beit proof of the fincerity of our applaufe. It is obvious 
to remark that Dr. Hunter has loft one of the advantages of 
hiftorical writing, by facrificing the unity of each particular 
difcourfe to the defign of the whole. Too folicitous to bring 
in a variety of little incidents, he has not allowed the more 
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important ones room enough in his canvas. Ever and anon 
we meet with a ftroke in the ftvle and the true fpirit of 
Sterne, who appears, in his Shimet, and elfewhere, the very 
beft of all the writers who have attempted to iketch the 
draughts of facred ftory; but, inftead of purfuing the hint 
he had itarted, Dr. Hunter ties off in the moft mortifying 
manner, to the next point in his narrative. Of coafe- 
quence, he rather exhibits great capabilities, than firft rate 
beauties. 

But that with which we are leaft of all pleafed, is the hu- 
mour of hunting for types in every incident which comes 
before us. The apoftles have done fomething of this kind 
in conformity to Jewifh prejudices, and there can be no im- 
propriety in preferving the idea where they have explicitly 
pointed it out. But the rage of fearching every corner of the 
bible, and torturing every event into a hint of this fort is 
highly abfurd. ‘To a mind difpofed to {piritualife every ob- 
ject of nature, all he fees becomes diftorted, and a fick. man’s 
dreams have as much confiitency and beauty. We will en- 
gage to difcover more points of refemblance to our faviour 
in the hiftories of Alexander the Great and Hyder Ali Khan, 
than can be found in many of thofe ftories which have beew 
employed for this purpofe —Thefe objections however lie 
only againft a few Icattered paflages of Dr. Hunter’s work ; 
and, upon the whole, we do not fcruple to pronouncé it an 
important acquifition to the caufe of fober, refpectable and 
generous theology. 


_— 





Art. XII. An Feffay on the Treatment and Conver fion of African Slaves 
in the Britifh Sugar Colonies. By the Rev. James Ramfay, M. A. 
Vicar of Tefton, in Kent. 8vo. 4s. Boards. Puillips. 


HE general prevalence of flavery is a melancholy pic- 
- ture at once of the injuftice and mifery cf the haman 
fpecies. It was eftablifhed among the Egyptians, Affyrians, 
Babylonians, Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Greeks, and Ro- 
mans, aud, in general, among ail the nations of antiquity. 
It exifted, alfo, among the feudal nations founded on the 
ruins of the Roman empire. It prevails at prefent in every 
part of Afia, in Africa, though in a milder degree, and in 
the American colonies, that were planted by the different na- 
tions of Europe. On the contrary, in Europe itfeli, flavery 
has been very much limited, and, in moft nations in a great 
meafure abolifhed. in Great Britain it js wholly unknown. 
Thofe flaves however, who correfpond to the Adfcripti- 
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glebe of the Romans who were employed in agriculture, are 





{till in that fituation in Denmark, Rutfia, Poland, and Ger- 
many. : 

It is evident, indeed, from the prefent ftate of things, 
that a certain degree of fubordination cannot but exitt 
in civil fociety, But, to make a man a flave, to de- 

rive him of every haman right, to reduce him to the 
mag fituation with cattle, in return for his hard labour 
to allow him only a fcanty fubfiftence, and to fubjett 
him to all the oppreffion and puniihment, which the ca- 
pricious cruelty or intereft of a tyrannical matter may dic- 
tate, is undoubtedly a moft horrid perverfion of the law of 
nature. Every attempt, therefore, to refcue fo many mil- 
lions of the human race from this moit miterabie and 
wretched ftate, and to ieftore them to their natural rights 
and privileges, is intitled, at leaft to the praife of humanity, 
and muft meet with the warmett approbation of all men of 
feeling. But, when to beneyclence of defign is added ability 
in execution, the author is rewarded not only with appro- 
bation, but with high refpect. 

The eflay under review is fuch an attempt as we have now 
defcribed. We fhall therefore give a fuller analyfis of it, 
than we can afford to do of books of equal genius, but de- 
voted to lefs noble ends, It is the glory of literature that it 
infenfibly humanizes the manners of men, and a LireE- 
Bary REv IEW triumphs in an occafion of difplaying its 
direct application to the purpofes of philanthropy. 

The prefent Effay on Slavery is divided into five chap- 
ters, which we fhall confider in their order. In the firft our 
author takes notice of that diverfity of talents, which nature 
has conferred on different men, which difpofes them to unite 
in fociety, and enables them to fill with propriety the various 
offices of civil life. He obferves, that the members of 
every independent community naturally divide into different 
ranks, into foyereign and fubje&, mafters and family, em- 
ployer and employed, and makes a number of remarks 
equally juft and humane on the duties and privileges of 
men, in each of thefe relations. We have next a pleafing 
account of the mild and humane treatment of flaves among 
the Jews and Athenians ; of the laws that were enaéted in 
their favour, and of the advantages that refulted from thence 
to their mafters and to the community. With this conduét 
he contrafts that of the Spartans, who are faid to have treated 
their flaves with the greateft barbarity, and alfo the cruelties 
infliéted on their flaves by the Romans. 

The attention of the author is next direéted to the ftate of 
flavery in gothic times. As the greater part of flaves were then 
employ ed 
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employed in agriculture, at-a diftance from the mafter, and 
free from his immediate infpection and controul, he found 
his advantage in allowing them a certain portion of the pros 
duce of the ground. In this manner they gradually ac- 
quired various privileges, till at latt they became free. It is 
obferved, on this part of his fubjeét, that Chriftianity tended 
very much to aboiifh flavery, as its profeflors thought it a 

jous and meritorious aét to give liberty to their flaves. 
ahi alfo another circumftance taken notice of by our au- 
thor, which was highly favourable to liberty in Europe, 
namely the difputes and quarrels that arofe between the Kings 
and their great Barons who had numerous dependents. The 
Sovereigns, therefore, encouraged the emancipation of the 
flaves of the great lords, with a view to weaken their power, 
and to make friends of enemies. It is obferved, to the dif- 
grace of this country, that one Hawkins, an Englifhman, 
was the firit who gave occafion to the prefent inhuman flave 
trade between Africa and America. 

Mr. Ramfay next gives an account of a plan of flavery 
propofed by the celebrated FLETCHER OF SALTOUN, for 
Scotland, in the year 1698, when the country was reduced 
to a ftate of famine by a feries of unfruitful years. Although 
our author finds fault, in many refpeéts, with Mr. Fletcher’s 
plan, he wifhes, on the whole, that the flavery in our Sugar 
colonies were fuch as was here propofed. 

We are next prefented with fome of the excellent regula- 
tions made by the French government, to the fhame of Eng- 
land, for the proper maintenance and religious inftruction of 
their flaves. Pies the nature of the governments of England 
and France, one would naturally expect to find the flaves in the 
Britith colonies in a much better fituation than thofe in the 
French plantations : but the French colonifts enjoy more li- 
berty, and pay fewertaxesthan the inhabitants of France. The 
French planters are always prefent with their flaves, and they 
live within their incomes, They feldom think of returning 
to Europe, and therefore never over work their flaves in 
making hafte to get rich ; while an Englith planter thinks of 
nothing but oppreffing his flaves, in order to acquire a for- 
tune, that he may return to old England, which he calls his 
home, in order to vie with the nobility in entertainments, 
extravagance, and diffipation. In aan: tle: of thefe dif- 
ferences, the French flaves are better drefled, more orderly, 
and fenfible, and much honefter than Englifh flaves. 

The next fubjeét, is the ftate of flaves, in the Britith colo- 
nies, where only two or three laws have been paffed to fe- 
cure the fmalleft degree of mild ufage. ‘* A horfe, a cow, 
** ora fheep, is much better prote&ted with us, than a bes 

** flave 
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oe 


flave. For the former, if fourid in a trefpafs, are not to be 


‘* injured, but fecured for their owners ; while a half-ftarved 
** negroe may, for breaking a fingle cane, which, probably, he 


himfelf has planted, be hacked to pieces with a cutlafs, 


** even though incapable of refiftance, or of flight from the 
** overfeer who eatchies him in the fat. Nav, we have men 
** amongft us, who dare to boaft of their giving orders to 
** their watchmen not to bring home any flave whom they 
“* find breaking of canes, but, as they call it, to Aide them, 
‘* that 1s, to ki/l and bury them. Accordingly, it fometimes 
“ happens that, fome poor wretch is miffing, and fome la- 
** cerated carcafe 1s difcovered.” 

The author defcribes the various branches of the occupa- 
tions of the flaves: He takes notice of the great number of 
hours in the day, in which they are obliged to labour, and 
of the crue! punifhment that is infli€ted if their work is not 
executed. Some general obfervations are alfo made on the 
practice of different plantations, with regard to work, main- 
tenanee, and other particulars relating to thefe poor wretches. 
The following, is a day, as it is fpent by an African flave in 
the Britith fugar colonies. 

* The difcipline of a fugar plantation is as exaét as that of a regi- 
ment: at four o’clock in the morning the plantation bell rings to 
call the flaves into the field. Their work is to manure, dig, and 
hoe, plow the ground, to plant, weed, and cut the cane, to bring 
it tothe mill, to have the juice exprefled, and boiled into fugar. 
About nine o’clock, they have half an hour for breakfaft, which 
they take in the field. Again they fall to work, and, according to 
the cufiom of the plantation, continue until eleven o’clock, or noon; 
the bell then rings, and the flaves are difperfed in the neighbour- 
hood, to pick up about the fences, in the mountains, and faliow or 
wafte grounds, natural grafs and weeds for the horfes and cattle. 
The time allotted for this branch of work, and preparation of din- 
ner, vaties from an hour and an half, to near three hours. In 
colle€ting pile by pile their little bundles of grafs, the flaves of low 
land plantations, frequently burnt up by the fun, muft wander in 


‘their neighbours grounds, perhaps more than two miles from home. 


In their return, often fome lazy fellow, of the intermediate planta- 
tion, with the view of faving himféelf the tr uble of picking his 
own grafs, feizes on them, and pretends to infift on carrying them 
to his matter, for picking grafs, or being found in his grounds ; 
acrime that forfeits the bundle, and fubjects the offender to twenty 
lathes of a long cart whip, of twifted leathern thongs. The wretch, 
rather than be carried to judgment in another man’s plantation, is 
fain to efcape with the lofs of his bundle, and often to put up quietly 
with a good drubbing from the robber into the bargain. ‘The hour 
of delivering in his grafs, and renewing his task, appreaches, while 
hunger importunately folicits him to remember its call; but he mutt 
renew the irkfome toil, and fearch out fome green, fhady, unfre- 


quented fpot, from which to repair his lots. ‘ 
¢ Ar 
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¢ At one, or in fome plantations, at two o’clock, the bel! fu: 
mons them to deliver in the tale of their grafs, and affemble to their 
field work. It the overfeer thinks their bundles too finall, or if they 
come too late with them, they are punifhed with a number of 
fitipes from four to ten. Some mafters, under a fit of carefulnefs 
for their cattle, have gone as far as fifty ftripes, which effectually 
difable the culprit for weeks. Ifa flave has no grafs to deliver in, 
he keeps away out of fear, fkulks about in the mountains, and is 
abfent from his work often tor months; an aggravation ot his crime, 
which, when he is caught, he is made to remember. 

* About half an hour before fun fet, they may be found fcatreted 
avain over the land, like the Ifraelices in Egypt, to cull, blade b 
blade, from among the weeds, their feanty parcels of crafs. About 
feven o’clock in the evening, or later, according to the feafon of the 
veaf, when the overfeer can find leifure, they are called over b 
litt, to deliver in their fecond bundles of grafs; and the faite pu- 
nifhment, a8 at noon, is inflicted on the delinquents. They then 
feparate, to pick up, in their way to their huts, (if thev have not 
done it, as they generally do, while gathering ¢rats) a little broth 
wood, or dry cow dung, to prepare fome fimple mefs for fupper, and 
to-morrow’s breaktait. This employs them till near midnight, and 
then they go to fleep, till the bell calls them in the morning. 

‘ This nicking of grafs, as it is fitiy caNed, often in 4 fevere 
drought. when it is to be found only in the recetics of the toun- 
tain, thus thruft in by the bye into the hour of wearinels and ret, 
is the greateft hardfhip that a flave endures, and the mott frequent 
cauie of his running away, or abientinge himfelf from his work 
which not oniy fubject, him to frequent puniihment, but actually 
renders him unprolitabie, worthlefs, and deiervine of puhifhment. 
He can neither retrefh, or induige his wearied body. He is fub- 
jected by itto injury. He is placed in the jaws of trefpafi, and une 
avoidably made obnoxious to oppreflion, and ftripts. And yét a 
few aeres of iand, in proportion to the extent of the plantation, al- 
lotted for artificial grats,-and a few weakly thives feparated from the 
work, would take away the neceflity of providing for cattle in this 
harraffing feanty manner. 

‘ This, grafs, except fuch part of it as is referved for the flable 
horfes, procured by fo much toil, and forced out of the flave by iuch 
repeated punifbment, under pretence of feeding the cattle and mules, 
is fpread abroad under their feet, on a fermenting incloféd dung heap, 
called a pen. ‘There a very contiderable part is loit to every purpofe of 
nourifiiment, by being trampled under the beails feet; where mix- 
ing with duug and urine, it ferments, corrupts, and with its fuffo- 
cating ifcams in that fultry climate, inttead of fupplying them with 
vigour, fiils them with difeafe ; as it Providence meant to revenge 
the oppreifion ot the flave, in being forced to dradge thus for it, by 
in{fpiring the mafter with a fpirit of abfurdity, in his manner of 
uling it. | 

* The work here mentioned, is confidered as the field duty of 
flaves, that may be infifted on without reproach to the manager, of 
wnufual feverity, and Which the whit€ and black overfeers ftand_over 
them 











= a poy ee y Laas eo = 
is att a Dee ROOT Piao me, 4 bb haat wi (ae ‘ . 
SO NN Rc RRB Ne Sei ns Sea thee : . 
: : —_ 7; ees PL Oe < SIE od Oe Re 


oe Ry “ 
xe P. 


ath cca Sma 8 











i 
anes 


- ne nae, a nine 
































44 Ramfay on the Treatment andConverfion of the African Slaves. 


them to fee executed ; the tranfgreffion againft which, is quickly fol- 
Jowed with the imart of the cart whip. This inftrument, in the 
hands of a tkilful driver, cuts out flakes of fkin and}flefh with every 
ftroke ; and the wretch, in this mangled condition, is turned out to 
work in dry or wet weather, which laft, now and then, brings on 
the cramp, and ends his fufferings and flavery together. 

In crop-time, which may be when reckoned altogether on a plan- 
tation, trom five to fix months; the cane tops, by fupplying the 
cattle with food, gives the flaves fome little relaxation in picking 

afs. But fome pretendedly induftrious planters, men of much 

uftle, and no method, will, efpecially in moon-light, keep their 
people till ten o’clock at night, carrying wowra, the decayed leaves 
of the cane, to boil off the cane juice. A confiderable number of 
flaves is kept to attend in turn the mill and boiling houfe all night. 
They ileep over their work ;_ the fugar is ill tempered, burnt in the 
boiler, and improperly ftruck; while the mill every now-and-then 
grinds off an hand, or an arm, of thofe drow{fy worn down creatures 
that feed it. Still the procefs of making {ugar is carried on in many 
plantations, for months, without any other interruption, than du- 
ring fome part of day light on Sundays. In fome piantations it is 
the cuftom, during crop-time, to keep the whole gang employed as 
above, from morning to night, and alternately one halt through- 
out the night, to fupply the mill with canes, and the boiling houte 
with wowra. 


The whole annual allowance of a flave is, as follows : 
, A ee 


Annual allowance of rice, flour, maize, beans, or ms 


other grain, _— + 

Ditto of herrings, and his fifh, or {crap of falt beef, ; 
at Chrifimas, — — 

Ditto clothing —_ — 

Surgeon, quack medicines, and extraordinary necef- 
faries when fick, a — 


8 





Whole annual allowance 





Next follows a lift of punifhments for certain crimes. 


* The ordinary punifhments of flaves, for the common crimes of 
neglect, abfence from work, eating the fugar cane, theft, are cart 
whipping, beating with a ftick, fometimes to the breaking of bones, 
the chain, an iron crook about the neck, a large iron pudding or 
ring about the ancle, and confinement in the dungeon. ‘There have 
been inftances of flitting of ears, breaking of limbs, fo as to make 
amputation neceflary, beating out of eyes and caftration ; but they 
feldom happen, efpecially of late years, and though they bring no 
lafting difgrace on the perpetrator, have, for fome time paft, been 
generally mentioned with indignation, It{is yet true, that the un- 
. feeling 
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feeling application of the ordinary punifhments ruins the conftitu- 


tion, and fhortens the life of many a poor wretch*, 
[To be continued.] 





— 
. 


Art. XIII. 4 Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. Undertaken by the Com- 
mand of his Majefty, for making Difcoveries in the Northern 
Hemifphere. ‘To Determine the Pofition and Extent of the Weft 
Side of North America; its Dittance from Afia ; and the Praéti- 
cability of a Northern Paflage to Europe. Performed under the 
Direction of Captains Cook, Clerke, and Gore, in his Majefty’s 
Ships the Refolution and Difcovery. In the Years 1776, 1777, 
1778, 1779, and 1780. In Three Volumes. Vol. I. and II. 
written by Captain James Cook, F. R.S. Vol. III. by Captain 
James King, L. L. D. and F. R.S.  Illuftrated with Maps and 
Charts, from the Original Drawings made by Lieutenant Henry 
Roberts, under the Direction of Captain Cook ; and witha great 
Variety of Portraits of Perfons, Views of Places, and Hiftorical 
Reprefentations of Remarkable Incidents, Drawn by Mr. Webber 
during the Voyage, and Engraved by the moft eminent Arrtifts. 


gto. 3 vols. with the Plates in One Volume folio. Boards. 
41. 148s. 6d. G. Nicol, Bookfeller to his Majetfty. 


[Continned from our Review of Fune laf.) 


HERE can be nothing more curious, interefting, and 
important to the obferver in human nature, and the 
courfe and conduét of Providence, than what is related in 
the voyages of Captain Cook, concerning the extent of ‘the 
Malayan language and commerce, and the migrations of the 
tribes of the Efquimaux. From Madagafcar to the Marque- 
fes and Eafter-ifland, that is, nearly from the eaft fide of 
Africa, till we approach toward the weit fide of America, a 
fpace including above half the circumference of the globe; 
the Malayan nation made fettlements,-and founded colonies, 





* In a certain colony, no lefs than two chief judges, within 
thefe thirty years, have been celebrated for cutting off or mafh- 
ing (fo as to make amputation neceffary) the limbs of their 
flaves. In one cafe a furgeon was called in to operate; but 
be anfwered, he was not obliged to be the inftrument of ano- 
ther man’s cruelty. .His honour had it then performed by a 
cooper’s adze, and the wretch was left to bleed to death, with- 
out attention or drefling. When he became convulfed, in the 


} agonies of death, the furgeon was again haftily fent for, and 


came in time to pronounce him dead. People ftared at the re- 
cital, but made no enquiry for blood. In the other cafe the 
limb was mafhed with a fledge hammer, and then it was am- 
putated by a furgeon, and the maimed wretch lived fome 
years, 

through- 
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throughout almoft every ftage of this immenfe tract, -in 
iflands at amazing diftances from the mother continent, and 
ignorant of each other’s exiftence. 

That the Efguimaux, feated on the coaft of Labradore and 
Hudfon’s Bay, pom: who differ in feveral chara&teriftic marks 
from the inland inhabitants of North America, agree in 
every circumftance of cuftoms, and manners, and language, 
undoubted proofs of an original identity of nation, with the 
natives of Greenland, had been difcovered about twenty 
ears ago. But their being the fame tribe who now actually 
inhabit the iflands and coafts on the weft fide of North 
America, was a difcovery referved for thefe voyages. And, 
left fimilitude of manners fhould be thought to deceive 
us, atable exhibiting proofs of affinity of language, which 
was drawn up by Captain Cook, and inferted in the 
work under review, will remove every doubt from the mind 
of the moft fcrupulous inquirer after truth. 

The editor, in furyeying the various purpofes to which 
the voyages he alludes to are fubfervient, has been careful not 
to omit thofe of religion. From the authority, he obferves, 
of our late navigators, ‘ the exiftence, if not of giants on 
the earth, at leaft of a race, (inhabiting a diftri& bordering 
on the north fide of the Straits of Magalhaens) whofe ftature 
confiderably exceeds that of the bulk of the reft of mankind, 
will no longer be doubted or mifbelieved ; and the ingeni- 
ous objections of the fceptical author of Recherches fur 
tes Americains will weigh nothing in the balance, againtt 


the concurrent and accurate teftimony of Byron, Wallis, | 


and Carteret.’-—In another place, he fays, * After the great 
difcovery, or at leaft the ful confirmation of the great 
difcovery of the vicinity of the two continents of Afia and 
America, we truft that we fhall not be any more ridiculed, 


fer believing that the former could eafily furnifh its inhabit- J 
ants to the latter. “And thus, to all the various good pur- | 


pofes already enumerated, as anfwered by our late. voyages, 
we may add this lait, though not the leaft important, that 
they have done fervice to religion, by robbing infidelity of a 
favourite objc&tion to the credibility of the Mofaic account 
of the peopling of the earth.’ 

* Hitherto, fays the editor, we have confidered our voyages as 
having benefited the dicoverers, But it will be alked, Have they con- 
sexed, or are they likely ever to conyey any benefit to the difcove ed? 
It would aford exquifite fatisfaction to every benevolent mind, to be 
infiructed in facts, which might enable ys, without helitation, toan- 


{wer this queftion in the affirmative. And yet, perhaps, we may 10 


dulee the pleafi ng hope, that, even in this refpect, our thips have not 
failed in vain. Other difcoveries of new countries have, in effeét, been 


Wars, or pither mailacres; nations have been no fooner found out, thus 
they 
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they have beem extirpated ; and the horrid crueltics ef the . 
ors of Mexicoand Peru can never be remembered, without ree cel 


for religion and human nature. But when the receffes of the globe 
are invettigated, not to enlarge private dominion, but to promote 
general knowledge ; wher we vilit new tribes of our feHow-ercatures 
as friends ; and wifh only to learn that they exift, in order to bring 
them within the pale of the oflices of humanity, and to relieve a 
wants of their imperfect tate of fociety, by communicating to them 
our {uperior attainments; voyages of difcovery planned with fuch 
benevolent views by George the Third, and executed by Cook, haxe 
not, we truft, totally failed jm this refpect. Our repeated “has and 
long continved intercourfe with the natives of the F riendly > se 
and Sandwich iflands, cannot but have darted fome rays of light 
the infant minds of thofe poor people. ‘The uncommon objects hay 
have thus had opportuaities of obferving and admirin : will , 
turall ‘tend to enlarge their ttock of ideas, “and saciepaidistieass m ~t 
rials tor the exercife of their reafon. Comparing themfelves ith 
their viliters, they cannot but be ftruck with the ‘deepett consti 
of their own inferiority, and be impelled, by the ftrongeit ae vo 
to ftrive to immerge from it, and to nife nearer to a level with th fe 
children of the fun who deigned to look upon them, and left bebind 
fo many f{pecimens of their generous and humane ‘attention T he 
very introduction of our wletul animals and vegetables, b ‘addi 
freth means of fubfiftence, will have added to their ere the 4 of lif 
and immediate enjoyments ; and it this be the only benefit they ~ 
ever to receive, who will pronounce that much bas not been gained? 
But may we not carry our wishes and our hopes {lill farther ° Great 
Britain attelf, when firit vilited'’by the Phoenicians, was inbabited b. 
painted favages, not, perhaps, blefied with higher attainments th 4 
are poflefied by the prefent natives of New Zealand ; certainl lefs 
civilized than thofe of ‘Tongatabee or Otaheite. Garbo ae 
ed an intercourfe with them, is the firit icp toward their he ste 
ment. Who knows, but that our late voyages may be the nk . 
appointed by Providence, of fpreading, in due time, the blefiings of 
civilization, amongit the numerous tribes of the South Pa ic 
Ocean ; of abolithing their horrid repatis, and their horrid rit : 
and of iaying the foundation for future and more effectual sine. 
to prepare them for holding an honourable {tation amongft the ~~ 
tious of the earth? ‘This, -at lea(t, is centain, that our Solan pt 
Set brought them into exiitence by our extenfive satin 
M4 uggeft to us fre motives of devout gratitude to the fupreme 
- BE for having bleffed us with advantages hitherto withheld from 
” Bt ak proportion of the human race ; and will operate power ful- 
y hove a = to ab at in every feafible artempt, to be his inftru- 
e eat millions of fellow-creatures from their prefent flate 
Theieditor having difcuffed the feveral topics which occur- 
ted, as fuitable to this general introduétion, tates fome 
cy about which the reader of thefe volumes has 2 
ight to expe& fome information. : 
Captain Cook, knowing, before he failed upon his lat expedi- 
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tion, that it was expected from him to relate, as well as to execut,| 


“ats operations, had taken care to prepare fuch a journal as might ts! 


made ufe of for publication. This journal, which exifts in his own 


hand-writing, has been faithfully adhered to. It is not a bare extraé| 
from his log-books, but contains many remarks which, it appears, 


had not been inferted by him in the nautical regifter ; and it is alfo 
enriched with confiderable communications from Mr. Anderfon, 
furgeon of the Refolution. The confefled abilities, and great af. 
duity, of Mr. Anderton, in obferving every thing that related either 
to natural hiftory, or to manners and language; and the delir 
which it is well known, Captain Cook, on all occafions, fhewed to 
have the afliftance of that gentleman, ftamped a great value on his 
collections. ‘That nothing, therefore, might be wanting to convey 
to the public the beft poffible account of the tranfactions of the voy. 
age, his journal, by the order of Lord Sandwich, was alfo put into 
the hands of the editor, who was authorized and direéted to avai! 
himielf of the information it might be found to contain, about mzt- 
ters imperfectly touched, or altogether omitted, in Captain Cook’; 
manufcript. This tafk has been executed in fuch a manner, thx 
the reader will fcarcely ever be at a lofs to diftinguifh in what in. 
{tances recourfe has been had to Mr. Anderfon. To preclude, ii! 
pofible, any miftake, the copy of the firft and fecond volumes, 
before it went to the printer, was fubmitted to Captain King: and 
after it had been read over and corrected by one fo well qualified to 
point out any inaccuracies, the Earl of Sandwich had the goodnefs 
to give it a perufal. As tothethird volume, nothing more need be 
faid, than that it was completely prepared for the prefs by Captain 
King himfelf. All that the editorof the work has to anfwer for, are 
the notes occafionally introduced in the courfe of the two volumes, 
contributed by Captain Cook ; and this introduction, which was in- 
tended as a kind of epilogue to our voyages of difcovery. He mut 
be permitted, however, to fay, that he confiders himfelf as intitled 
to no inconfiderable fhare of candid indulgence from the public; 
having engaged in a very tedious and troublefome undertaking, upon 
the mokt difinterefed motives ; his only reward being the fatisfaction 





he feels, in having been able to do an effential fervice to the family 


of our great navigator, who had honoured him, in the journal a) 


‘this voyage, with the appellation of friend.’ 


Among other inftances of the munificent attention whic! 
his Majeity has fhewn to the expeditions of Captain Cook, 
and other navigators, we are informed, that ‘ Care ha 
been taken to mark in the moft fignificant manner, the 
juft fenfe entertained of the humane and liberal relief afford- 
ed to our fhips in Kamfcatka ; Colonel Behm, the con- 
mandant of that province, has been thanked in a manne! 
equally confiftent with the dignity of his own fovereign, and 
ot ours, to whofe fubjeéts he extended prote&tion A mag- 
nificient piece of plate was prefented to him, with an infcrip- 
tion worthy of a place in the fame book where his humanit} 
is recorded.’—lIt is as follows. 

so Vix 
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‘6 VrIRO EGREGIO MAGNO DE BEHM; qui, Jmperatricis 
“ Augufirffima Catherine aujpiciis, Jummaque animi benignitate, 
“* feva, quibus. preerat, Kamt/chatke littora, navibus nautif= 
‘© que Britannicis, bofpita prevbuit ; eofque, in terminis, fi qui 
“¢ effent Imperto Ruffico; frufirdé exptorandis, mala malta pers , 
“< peffos, iteratd vice excepit, refecit, recreavit, et commeatu 
“© omni cumulaté auGtos dimifit,; REY NAV ALIS. BRITANNIC:. 
‘© SEPTEMVIR? in aliquam benevolentia tam. infignis meme- 
‘© riam, amieiffimo, gratiffimogue anima, [u0,, patriaque nomine,* 
« D, D.D. MDCCLXXXI.” 6 ony os eo! 

The infinuation of the unbounded. extent.of the Ruffian’, 
empire, in the ‘ Si gus (termini) effent Impenio-Ruffitas fruffra-: 
explorandis, is delicate, noble, and claflically elegant. We 
may alfo obferve, thatthe ‘Rer navaris Bainannice® 
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‘nat fl] SEPTEMVIR 1,’ isa moft happy claflicalphrate for the Lords :. 
‘ook’ Commiffioners of the Admiralty. ef 

, that To this pofthumous work.of Captain Cook.is prefixed the - 
at 10 GS tefimany Siene of his SELON ‘ not more. diftinguitfh- 
de, 99 ed by the elevation. of rank, than by the dignity of-/privatey 
ums virtues. As he wifhes to remain concealed, perhaps, this*' 
: and . : : FY; 

sod fmm alufion, (fays the editor) ;for which we entreat his, indat- 





dnefim gence, may have given too exact direCtion to the eyes of the 
ed bef public where to look for fuch .a character,’ The noble: per-': 
»ptain fgg Jon who wrote the eulosium, and to whom the editor pays, 
or, arm this. handfome compliment, can be no other than. Lord’. 
umes Mulgrave. This compofition is the produétion of a great. 
‘as in and feeling mind, capable of diftinguifhing, and of being 
¢ MU“ duly impreiied by whatever is great and worthy of praife.in, 
titles human charaéter and conduct. The author, after a plaia. 
si enumeration of faéts which do Captain Cook the higheft. 
cont HONOUr, rifes, in the following apoftrophe, from. the ftile of. 
family) Ratration to that of poetry, but which is here no fidion.. 
‘nal ci . “* Traveller! contemplate, admire, revere, and emulate this great 

® “ mafter in his -profeiion ; whofe kill and labours have enlarged 
















whichis “ Datural prilotophy have extended nautical.fcience ; and have 
Cook * difclofed the long concealed and admirable arrangements of the 
na he “ Almighty, in the formation of this globe, ‘and, ‘at the fame time, 


“ the arrogance of mortals, im prefuming to account, by their {pe- 
“ culations, ‘for the laws by which he was pleafed.to create it: It 
“is now difcovered, beyond all doubt, that the fame great Being 
“ who created the univerfe by his fizt, by the fame ordained . our 
* earth to keep a jutt poife, without a correfponding fourhern cone 
“ tinent—and it does fo! Te Aretches out she north over the empry 
mage“ place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. Job. xxvi. 7. ol 
ifcrip- * If the-arduous but exact refearches of this extraordinary niga 
: “ have not difcovered a new-world, they have difcovered feas Wie 
ani ,. ; aac . 

navigated and unknown before. They have made us acquaisiwd 

Vix 7 with iflands, people, and productions, of which we had né’ton- 
ception. And if he has not been fo fortunate as Americus to sive 
Ene. Rev. Vol. LV. D **' Es 
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eé. - . . *Ae . j 
* his name.to a continent, his pretenfions to fuch a diftin@ion re- 


main Unrivailed:; and he will be revered, while there remains , 
page ot his own modeft account of his voyages, and as long as 
iWariners and geographers fhall be inflructed, by his new map of 
** the fouthern hemiipere, to trace the various courfes and difcoveries 

** he bas made. 


** If public fervices merit public acknowledgments; if the man. 
**“who adorned and raifed the fame of his.country, is deferving of 
** honours, then Captain Coox deferves to have a monument raifed 
“*:to his memory, by a generous and grateful nation.” 

_ From the account we have given of this general introduc- 
tion to the volumes under our éye, which exhibits a general 
profpe& of what they contain, and which will enable the 
reader to perufe them with advantage, it will fufficiently ap- 
pear that the editor is well entitled to the charaéter that has 
already been given of him as a writer. 

It was impoffible for us to be more concife in our account of 
a ‘general and cfypious introduétion, which not only takes a 
furvey of the great outlines of the'publication to which it 
relates, but which, of itfelf.merits no finall attention as a 
hterary hb phemce 

We fhall-now enter more particularly into the volumes 
before us f fhall accompany our circumnavigators in 
their voyayre ro{d the world, and althongh we cannot 
touch at every putt, we fhall point’ out what appears moft 
charactersiftical of both our obfervers, and the fubjeéts on 
which they obferve. . 

“Captain Cook relates, in a manner rather minute, the va- 9 c 
‘rrous preparations for the voyage. But this minutenefs will 9% « 

thaps be excufed, when it-is confidered, that it is natural 9 

or a man of good difpofitions to take very particular natice 9 P 
of the exertions of his patrons. From a fimilar difpofition, 
a juit regard, we mean, to merit and a fpirit of enterprize, @ 
the captain has recorded the officers and men who accompa- 
nied him. _ | | ly 

The reader is interefted at once in the fortune and fate of 9% o; 

Omai, a very important perfonage in this narrative, by an | 

account of his behaviour when he left London. th 

-** Omai left London with a mixture of regret and fatisfaction- 9% m 
When we talked about England, and about thofe who, during his ge 
flay, had honoured him with their protection or friendfhip, I could FR 
obferve that his fpirits were fentibly affected, and that it was with 
difficulty he could refrain from tears. But, the inftant the conver C 
fation turned to his own iflands, his eyes began to fparkle with joy. | 
He was deeply imprefied with a fenfe of the good treatment he had 
met with in England, andentertained the highett ideas of the country By # 
andof the people. But the pleafing profpect he now had before him T 
. of feturning-home, -loaded with what, he well knew, would be Bij co 
eftéemed invaluable treafures there, and the flattering hope which the BR C; 
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poffefion of thefe gave him, of attaining toa diftinguithed fuperiority 
amongit his countrymen, ° were * confiderations which operated, by 
degrees, to fuppreis.every uneafy fenfation ; and he feemed to be 
quite happy when he got on board the thip. 

* He was turnifbed, by his Majeity, with an ample provifion of 
every article which, during” our intercourfe with his country, we 
had obferved tobe ia any eftimation there, either'as uietul or as or- 
namental. He had, befides, received many prefents of the famena- 
ture from Lord Sandwich, Mr. (now Sir Jofeph) Banks, and feve- 
ral other gentlemen aad ladies of his acquaintance. In fhort, every 
method had been employed, both during his abode in England, and 
at his departure, to make him the mftrument of conveying to the 
inhabitants of the iflands of the: Pacific Ocean, the mait exalied 
op'nion of the greatnefs and generofity ot the Britith nation.’ 

In the account we have of the paflage of the Refolution to 
Teneriffe, there are various nautical .obfervations of great 
ufe, we doubt not, as they are Captain Cook’s in navigating 


Bthofe parts. An account is given of the ifland of Teneriffe, 


its agriculture, air, climate,; commerce, and inhabitants. 
The following obfervations, by, Mr. Anderfon, are worthy 
attention. 

* None of the race of inhabitants found here when the Spaniards 
difcovered the Canaries now remain a diftinét people, having inter- 
married with the Spanith fettlers ; but their deicendants are known, 
trom their being remarkably tall, large-boned, and tirong. ‘The men 
are, in general, of a tawny colour, and the women have a pale com- 
plexion, entirely deititute of that bloom which diftinguifhes our 
northern beauties. ‘The Spanifh cuftom of wearing black clothes 
continues amonegtt them; but the men feem more inditlerent about 
this, and, in fome meafure, drefs like the French. In other reipects, 
we found the inhsbitants of Teneriffe to be a decent and very civil 
people, retaining that grave caft which diftinguifnes thofe of their 
country from other European nations. Although we do not think 
that there is a great fimiliarity between our manners and thofe of 
the Spaniards, it is worth obferving, that Omai did not think there 
was much difference. He only faid, that they feemed not fo friend- 
ly asthe Englith ; and that, in their perfons, they approached thofe 
of his countrymen.’ : 

From their departure from Tenerife, till their arrival at 
the Cape, we meet with nautical obfervations, apparently 
made with great care and exactnefs. While the thips were 
getting ready for the profecution of the voyage, beyond the 
Cape, fome of the officers made an excurfion to take a view 
of the neighbouring country. Mr. Anderfon, Captain 
Cook’s furgeon, who, as has been already mentioned, makes 
an important figure in thefe voyages, was one of the paity, 
and gives an account of their proceedings and obfervations. 
The voyagers leave the Cape of Good Hope, and in their 
courfe difcover two iflands, which are deferibed, and which 
Captain Cook called Prince Edward’s Iflands. They vifit 
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Kerguelen’s land, and arrive at Chriftmas-harbour. Dur- 
ing the fhort time they lay there, Mr. Anderfon loft no op- 
portunity of fearching the country in every dire&tion. The 
obfervations he made on its natural produétions he afterwards 
communicated to Captain Cook, and they are here inferted 
tm his own words. : 

After leaving Kerguelen’s-land, Captain Cook, fteering 
his courfe to Van Diemen’s land, arrives in Adventure-bay, 
Next morning early, he fent Lieutenant King to the eaft 
fide of the bay with two parties, ‘ one to cut wood, and the 
other to cut grafs, under the protection of the marines, whom | 
judged it prudent to land asa guard. Foralthough, as yet, none of 
the natives had appeared, there could be no doubt but thar fome were 
in our acighbourhood, as we had feen columns of fmoke, from the 
time of our approaching the coaft; and fome now was obferved, 
no great diftance up in the woods. I alfo fent the launch for water ; 
and afterwards yifited all the parties myfelf. In the evening, we 
drew the feine at the head of the bay, and, at one haul caught 
a great quantity of fifth. We fhould have got many more, had 
not the net broken in drawing jit afhore. Mott of them were of 
that fort known to feamen by the name of elephant fifh. After 
this, every one repaired on board with what woed and grafs we 
had cut, that we might be ready to fail whenever the wind flould 
ferve. 

‘ This not happening next morning, the people were fent on fhore 
again, oo the fame duty asthe day before, 1 alfo employed the car- 
penter, with part of his crew, to cut fome fpars for the ufe of the 
fhip; and difpatched Mr. Roberts, one of the mates, in a. fimall 
boat, to furvey the bay. ' 

* In the afternoon, we were agreeably furprized, at the place 
where we were cutting wood, with a.yifit from fome of the natives ; 
eight men andaboy. They approached us froia the woods, without 
betraying any marks of fear, or rather with the greateft confidence 
imaginable ; for none of them had any weapons, except one, who 
held in his hand a ftick about two feet long, and pointed at one 
end, , 

‘ They were quite naked, and wore no ornaments; uwniefs we 
confider as fuch, and as a proof of their love of finery, fome large 
punctures or ridges, raifed on different parts of their bodies, fome 
in ftraight, and others m curved lines. © ~ : 

* They were of the common flature, but rather flender, Their 
ikin was black, <yd glfo, their hair, which was as woolly as that ot 
any native ef Cuinea; out they were not diftinguifhed by remart- 
ably thick lips, mor flat nofes. On the contrary, their features wert 
far from being difagreeable. ‘Fhey had pretty good eyes ; and their 
teeth were schevably even, but very dirty. Moft of them had their 
hair and beards fmeared with a red ointment; and fome had thei 
faces alfo painted with the fame compofition. , 

* They received every prefent we made to them, without the lea! 
appearance of fatisfaction. When fome bread was given, as foona 


they underftood that it was to be eaten, they eigher returned its or 
threw 
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Cook's Voyage’ to the’ Pacifec Océan. $3 
chrew it away, without ever! rafting it. They alfo refufedfome ele- 
phant fifh, both raw and'dreffed, which we offered to them. But 
upon giving fome’ bitds to‘ them, they did not return thefe, and 
eafily made'us comprehend thar'they were fond of fuch food. I had 
brought'two' pigs afhtore, with a view to leave them in the woods. 
The inftant thefe came within théir reach, they feized them, as @ 
doy would havé done, by the éars, and were for carrying them off 
immediately: with mo other intention, as we could perceive, but 
to kill them. 

* Being defirous of knowing the ufe of the ftick, which one of out 
vifiters carried in his hand, I made figns to them to fhew me; arid 
fo'far fucceeded, that one of them fet‘up a piece of wood as a mark, 
dnd’ thréiy at it, at the diftance of about twenty yards. But we had , 
little reafon' to commend his dexterity ; for, after repeated trials, he 
was ftill very wide from the object. Omai, to fhew them how much’ 
fuperior our weapons were to theirs, then fired his mufquet at it; 
which alarmed them fo much, that notwithftanding all we could do 
or fay, they ran inftantly into the woods. One of them was’ fo 
frightened, that he let drop an axe aid two knives, that had been 
given'to' him. From us, however, they went to the place, where 
fome of the Difcovery’s people were employed in taking water into’ 
their boat. The’ officer of that party, not Knowing that they had 
paid us fo friendly a: vifit, nor what their intent might be, fired a’ 
mufquet in’ the air, which fent them off with the greateft precipita- 
tion.” 

A fecond party is fent out for the fame’ purpofes'with thofe 
ne WO! the’ firft, feveral of’ the’ natives ate obferved fauntering 
i) fe along the fhore, which-affured Captain Cook and a? “rad 

, Bthat though their confternation had made them leave them fo 
ice aepy the day before, they were convinced that no mif- 
s; Bichief was-intendéd them, and were defirous of renewing the 
ut Mintercourfe. Captain Cook, who relates thefe things, was 
nce MS himfelf prefent on this occafion. _ sii den , 
ho © Wehad nist, fays he, beéni long landed, before about twenty of 
nF Bley rhe and boys, joined us, without expreffing the leaft fign of fear 
ordiftrutt: There'was oné of this company confpicuoutly deformed ; 
and whb was not’ nioré diftinguifable by the hump upon’his back, 
hatby the droilery of his'geftures, and’the feeming humour of his 
{peéches’s: which’ he was? very’ fond of exhibiting, as we fuppofed, 
dr olf Entertathment: But, unfortunately, we could: not under- 
iid hint; the’ language {poker here being wholly unintelligible to 
§. Tt'appéeated to’ me, to be different from that fpoken by: the in- 
habitants ‘of! che more’ northern parts of this country, whom’! met 
thin firft voyabe 5 whith is’ not extraordinary,’ finee-thofe we 
ow fav, + and’ théfe ‘we then vifited, differ in many other refpeds. 
ofidid- they feemts be fuch’ miferable.wretches as- the natives 
om’Datipiet metitions to have féen’on its weftern coaft. 

Leah * Sothe‘of' otr’ prefént'grotipée wore, loofe; round their necks, 
can Bite’ or four folds df {mall cérd;: made of the'fur of fome animal; 
pos isd others ‘of them’ Had a naMdwiflip: of the angosrop fkin tied 
2 "Bond theit-antles}: I‘gave'to’eath of’ them’a firing of beads, and a 
eee D3 medal ; 
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medal ; which I thought they received with fome fatisfaction. They 
feemed to fet no value on iron, or on iron tools. They were even 
ignorant of the ufe of fifh-hooks, if we might judge from their man. 
ner of looking at fome¢ of ours which we fhewed to them. 

* We cannot, however, {uppofe it to be poflible, that a people | 
who inhabit a fea-coaft, and who feem to derive no part of their 
fultenance from the productions of the ground, fhould not be ac- 
quainted with fome mode of catching fifth, though we did not hap- 
pen to fee any of them thus employed ; nor obferve any canoe or 
vefiel, in which they could go upon the water. Though they abto. 
lutely rejected the fort of fith that we offered to them, it was evident 
that fhell-fith, at leait, made a part of their food, from the many 
heaps ot mufcle-fheiis we faw in different parts near the fhore, and 
about fome deferted habitations near the head of the bay. Thef 
were little fheds or hoveis built of fticks, and covered with bark. 
We could alfo perceive evident figns of their fometimes. taking up 
their abode in the trunks of large trees, which had been hollowed 
out by fire, moit probably for this very purpofe. In or near ali 
thefe habitations, and wherever there was a heap of fhells, there re- 
ma ned the marks of fire; an indubitabie proof that they do not eat 
their .ood raw. ; ! 

* Atier ftaying about an hour with the wooding party and the na 
tives, as L could now be pretty confident that the latter were not like- 
ly to give the former any difturbance, I left them, and went over to 
the grafs-cutters on the eait point of the bay, and found that they 
had met with a fine patch. Having feen the boats loaded, 1 left that 
party, and returned on board to dinner; where, fome time after, 
Lieutenant King arrived. : 

¢ From him | learnt, that I had but juft left the fhore, when f. 
veral women and childrep made their appearance, and were intro 
duced to him by tome of the men who attended them. He gave 

refents to all of them of fuch trifles as he had about him. Thefe 
remales wore a fangooro fkin (in the fame fhape as it came from the 
animal) tied over the fhoulders, and round the waift. But its only 
ufe feemed to be, to fupport their children when carried on their 
backs; for it did not cever thofe parts which moft nations conceal ; 
being, in all other refpects, as naked as the men, and as black, 
ant their bodies marked with fcars in the fame manner. But in this 
they differed from the men, that though their hair was of the fane 
colour and texture, fome of them had their heads completely thorn 
or fhaved ; in others, this operation had been performed only on one 
fide, while the reft of them had all the upper part of the head thor 
clofe, leaving a circle of hair all round, fomewhat like the ton{ure 
of the Romith ecclefiaftics. Many of the children had fine features, 
and were thought pretty ; but of the peatorns ot the women, ofpe: 
cially theie advanced in years, a lefs favourable report was made. 
However, fame of the gentlemen belonging to the Difcovery, I was 
told, paid their addrefles, and made liberal offers of preients, which 
were rejected with great difdain; whether from a jenfe of virtus 
or the fear of difpleafing their men, I fhall not pretend to deter 
mine. That this galiantry was not very agreeable to the latter, ' 
certain: for an elderly man, as foon as he obferved it, crdcred . 
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-the women and children to retire, which they obeyed, though fome 
ot them thewed a little reluctance.’ 


Mr. Anderfon, with his ufual diligence, fpent the few 


hey 
ven 


Jails . ° . « 

days they remained in Adventure-bay, in examining the 
opie (country. Ihe remarks made by this gentleman are judicious, 
heir His fpecimen of the language of the inhabitants, however 
ac- fhort, wall be thought worthy of attention by thofe who 
hap: with to colle&t materials for tracing the origin of nations. 
eo Next follows a detcription of the paffage from Van Die- 
fo. men’s land to New Zealand. ‘The Englith had not been 
am Jong at anchor in Queen,Charlotte’s found, when {feveral 
yany . ° . 
a! canoes, filled with natives, came along fide of the fhips ; 
‘hefe but very few of them would venture on board; whicli ap- 
vavk. peared to Gaptain Cook the more extraordinary, that he was 
g up well known to them all. ‘There was one man, in particular, 
wed he obferves, whom he had treated with remarkable kindnefs, 
ir all during the whole of his ftay when he was iaft there; yet 
€ re now, neither profeffions of friendfhip, nor prefents, could 
ae prevail upon him to come into the fhip. ‘ This fhynefs, 
ne jays the captain, was to be accougted for, only upon this 


Like (a A@Ppofition, that they were apprehenfive we had_revifited 
Sal their country, in order to revenge the death of Captain 
they «=F urneaux’s people.” We may be allowed, however, to con- 
t that jeCture a different caufe of this fhynefs: A fevere malady 
after, j™ had been planted among thofe people by the Europeans, 
which ‘ neither profeffions of friendihip, nor preients’ could 


nf | make them forget, or eafily forgive. 

IPtT0- We have an account of various tranfaé&tions with the na- 
gave tives, and, particularly, of the maffacre of the Adventure’s 
Sew boat's crew, and of the chief who headed the party on that 
; only eccafion. ” a 

nak If the natives entertained any fufpicion that the Englith 
ceal; @™ =-Would revenge this and other-acts of barbarity, they very 
slack, ( foon laid it afide; for a great number of families came from 


n this) different parts of the coaft, and took up their refidence clofe 
fae by them; fo that there was not a {pot in the cove, where a 
thorn hut could be put up, that was not occupied by them, except 
n ont the place where the voyagers had placed their little encamp- 
mae ment. This they left, in quiet poffeffion, by the Englith, 
aie but they.camé¢ and took away ‘the ruins of fome old huts 
ofpe that were there, as materials for'new erections. The tem- 
made. [i POkary habitations of the natives, which they build with 
] wife Sreat facility, are abundantly :futficient to afford thelter from 
which the:wind and-rdin,’ whichiis thé: onty purpoft they‘are meant 
virtus BM toanfwer. It was obferved, that" penerallv,’ if not always, 
dete the fame tribe or'family, though it were ever ‘fo'large, affo- 
ter, "B® Ciated and built together > fo that a village, as well as their 
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larger towns, was frequently feen divided inta different dif- 
tri-:s, by low pallifados, or fome fimilar mode of feparation. 
Befides the natives who took up their abode clofe to the Eng- 
lifh, they were frequently vifited by others of them, whofe 


_tefidence was not far off ; and -by fome who lived more re- 


mote. ‘Their articles of commerce were, curiofities, fith, 


and women. The two firft articles, the captain obferves, 


always came.to a good market, which the latter did not. It 
is remarkable, that the feamen had taken a kind of diffike to 
thefe people.. ae? : 

* Aconnection with women, fygPaptain Cock, I allow, becaufe 
I cannor prevent it; but never @gtourege, becaufe I always dread 
its confequences, I know, indeed, that many men ave of epinion, 
that such an intercourfe is one of our greateft fecurities amongtt fa- 
vages ; and perhaps they who, either from peceflity. or choige, are 
to remain and fettle withthem, may findit fo. Buyt with travellers 
and trantient viliters, fuch as we were, itis generally otherwife : 
and, in our fituation, a connection with their women betrays more 
men than it faves. What ele can be reafanably expected, fince all 
their views are ielfifh, without the leaft mixture of regard/or atach- 
ments My own experience, at leaft, which hath been pretty ex- 
tentitc, hath not pointed out to me one.inftance to. the, contrary. 

Among their vifiters was a, chief, named Kahoora, who 
headed the party that cut off Captain Furneaux’s. people, 
and himielf Killed Mr. Rowe, the officer who commanded. 
‘This K ahoora pafled for a very bad man, among his coun- 
trymen, who importuned Captain Cook to kilkhim. But 
if he had followed the advice of all: their pretended friends, 
he might have. extirpated, he fays, the whole race +i for the 
people of each hamlet or village, by, turns. apphied to: hjm to 
deftroy the other. Lod | BW 

The captain took an opportunity to inquire into.the me- 
Jancholy fate of Captain Furneaux’s. people, an exa&:account 
of which he obtained, chiefly from his. old friend Pedro, 
whom he had met with. Omai was, made. ufe of ‘as inter- 
preter on this occafion, All.agreed, that. the quarrel took 
its rife fiom the, commiffion of, fome thefts. by: the natives. 

When the Englith voyagers were, atanchor near Miotuara, 
three or four canoes, in one, of which was: Kiahoora, the 
leader, already, mentioned, of; the party,whoicut off the crew 
of, the, Adventure’s, boat... This, was.the|third:itime he had 
yifited.the Englifh, withont:betraying the fmalieft! appearance 
ef fear. . Omar prefently>pointedd him out; and: folicited 
Captain, Cook, .taghootibiny.; indt fatisfied with this, hesad: 
drefied himyisif, to Kahooray threatningi ta be hisiexccutionsn, 
if ever, he, prefume ite safitthent again.» nw 2T soW! 

* The New ealengey, paid fo little, negardcto. thefe.threats, that he 
returned, the. next morning, With; has whole. faanily:,. meds. wosocrs 
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and children, to the mamber of twenty and upwards, Omiai was 
the firft who acquainted me with his being along-afide the ftp, and 
defired to know if he fhould afk him to come on board. [FE told him 
he might ;, and. acccordingly he introduced the Chief into the ca- 
bin, Evipe. - ich ahoora; kill him!’ But, as if he had 
forgot his former threats, or were afraid that I fhould call upon him 
to. perform them, he immediateiy retired. In a fhort time, how- 
ever, he réturned; and feemng the Chief unhurt, he expoffulated 
with mie very earneftly, faying, “ Why do you not kill him ?' You 
 tell‘me, if a man kills another te England, that he is hanged 
“ fonio, . This: man has killed ten, and yet you will not kill him; 
$ eghough many of his countrymmpmdefire it, and we would be very 
“ good.” Omai’s arguments, thi fpecious: cnough, having no 
weight with me, I defixed. him to aflt the Chief, why he had killed 
Captain Furneaux’s people? At this queition, Kahoona folded his 
arms, hung down his head, and looked like one caught in a trap? 
And, [firmly believe, he expected inftant death. But no fooner 
was he afflured of his fafety, than he became cheerful. He did not, 


§ however, feem willing to give mean anfwer to the queftion that had 


been put to him, till Thad, again and again, repeated my promife, 
that « fhould: net be hurts Then he ventured to tell us, That one 
of his. countrymen having brought a ftone hatchet to barter, the 
pian, to whom it was offered, took it, and would neither return it, 
nor give any; thing for i#: on which: the owner of it fnatched up the 
bread as an equivalent, and theuthe quarrel began.’ 

It appeared: to; Captain Cook, that the New Zealanders 
muft live under penpetuah apprehenfions of being dettroyed 
by each other, there being, few. of their tribes that have not, 
as they; think, fuftained, wrongs from fome other tribe, Per- 
haps, fays the captain, the.defire of a good meal may be no 
{mall incitement. ‘To; gine quarter, or, ta take prifoners, 
makes no part of. their. nnlitary: law ;, fothat the vanquifhed 
can only fave their lives by flight, : 

_ © This perpetual. ftate-of war,, andr deftructive methad: of condud- 
ing it, operates fo ffrongly in produejng habitual. circum{pection,. that 
on¢ hardly ever finds.a New. Wealaindas off his. guard, either by night 
or by day. Indeed, no. other man can* have fuch powerful motaves 
to'Be‘vigilant, as the prefervation both of bod); and of foul depends 
uporit,, Bor; according to: their fyftem of belief, the foul’ of rhe 
man whofe flefli.ts devoured’ by the'enemy; is doomed toa perpetual 
fires, while thie: faud: of: the:man. whofe body: has been’ refeued from 
Viefe-whojkilledjhim, as: wellvasitte foulsiof all: wHo die a: aatural 
death, afcend to,tHe-habitaons.of the:-Gods;. Inatked, Whethen they 
eqt-the fleth of fuch,of .thein frievds-as- had been killed, in: wary 
but whofe bodies were faved from falling into, the. enemy’s! hands? 
They feemed furprifed at the, quettion,, which, they. anfwered in the 
negative, ex retin {ome abhosrence at the very idea. Their-coms 

rom method ‘Of difpdfing of 'titeir dead; is by depofiting their bo- 
dies in the earth ;_ but it they. have more- of. their flaughtered- ene- 
mues than they can eat, they throw them into the fea.’ 

The exiftence* of canibals, whiel the voyages into the 
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South Sea have placed beyond all manner of doubt, while it 


prefents a humiliating fubje& of refleétion to the theologian 
and moralitt, opens to the philofopher a wide field of fpecu- 
lation. In the animal creation, the hog excepted, we do not 
find any creature devouring its kind. Animated nature, in 
general, revolts againft the horrid practice; and that, per- 
haps, not only from moral, but phyfical caufes.—The ox in 
the pafture, feeds delicioufly on the {pot which is fertilized by 
the dung of the horfe, while he turns with difguft from thote 
which have been fattened by his kindred ox: and, on the 
contrary, the horfe regales himfelf in the field deferted by the 
herds of cattle, but naufeates the luxuriant vegetation oc- 
cafioned by what had paffed through his own body. The 
excreted parts of animals produce vegetables: The effluvia 
of vegetables purify the air : In nature nothing is loft: Cor- 
ruption is the fource of reprodu€tion. 

he exiftence of canibals in New Zealand, proves, that 


-gruths of the moft incredible kind are fometimes handed 


down, ufder the difguife of fictions. The ftories which we 
find in Homer’s Odyfley, of giants and cyclops, who de- 
voured human flefh, are doubtlefs founded in truth, how- 
ever they may be coloured by poetical exaggeration. 

+ His bloody hand 

-*; Snatched two, unhappy! of my martial band ; 

** And dafh’d, like dogs, againft the ftony floor : 

** ‘The pavement fwims with brains and mingled gore, 

** Torn limb from limb, he fpreads his horrid feaft. 

*¢ ‘And fierce devours it, like a mountain beatt : 

** He fucks the marrow, and the blood he drains, 

*s Nor entrails, flefh, nor folid bone remains: | 

*¢ His ample maw with human carnage fill’d, 

“* A milky deluge next the giant fwill’d ; 

‘© Then ftretch’d in length o’er half the cavern’d rock, 

«¢ Lay fenfelefs and fupine amidft the flock.” * 

Ts it poffible, that fo late as the Trojan war, there ex- 
ifted in the Mediterranean men of as favage manners, as in- 
habit at this day the iflands of the Southern Ocean? 

Mr Anderfon’s remarks on the country and inhabitants of 
that part of New-Zealand, lying near Queen Charlotte’s 
Sound, are extremely interefting and curious, and ferve 
either to confirm or to corre& the accounts that had for- 





a“ 


_merly been given of them. 


‘Our voyagers, leaving New Zealand, purfue their couric 
to Otaheite or the. Society Iflands. They difcover an 
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 * Homer’s Odyffey, Book ix. 
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sand called Mangea, and examine its coafts. Their tranf+ 
actions with the natives are related, and their perions, drefs, 
canoes, difpofitions, and the country they inhabit, deicribed. 
A fpecimen alfo is given of their language. Leaving Man- 
geea, they difcover an ifland, called Wateeoo, which, with 
its inhabitants, is defcribed. They vifit Wenoa-ette, or 
Otakootaia. ‘They find Hervey’s Ifland to be inhabited. 
Their tranfaétions with the natives are related, and the jan- 
guage, perfons, drefs, and canoes of thofe people are defcrib- 
ed. Various other iflands are aifo deicribed, their inhabit- 
ants, with their manners and cuftoms. They arrive at 
Hapaee, where they meet a friendly reception. Here we are 
prefented with an account .of a gay, lively, and, for that 
part of the world, an elegant people, who exhibit entertain- 
ments of fingle combats with ciabs, wreftlings and boxing- 
matches, female combatants, marine exerciles, dances by 
men,:and night entertainments of finging and dancing, 
which are particularly defcribed. Lefooga, one of the He- 
paee iflands, is particularly cultivated. Here was a female 
occulift. _ Captain Cook in his walk, happened to ftep into 
a houfe, where a woman was dreffing the eyes of a young 
child, who feemed blind; the eyes being much indamed and 
athin film fpread over them. The inftruments fhe ufed 
were two flender wooden probes, with which fhe had brufh- 
ed the eyes fo as to make them bleed. | 
* 1 was fortunate enough, fays the captain, to fee a different ope« 
ration going on in the iame houie, of which I can give a tolerable 
account. I found there another woman fhaving a child’s head, with 
a fhark’s tooth, ftuck into the end of a piece of ftick. I ob‘erved, 
that the firft wet the hair with a rag digged in water, applying her in- 
ftrument to that part which fhe had previoutly foaked. The upera- 
tion feemed to give no pain to the child,; although the hair was taken 
off as clufe as if one oi our razors had been employed. Encouraged 
by what 1 now faw, I, ivon after, tried one of thefe fingular inftru- 
ments upon myfelf, and found it to be an excellent /wccedanenm, 
However, the men of thefe ifands have recourfe to another contri- 
vance when they fhave theif beards. The operation is performed 
with two fhells ; one of which they place under a {mall part of the 
beard, and with the other, applied above, they fcrape that part off, 
In this manner they are able to {have very clofe. The procefs is, 
indeed, rather tedious, but not painful; and there are men amongtt 
them who feem to profefs this trade, It was as common, while we 
were here, to go athore to have their beards fcraped off, after the 
fathion of Hapace, as it was to fee their chiefs come on boord to be 
fhaved Ms ourtbai bers.’ : s 
At Tongataboo they meet with a moft friendly reception, 
and are regaled with a baked hog. ‘The ‘I onagtahoos, as 
weil as Phe Higvatee, are found to be a fprightly peopie, but as 
much addicted to theft as any of theiy neighbours. A Pram 
aiva, 
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Kaiva, 6 entertainment of fortes and dances, is givdn, to 
which Captain Cook with his attendants is iriviteéd. Hav. 


ing minutely deferibed this entertainment, the captain fays. 
* Fe is with regret I mention; that we could not underftand what 

was fpoken, while we werd able to fee: what was adted, in thete 

amufements, This, doubtlefs, would have afforded us much in- 


formation, as to the genius and cuftoms of thefe people. It was ob- | 


fervable,, that, though the {poctators always approved of the various 
motions, when well made, a great fhare of the pleafure they re- 
ceived feemed to arife from the fentimental- part, or what the per- 
formers delivered'in their fpeeches. However, tlic méré acting part, 
independently of the feifterices repeated, was well worth our notice, 
Both with r to the extenfive plat on which it was’ executed, 
and to the various’ motions, as well-as the exact unity, with which 
they were perforined. The drawings which Mr. Webber made of 
thie performances at’ Flapace, and which arc equally applicable to 
thofe exhibited now, will ferve much to illuftrate the account here 
givemof the order in which the aétors range themfelves. But nei- 
the¥ pencil nor pen can defcribe the numerous aétions and motions, 
the fingularity of which was not greater, than was the eafe and 
gracefulnefs with which they were performed,” 

The manners of the accomplifhed’ T ongataboos, their vifit- 
ing ceremonies, and their miadntier of entertaining their vifit- 
ers, with a variety of other particulars, which it is not our 
defign torecount, are related with 4 copioufnefs proporticnate 
to the advancement of the Tongataboos in focial life. Hav- 
ing taken- leave of the.Frieridly Iflands, Captain Cook mo- 
deftly touches on the advantages to’ be derived from vifiting 
them, bothto future:navigators, and to the philofopher who 
loves:to view human.nature in new fituations, and to {peculate 
en firigular, but faithful reprefentations of the perfons, the 
euftoms,. the arts, the: religion, the government, and the 
language of uticultivated ajar. at remote and frefh difcover- 
ed quarters of tlie’ globe. “He deferibes the beft articles for 
traffic, the refrefhiments’ that’ may’ be’ provided, the voyages 
of the natives in their cahioes, the perforis of the inhabitants 
ef both {exes, their calour, difeafes,. general character, mah- 
ner of wearing theif hair, and. of pun&turing. their bodies, 
their cloathing, and.ornaments,, and perfonal cleantinefs. 

: é [Fo be. continued, } 


FORE?PGN LEIETERATURE. 

Ar: XIV. Viedu Marechal Due de Villars, del? Academi\é Prancaife,: 
Membre du Confeil de Regence, Prefident'du-Confeil de Guerre, 
Minittre: d’Etat, Mareehal .General: des- Camps’ &- dee- Armées, 
ecrite.par lui-méme ; et donnée au-Public par'M. Anguetil,. Prieur. 
de Chateau-Renard,. &Correfpondant.de l*Academie” Royale des 
Infcriptions & Bolles Lettresp avec fon Poitiait’& des Plans de 
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Life of Marechal Villars, written by himfelf, and prepared for the: 
Prefs by M. Anquetil, 4 Vals, 120. Paris, 1784. 
W*HERE is no period of hiftory better underftood thaw 
the age of Louis KiV. It is the period of letters, of 
curiofity, and refingment; and there is fcarcely any part of 
its ftory that has not been enquired into with the moft un- 


te 
iV- 
hat 


ele 
ine 


> ©) wearidd affiduity. ~ We are apt to’confider the age of Cicero 
re as an’ wra.of particular eclat, from this circumftance among 
ere others, that its great ‘men,*a Sylla, a “Lucullus, anda 
art, Cefar, not contented with aéting, likewife employed them- 
ice, felves in recording their tranfaétions, and gave their com- 
set mentaries to the world. The French indeed cannot'boatt 
ic 


a Cefar, but for the reft, their memoirs are at leaft equally 
numerous ; and:perhaps thofe, for inftance of Berwick and 
De Retz, in every refpeét as valuable, as the commentaries 
ac. fag Of Lmcullus and Sylla, had they been preferved to us, And 
wl the heroes of Louis KIV. have this further advantage, that 
a they have furnithed a fubjeét for one of their greateit litera- 
ry geniufes, who added to the beauty of his compofition and 
fit- [9 the {pirit of his painting, the ineftimable benefit of a perfonal 
fit- knowledge of moft of his charafters, anda free acces to the 
our beft fources of information. ) 
ate Thus ciscumftanced, it is not poffible that the Life of 
av- Villars fhould contain fo much novelty as may commonly 
no- [9m be expected from publications of this kind. Voltaire had 
‘ing the gleauing of the marechal’s manuferipts, before they 
vho (§ were put into the hand of Anquetii.» This does nat how- 
late |B ever wholly deftroy the value of the work before us. Vil- 
the | lars was chiefly concerned in the war of 1701, which ‘is 
the ufually confidered as the moft interefting of the wars of 


e of 
» to 
ere 


ver- (@§ Louis. He was, accurately fpeaking, a great man; and. we 
for. |) can no way be led fo intimately to underftand a man’s cha- 
iges pap racter, as by reading it recorded in his own compofitions. 


nts Whatever were the tafte of Voltaire, there are undoubtedly 
an- [§% anecdotes which he neglected, that would appear interefting 
lies, [to others; and the liberty he prefcribed to himfelf might 
probably lead him to pafs over fome that appeared worthy of 
| Notice to himfelf. inally, it is to be obferved, that the 

| tcign of Lonis clofes in the middle of the pretent work, 
and that the latter half relates to that of his fucceffor. , 

| We confider it as an obje&t of which a reviewer fhould 
never ‘lofe fight, that he is not only to give the ftudent an 
idea of the work he examines, previous to its perufal; but 
that jt is alfo defirable to. furnifh an agreeable entertainment 
19 the mifcellaneous reader, into whofe hands the original 
Work may never fall. Our account of the performance be- 
- fore 
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fore us fhall therefore confift of a very curfory fketch of the 
flory’of Villars, together with a few of thote paflages of tlie 
work which may appear moft novel-and interefting. But 
previous to this, it 1s proper the reader fhould be informed 
refpeéting the materials, and the:authority of M. Anquctil’s 


publication. | 


** There have already been publifhed Memoirs of the Duke 
de Villars, printed at London in the year 1739, in three 
volumes duodecimo.* ‘The firft of thefe volumes, as far as 
the 322d page 1s nothing more than a literal copy of the 
manufcript memoirs that have been pat into my hands.+ 
The reft of that volume, and the two remaining ones appear 
to be no more: than a revival of the gazettes,’» inter{perfed 
with random anecdotes, collected by heariay. M. the ma- 
rechal de Caftries; [fecretary of ftate,] and the late marquis 
de Vogue who interefted themfelves for the reputation of 
Villars, and did not,think it properly fupported in this com- 
pilation, were defirous to have a new life written, and for 
that purpofe communicated to me the materials that were in 
their pofleffion : to wit, 142 paper books of memoirs, from 
24: to 32 folio pages each; 213 loofe fheets, of four pages 
each, being a continuation of the fame work; and fourteen 
tolio volumes of letters, fome of them to the amount of 
1200 pages. 

* Thefe have conftituted the fubje& of my labour, that is, 
I have new written the Memoirs, added a few connecting 
paflages, given to the whole the form of the firft perfon, 
for the fake of adding life to the ftyle, and inferted the 
letters in the text. But I have preferved the faéts exactly 
as they ftood, without allowing myfelf either to difpute or 
to :upport them. 

‘«* T have called the work, the Life of Villars, written by 
himielf, becaufe his letters conftitute the greateft part of it, 
and becaufe the Memoirs and the Journal [which he be- 
gan to keep when he entered into the council of regency, 
under the duke d’Orleans] ‘appears to be his own compo- 
iition, or, at leaft, to have been written under his infpec- 
tion, fince it has many correétions in his awn hand.” 





—_— 


* <¢ We are informed in the title page of that edition, that it 13 
corrcfed and augmented with an index ; which fuppofes a prior edition: 
but this we have never feen.” The edition coniulted by the review: 
er was printed at the Hague, 1735. 

+ Voltaire in his Stecle de Louis XIV, gives this account of the 
whole firft volume without diftinction. M. Anquetil’s account how 


ever has the air of fuperior accuracy. 


Upor 




















































Life of the Marechal Villers. 63) 


Upon this account we fhall only obferve, that the autho-: 
ity upon which it refts is above all fufpicion. The préfont 
publication muft be regarded as an abridgment of the martu-’ 
{cript memoirs, as the number of pages are only in the: pro- 

rtion of two to five, exclufive of the letters ; and a folio page’ 
of the written copy may be prefumed, at leaft; equal-to a'page’ 
of the prefent impreffion. We have however the advantage of 
being able in the prefent cafe, to determine in fome meatute,’ 

e mode of abridgment by recurring to the old printed:Me~' 
moirs above alluded to. And from this'comparifon the car= 











( ailment appears very confiderable; the firtt-volume of thé 
at fg Memoirs, which contain 454 pages, ‘ending with the year 
aq (1700; a period, whofe ftory in the prefent publication ie 


comprehended in 76 pages ; and the proportion is much the 
fame, if we take it up more precifely, as‘ M: Anquetil has 
ftated it at the 322d ‘page of the. old booki .Thus we dif- 
over, that the liberties in which the ‘editor has indulged 
iimfelf, have judicioufly fallen ina greater:degree upon the 
earlier and lefs interefting patts of the ftory, “With regard to 
the incidents which this plan obliged him ‘to omit, it.'wag 
impoflible to make fuch a feleStion as fhould meet with uni- 
erfal approbation.’ Convinced for ourfelves,- that: four vo2 
lumes,. by no means defective in. thicknefs, are enough :to 
atisfy the reafonable part of mankind, we fhall content cur- 
felves with remarking, that the province we have affumed ‘to 











ing burfelves, is that of reviewing new books, not books that 
fon, Mawere publifhed half'a century ago. }; 40. 438 7 
the fag Villars was born in the: year 1653. His: original turn 
&tly |aeeems to have been. to the profeffion of arms, and his firft 
. or WetPpearance was in the war with Holland inthe year 1672. 


\t this early period he difplayed the fame vivacity and {pirit 
1 by (ef adventure which charatterifed_hint through the whole 
f it, @rourte of his life, and omitted no opportunity of diftin- 
.. mpuithing:himfelf.. In 1684, he was fent -ambaffador to 
‘jenna, ‘and afterwards removed to Munich, in order ‘to 


sin onciliate the affections of Maximilian, eleétor of Bavaria, 
fpec ather to the emperor Charles the VII. The cle&or here 


lifcovered the fame fuperficial, feeble and irrefolute cha- 
acter to which he was indebted for his fubfequent misfor- 
hes; and Villars, though he made fome progrefs in the 
it is fueficem of Maximilian, was finally obliged to yicld the vic- 
ition: MRory to more prattifed and lefs fcrupulous courtiers. He was 
view" Bigain called into his proper field by the war of 1688, where 
¢ advanced towards the i‘luftrious charaéter he diiplaved in 
phe fubfequent. war, withovt'in the courfe of this, attaining 
0 the commiand of a principal army. The account he wrote 
Tron fie? Louis in 1690, of the perions who commanded the im- 
po” pezial 
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ial forces, is'formewhat fingular, ‘ The Germans,” fays 7 it 

*s have at their head four generals, whofe plan of ope. 7 ri 

“< rations is mot perfectly fettled, The youngeft of theie 7 te 
** cormomandess is fomething more than fourfcore, and is in 
* blind. The two whe are fent by the marquis, of .Bran- 7 fic 
“+ denbourgh, 2nd. M. .Parfling, ere perfons with whom [ | hi 
‘* have the honour of being scquainted.. This laft,, J can 7 an 
“* affure you, 1s in. the hundred and fifth year of his age. 1; 7 of 
‘* it pofhble, though we fhould fuppofe their foldiers the beit 7 of 
‘+ thatever exifled, that four fuch dotards fhould not cauie | tu: 
** 3 littke confufien im; the forces they command?” After : 
the peace of Ry fwick, Villars was fent once more to.the cowt 7 lar 


ef Vienna, aud appears to have contributed to that ftate of 9B“ 
affairs which placed Philip V. upon the throne of Madrid. 
codnithe year 1701, Villars was in. an inferior fituation | 
under. Villeroi, in.the ridiculous. campaign of Italy, with/ 
which the war.coemmerced. In 1702, he was appointed to! 
eommand the army the Rhine... The. principal objeé 
ef this army was to form a junction with the elector of Ba- 
varia. In parfait ef this obje&, Villars fought and gained 
the -battle of Ftidlingen, and obtained the déton of mare- 
chal of France... Butthe elector was too fickle and undeter- 
mined to make the neceflary advances on ‘his part, and the 
promifed jundtion came to nothing. 

Still at the head of the fame army, in the February of the) 
following year,: Villars formed the fiege of Fort ‘Kell. In 
the narrative of this tranfa&tion, the features of his military 
character are itrongly developed ; his impatience. of contra- 
diction and difobedience, the prudent feverity of his difci- 

ine, his rigour in the exaétion. of contributions, his affa-/) 

Hlity to thofe under his command. ‘* My prefence,” fay: 
he, ** encourages the foldier; my familiarity enables him to 
‘* fupport with gaiety the hardfhips.of the fiege. We drink 
‘* flip together. I tell them ftories. I give them my word, 
‘* that there is not a nation in the world, except the French, 
‘s who know how to take towns in the winter. I have not 
** hanged aman, I have twogrenadiers in durance, who 
‘* have richly deferved it, that I intend to fet at liberty if 
‘< return for the firft aétion in which their comrades dil-B 
** guifh themfelves.”” 

"Vhe campaign of 1703 was much more confpicuous tha 
the preceding, and has a greater {cope allotted it in the workgy* thi 
wefore us than any other year of the war. In it was cif% ho 
feted the long expedted junction with the eleftor. It wa’ im 
illuftrated by the firft battle of Hochflet. It feems to hah‘ pat 
depended only upon Maximilian to have obtained a decide’ us | 
fyperiority im the empire, or perbaps. to have taken Viens — 

| itfel! N 
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itfelf. On the other hand, Villars appears to have been car- 
ried away by his natural impetuofity, and to have involved him- 
{elf in difficulties, by regarding as a certainty his being re- 
inforced from the Rhine and from Italy, without having fuf- 
ficient reafon to count upon that event. But he extricated 
himfelf from the confequences of his own fanguine temper, 
and of the much greater errors of the elector, with the ability 
of a mafter.— The paffage in which he deicribes his . e:ings 
of the infatuation of the elector, and his conduét in that fi- 
tuation, cannot be unacceptable. 

‘¢ It is for the benefit of his Majefty’s fervice,”’ writes Vil- 
Jars to the minifter, ‘* to permit me to refign. Among the 
“ flender portion of talents with which God has endowed 
‘‘ me, that of conducting fuch a prince as the eleétor is cer- 
nm ** tainly not to be found. ‘There is not a misfortune that 
th ** can be compared to the commanding an army under him. 
toms ** So great is it to aman of probity and honour, that I fhould 
2 SS preter exile, the lofs of every thing I poileis, to a campaign 
a- ye ** that proceeded in the fame ityle as the laft ten days. God 
ed | ‘* grant me grace to furvive the cruel feniations that agitate 
re-me** me! In the name of all that is facred, liberate me from 
“the oar! 1am perfeély ufelefs to my king, and, in a 
a‘‘ word, I can exift no longer in this fituation.”” Affuredly 
this is not the ftyle in which a courtier writes to a firft imi- 


SARs Wee ae et! eo we °F — 





the @gnifter. But it is much the fame to the king himfelf. * If,’” 
Inferies he, ** your majefty command me to fhut myfelf up in 
ary|am’* the electorate, and by fo doing order the deitruétion of yout 
tra-)ag** army, [ will throw away my life in the firft rencounter, 
{ci- a" and not remain a fpectator of the melancholy fcene.”” To 
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proceed with the Memoirs. , 

** Inflexible to all the reprefentations of Maximilian up- 
‘on this head, and judging it of the laft neceffity to have an 
* open communication to Villinghen, in cafe M. Tallard 
* advanced to that place, I refolved to march to Memmin- 
‘gen, as well to facilitate my favourite project, as to hin- 
* der the remains of Stirum’s army from taking fhelter un- 
‘ der the ftandard of the prince of Baden. After having 
| many times ftated to the elector the neceflity of this ttep, 
= and always without fuccefs, 1 determined to do that my- 
‘ felf which the neceflity of the war demanded. I went to 
‘ him at the proper hour for giving orders, and began in 
ope this ftyle, ‘ Is it poffible, my lord, that all I have had the 
; it’ honour of flating to your highnefs fhould have made no 
wif impreffion, and that f thould be fo unhappy as to be inca- 
have’ pable of perfuading you to the only meafure that can give 
ide’ us the fuperiority to our enemies?” To this, he replied 
noepoldly, ‘ that he thought his plan of fhutting himfelf up 
(lf Encu. Rey. Vol. LV. E a 
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‘* Bavaria more reafonable than mine. ‘ It is my. duty 





oe 
= c 


** then,” rejoined I, with fpirit, ‘‘ toinform your highneis, | » 
‘* what my plan is: I intend that the army of the king thal : i" 
** march to Memmingen to-morrow morning.” At thefe 3 6 
** words, the blood rufhed into the face of the elector, and} 7 « 


«* he threw his hat and wig upon the table.”” ‘‘ I have com- | 7 
** manded,”’ cried he, ‘* the army of the emperor with the |) ,. 


** duke of Lorrain, who was certainly a great general, and 4 
« was never treated in this manner.” ‘* M. de Lorrain,” an- FP « 
“* fwered I, “* was a great prince and a great general; for |) «x 
** me, I am accountable to the king for his army, and I will | 9 « 
‘** not fuffer it to perifh through the evil councils of perfons, ) 9) « 
‘* whofe influence here is greater than mine.” Saying this,! [7 ¢. 


*¢ left the apartment. i 
** Two hours after, he fent to defire me to wait upon | 
“him. ‘* Your highnefs,” faid}, as I entered, ‘* has any F th 
_ “ commands for me” ** It is your part,”’ anfwered he, “ to | 9 ¢ 
** iflue the commands ; it is mine to obey them.” ‘* Ob. [| Re 
“ ferving that he was fomewhat humbled, Scbiilond to him FF jn 
‘* my reafons, in a calm and refpectful manner, and accom- | 
‘¢ panied what I faid with foothing compliments upon his} 7 oy, 
‘* yalour and military fkill, which made him capable of every 7 y; 
** thing, when he fuffered himfelf to be guided by his own} ) 44, 
** judgment. ‘* Well,” interrupted he, ‘*I will march with) 
“ you, fince that it is your opinion; you fhall lead me where- | % 4, 
* ever you pleafe.” “ Yourelectoral highnefs,”’ faid I, “ thal) ® 4), 
' ™ be convinced upon this oceafton, as you have been upon} % ha, 
«* many others, that mine was the only fafe party.” In the? pe 
mean time, Villars obtained his comgé, and the next year wasf) fo, 
fent againft the enthufiafts of Languedoc. The confequence}) cof 
ef this ill-timed complaifance to the eleftor was the battle off) jo. 
Blenheim, and the expulfion of that prince from his domi-F) fo, 
nions. E 
At this time, Villars, in confideration of the neceffities off) 
the ftate, offered to give up the income he received from 297 Jate 
government he held, and from his poft of marechal, to thth? den 
amount of three thoufand pounds per annum, during the war.B) Jif. 
His offer was not accepted, but the diftreffes of the kingdom very 
called him once more into a&tion. In 1705, he commanded h? pai, 
upon the Mofeile, and in the two following campaigns up- 7 
on the Rhine, Here he thewed himfelf equally qualified to'B) fyb; 
defenfive as for offenfive war. By thofe flow and filent ftep: 















ef which his fituation admitted, he reftored in fome meafur Bh) ay y 
the affairs of the kingdom. He fuffered no opportunity “fF fion, 
enterprize to efcape him ; and his enterprizes, equally dant) woy 
and deliberate, were almoft always fuccefsful. In the laft lB) proy 
the years we have mentioned, he once more obtained te how 
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xomplete afcendancy in Germany; and laid the neighbouring 
countries under fevere contributions. The following is his 
account of the diftribution of their produee. ‘* I divided it 
‘‘ into three parts : the firft fufficed for the pay of the army, 
«« which coft his majefty nothing this year : with the fecond, 
+ T redeemed the billets of credit with which we had been 
‘¢ obliged to pay our officers in the laft campaign, and I fent 
‘a large pacquet of them to’ the miunifter of the finances. 
«© The third I deftined to fatten my heifer (engraiffer mon 
‘6 geau) : it was in thefe terms I wrote to the king, who was 
“* pleafed to fignify his entire approbation of what I had 
“ done.”” In the year 1708 Villars was fertt to command in 
Savoy. 

It a not till the clofe of this year; after having tried his 
two favourites, Villeroi and Boutilers, after having called to 
the command the duke de Vendome, a general of the moft 
fplendid reputation, and after the lofs of the decifive and fa- 
tal battle of Oudenarde, that Louis could perfuade himfelf to 
intruft his principal army in Flanders, to the only confum- 
mate general France had to boaft. The confequence how- 
ever was immediately vifible. The year 1709 was marked 
with the memorable battle of Malplaquet, which gave the firft 


) check to the allies. They won the field indeed, and caps 


tured Mons; buf they loft more than 20,000 men, while 
there fell of the French, according to Villars, fcarcely more 
than 6,000; and the advantages they gained, appear to 
have been, in a great meafure, owing to a mott fevere wound 
he received in the battle. He had however the mortification 
for two years longer to be a fpectator of Marlborough’s fuc+ 
cefsful career in taking towns ; and his complaints upon this 
head are full of bitternefs and affi@tion. But in 1711, this 
feourge of France was recalled, and in the year following the 
Englith feparated their forces from the reft of the allies. 

The fingular fpirit and animation with which Villars re- 
lates the affair of Denain, affords the ftrongeft internal evi- 
dence of his having confidered it as the greateft ation of his 
life. It was followed by the moft rapid fuccéfs in the reco- 
very of the towns they had loft; and the fubfequent .cam- 
paign in Germany was equally profperous. 

The fcene which followed has always_been confidered as a 
fubje&t of much curiofity. It is mot often that two gene 
tals, who had fo great a fhare in the operations of the war, 
as Villars and Eugene, fhould be thought of for commif- 
fioners to form the treaty of peace. The experiment indeed 
would in general be but an uutoward one ; foldiers are, toa 
Proverb, inimical to ‘the difcontinuation of war: nothing 
however can be more certain “3 that thefe great men were 
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in earneft. One of the moft curious parts of this work ma! 
be fuppofed to be the account of this fcene by one of th! 
principal actors, and we fhould fcarcely be excufed from’ giv.” 
ing fome extract of it, though we muit endeavour to be a) 
brief as poffible. 
t The fcene of conference was the caftle of Raftat. After 
the firft compliments, the generals proceeded to fettle the 
ceconomy of theirtime. ‘* It was agreed that they fhould 
dine with each other alternately, with the principal of their 
friends, and that in the evening they fhould play (commonly| 
at piquet) in the apartment of Villars, which was the mof| 
commodious. But this, though perhaps not the leaft in. 
fiructive, is not the moft heroical fide of the picture. : 
Their converfations upon the fubje&t. of their commiffion 
were extremely fpirited and extremely ferious, without at any 
time lofing fight of politenefs, and the terms of re/peé? that 
were due to their refpective fovereigns. ‘* Any earlbii how. 7 
** ever that had overheard us, it muft be granted, would have! 
‘* believed, that it was impoffible for us to have ftaid together 
.$* two days.” 
_ © The affair of the Catalans gave an air of pique to our 
** converfation of the 29th of December. We parted without 
‘«* either of us relaxing in the leaft, and with very grave coun- 
«* tenances. The next day prince Eugene, obferving that] 
«¢ was in fpirits, enquired into the caufe of this good humour. 
*¢ Ttis the fruit,’ faid I, ‘* of reflexion, and this is what! 
** have been thinking of. I will acknowledge it coft me fome/ 
‘* pain to fee the treaty likely to mifcarry, after the ceffion on 
‘* your fide of Landau and the reftoration of the ele&tors, be-” 
‘* caufe the king infifted upon Flanders, or fome other indem-| 
‘* nification for the misfortunes of thefe princes. I have/ 
‘* brought his majefty to defift from thefe claims. It is now) 
** your turn, mon/ieur le prince, to be ferious, when vou have) 
‘* reafon to think that the interefts and the peace of the em-[ 
‘« pire will be facrificed to the demands of the Catalanian re- 
** bels. ‘The treaty miicarrying in this manner through they 
«* tenacioufnefs of the emperor, I feel myfelf very eafy about 
** the continuation of a war that will be carried on in the 
** provinces of the enemy, and very well pleafed with the glory /7 
«s [ flatter myfelf to obtain in a conteft with the beft general 
«< in Europe. | 
‘¢ Prince Eugene appeared touched with what I had faid.f 
M. le marechal, an{wered he, you mutt have written in very 
{trong terms to have been able to revive the negociation. 
You are in the right; and it is my duty now to write in 
the fame ftrain ;’’ and after having reflected for a moment: 
M. le marechal, give me leaye to judge of you by ee 
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1 and let me intreat you to judge of me by‘your own feelings, 


the | ams The world imagines that we are both of us eager for the 
jv. §** continuation of the war; and for my part I am contident, 
a 7} had any other perfons been the negociators, peace would 
“Hs« not have been made: and the reafon is, that we treat like 
rer. e* men of honour, and without a particle of that tinefle, 
the ‘ which others would conceive indifpenfible. I have aiways 
uld ** thought, and I know that you agree with me, that the 
reir eS wifeft of all finefles is good faith and fincerity.” 
nly’ =«Thefe illuftrious negociators concluded their tranfaction, 
10 | aavitlr mutually recommending to each othe:, to fecure fome- 
hing for himfelf. ‘* I have no family,”’ replied Eugene, 


in 

} and if I retire, it will, { affure you, be juft the fame thing 
‘tome, whether I enjoy a revenue of 40,o00l. or a rent 
‘of sool.” ‘* The affittants, fays Villars, were aftonithed 
‘to fee us difpute day by day with the moit unbounded 
‘ eagernefs, for the principalities and ftates demanded by the 
‘king, by the emperor, and by Philip for their partifans, 
‘ without doing the fmallett thing for ourfelves,”’ 

We will conclude the prefent article with one word upon 
he military narration of this work. ‘The very title of the 
iftory of his campaigns written by the General himfelf, 
s fomewhat repulfive to ail claifes of men that are not tol- 
tiers. But we have found lefs of this in the Life of Villars 
han could have been expected. His is not fo much the hif- 
ory of breatt-works and horn-works, of curtins and ravel- 
ns, as of the characters of men, their conduét in various 
ituations, and the motives of their actions. At the fame 
ime he interfperfes many valuable leffons to perfons of the 
military profefion. One inconfiftency however, though 
pownmen ourfelves, could not efcape our obfervation. I[t is 
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have jy 
now| @s conftant prefcription to the governors of towns befieged, 
have) |mever in any cafes to furrender themfelves prifoners of war, 


‘ Any general, though fure of carrying you by ftorm, will 


em-— 
* rather choole to permit four or five hundred men to march 


1 re-B 
1 the) @° to their friends, than proceed to extremities at the hazard 
bout} #‘ of loofing one hundred brave meni.” If we remember 
, the might, Villars never took a town without-making it the tirft 
Jory @ondition, that the garrifon fhould furrender themfelves pri- 
neral | woners of war. 
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faid. | (To be concluded in our next.) 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


[For JUL Y, 1784,] 


Art. 15. Thoughis on a Parliamentary Reform. 8vo. Dodifley. 1;, 
Art. 16. dn Anfwer-to Thoughts on a Parliamentary Reforn, 
8vo. Debrett. 1s, 
Art, 17. Some other Thoughts on a Parliamentary Reform, iy 
Reply to a late Publication’ entitled ** ‘Thoughts on a Parliamen; 
ary Reform.” 8vo. Stockdale. 
HE firft of thefe tracts has been imputed to Mr. Soame Je 
yns ; and as it is written with fome degree of {plendour, inj 
dijcovers a paradoxical fpirit, it is not improbable that it has acu 
ally proceeded from him. The author, whoever he is, proteffes, 
rooted averfion to all parliamentary reforms; and his . work ; 
throughout, a violent and earneft declamation. It is defedtive, hoy 
ever, in argument; and thovgh it may be read with pleafure as 
compofition, it carries with it no conviction. The author repr 
bates many plans which political projectors have held out for appw 
bation. But even allowing, that many chimerical projects hay 
been formed, it follows not that it is impoflible to improve upc 
our conftiturion. Theauthor obftinately inculcates the notion, tha 
we fhould be contented with our conftitution as itis; and yet he: 
lows that we have grievances which are acknowledged to be deph 
rable. He is ftruck with the dangers‘of innovation ; and is pert 
nacioufly certain, that every change would produce new calamities., 

This way of thinking is wildly abfurd and erraneous ; and th 
changes which the Enghih conttitution has undergone from th 
Saxon periqd to the prefent times, afford arguments the moft dec 
five and irretragable, to demonttrate that parliamentary reforms ma 
be undertaken and accomplifhed with the greateft fruit and adva 
tage. How many happy and fortunate improvements have taken plac 
in the political fabrick of the Englifh government, from the det pot 
age of Williamthe Norman? It would require a large volume # 
enumerate them. But waying any reafoning from our hiftory, it # 
obvious, that the opinion of our author is fundamentally: wrons 
For it 1s -not in nature, that human affairs can ftand itll at any give 
point. National focieties muit either be approaching to pertectia 
or receding from it. If it were proper that no changes or innov 
trovs fhould take place and give agitation to mortals, the cabin ¢ 
the favage would ‘never improve into a palace; manners would cot 
tinue fo eyer in a {tate of barbarifm ; the paffions and difurders « 
individuals would for ever difturb fociety ; noccdes. of laws woul 
be framed ; the fpecies would not rife to its natural importance ; at 
nations would attain to no confideration and greatnefs. 

In the prefent times, the great object ‘of complaint is the venalit) 
of parliament. Now, it is an undoubted pofition, that retory 
may be made to reprefs corruption. ‘To difcover fuch reforms, ! 
the bufinefs of our ftatefmen ;' and the country has much to g# 
from their eftablifhment. It is only by falutary reforms that the 
seer of nations may be prolonged. Whena people are fupine in # 
pare x ma ) m! 
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E. | ggmidft of misfortunes and grievances, they have loft their fpirit and 
" Ebre ripe for defpotifm. 

Indeed, it appears to be the intention of our author to prefs the 

propriety of a flavifh fubmiffion in the governed, and to explain 

CY: 1 away the rights of his countrymen. He 1s an advocate for tyranny 

eform, Mit a period when the powers of the Commons have been invaded ; 

Tipnd peftinently zealous, he unfolds his arbitrary counfels, when 

m; ivwmpheir appearance is moft infulting. But debility and declamation can 

amen! effect but little; and men of generous minds, while they do juttice 

o the ftyle of this writer muft defpife his matter. It is weak and 







































1¢ Jenumfrivolous in the greateft degree. , 
ir, unl The reputation of Mr. Soame Jenyns has drawn an attention ta 
s aciuphis pamphet, which it does not merit ; and two anfwers have been 
tefles | Mbeftowed upon it. The firft of thefe is intitled ‘ An Anfwer to 


vork iT houghts on a Parliamentary Reform.’ The fecond has for ite 
e, howsmpitle, ‘ Some other Thoughts on a Parliamentary Reform,’ in reply 
‘e as ¢ mmo a late publication, entitled ‘ Thoughts on a Parliamentary Re- 
repro @gorm.’ In thefe pieces there are fome pertinent remarks. and, in 
appro apeneral, it is to be faid of them, that they point to the weak places 
s havggpf the work againft which they combat. But they are the per- 
€ upc: m@mormances of unpractifed writers, who afford not fatisfaction in the 
on, tha@perufal. They too often miftake perfonality for ftrength, and pes 
t he ay@tulence for argument. In accomplifhments and literature, they are 
deplo@far inferior to Mr. Jenyns; ~ yet they confidently affect a fuperi- 
$ pert) @™prity over him. 
mities. Art. 18. 4 Letter from a Member of the General Convention 0 
and th = Delegates of the royal Boroughs, to the Citizens of the Royal Boroughs, 
om th which bave not yet acceded to the Plan of Reform. 4to. Edinburgh. 
ft deco It is a truth not to be controverted, that the Scottifh nation was 
mis ma@nciently free, and that its fpirit in former times was high 
advan@ignd iridependent. In later periods it has, however, degenerated from 
en plac] ts greatnets, and exhibited unequivocal fymptomes of fervility. It 
clei pot) Ms remarkable, that from the union of the two kingdoms, the fenfe 
lume @@vhich it ought to have entertained of its importance, has been moft 
ry,  #amiferably impaired, and that it has even difcovered a pronenefs to 
wrong @ubmiffion and dependence. It was difpofed to liften with an abject 
1y give@pliability to the few perfons who had the favour of the. fervants of. 
rteciom@the crown. To difpute their will, or to oppofe their purpofes, were 
innov@accounted to be crimes of the deepeft complexion. But if its politi- 
-abin G@ral adminiftration was tyrannical, it had alfo to complain of the exe- 
uld coogrution of its laws, The court of feffion affected.and exercifed a 
rders Gpower that was fuperior to ftatutes, and fuperior to authorities and 
s woullequity, This power was denominated the ‘ Nobile Officium’ of the 
ce ; a Defhion; and it comprehended a defpotifm, the most infolent and 
_Pppreflive. The people, degraded by infults and injury, had nearly 
venali! @unk ixito the condition of flaves. 
reforms At length, the antient ardour of the Scottifh nation begins to re- 
orms, give ; and it is with extreme pleafure that we can trace, in the let- 
to gamer before us, the growing fpirit of patriotifm and liberty. Many 
t the cpt the Scottifh boronghs have confederated to thake off the chains 
¢ in Ophich have long difgraced them; and it is the object of the au- 
mop Bhor of the prefent performance to confolidate the whole of them 
| inte 
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into one firm body, and to operate their united and warinett efforts, 
in the caufe of freedom. His publication is forcible; becaufe jt! 
flows from the heart. He aims at no ingenious idlgnefs, and no 
empty parade. He calls aloud to his countrymen to break the bond; | 
of their fervitude, to recover the rights they have loft, and to att in| 
‘the eitablifiment of their importance with the vigour of men. While | 
he unveiis to them the charms of liberty, he points to its falutary| 


confequences. He anticipates the new height of profperity and 
glory, which they may attain by fo happy a change in their con- 
dition. Giving reins to his imagination, he foretells that Scot. 
land, notwithttanding its celebrity, may yet run a more fortunate 
career in fclence, in commerce, and in arms. 

We refpect the warmth of our author in a caufe fo honourable ; 
and we cannot but beitow our beit approbation upon his perform. 
ance. His arguments are ftrong, and not to be refifled. His man- 


ner is manly and tincere; and his diction is clear, nervous, and / 


flowing. 
Art. 19. 4 Reprefentation to his Majefty, moved in the Houfe of 


Commons. By the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, and feconded f 
by the Right Honourable William Windham, on Monday, June | 
14, 1784, and negatived. With a Pretace, and Notes.  4to, [ 


‘as. 6d. Debrett. 


Mr. Burke, who is a great writer as well as a great f{peaker, turned | 
out of the lucrative office of paymafter, very naturally attempted to | 


take revenge both with his tongue and his pen. This long reprefenta- 


tion’; or, political fermon to his majefty, Mr. Burke firft delivered J 


in the Houte of Commons, where, he confetles it met with a very 
indifferent reception. ‘The reprefentation itfelf, having appeared in 
all’the morning news papers, 1s generally known. It is an elabo- 
rate compoiition, and contains all that can be faid againft the late 
diffolution of parliament. The preface is, to ufe the hackneyed 
word, ingenious, but by no means folid. Mr. Burke pofieffes fuch 
livelinefs of imagination, and fuch metaphyfical fubtlety, that he 
can, by nice diftinétions, ** change fides, and ftill confute.” With 
thefe talents, he fuffers his will to lead his judgment; and finds in 


his learning and genius, fhelter for every opinion he is inclined to 


efpoufe. 


It is pleafant, to obferve this accomplithed fcholar, but whimfical | 


ftatefman, converting the attempt that was made by a faction, in the 
laft houfe of commons, to draw to themfelves the whole power of the 


. legiflature, into a virtue. 


‘ The late Houfe of Commons was not accufed of an interefted 
compliance to the will of a court. The charge againft them was ot 
aditierent nature. They were charged with being actuated by an 
extravagant fpirit of independency. This fpecies of offence is {0 
clofely connected with merit ; this vice bears fo near a refemblance 
to virtue ; that the flight of an Houfe of Commons above the exact 
temperate medium of independence, ought to be corre¢tly afcertain- 
ed, left we give encouragement to difpofitions of a leis generous 
nature, and lefs fafe for the people : we ought to call for very folid 

nd convincing proofs of the exiftence, and of the magnitude too 
of the evils, which are charged to an independent fpirit, before we 
oS ) give 
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forts | 
fe It o 
| now 


give fanction to any meafure, that by checking a fpirit fo eafily 
damped, and fo hard to be excited, may affect the liberty of a part 
of ourconftitution, which, if not free, is worfe than ufelefs. 








onds ¢ The editor «loes not deny, that by pofiibility fuch an abufe may 
Ct in TE exift: But primd fronte, there is no reafonto prefume it. The Houte 
‘hile of Commons is not, by its complexion, peculiarly fubject to the 






itary 9 

and | 
COl- 
Cot: | 
inate 


diftempers of an independent habit. Very little compulfion is ne- 
ceflaryy.on the part of the people, to render it abundantly complai- 
fantto minifters, and favourites of all deéfcriptions. It required a 
great length of time, very confiderable induitry, and perfeverance,. 
no vulgar policy, the umion of many men and many tempers, and 
the concurrence of events which do not happen every day, to build 
up an independent Houte of Commons. Its demolition was accom- 
plifhed in a moment ; and it was the work of ordinary hands. Burt, 
to conftruct is a matter of fkill; to demolith, force and fury are 
fufficient. , 

‘ The late Houfe of Commons has been punifhed for its inde- 
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fe of “pendence. That example is made. Have we an example on re- 
nded | cord, of an Houfe of Commons punifhed for its fervility ? The res, 
June [9 wards of a. fenate fo difpofed, are manifett to the world. Several 


4to. | gentlemen are verv defirous of altering the conftitution of the Houfe 
Hof Commons: But they mutt alter the frame and conftitution of 
irned 9 ‘human nature itfelf, before they can fo fafhion it by any mode of 
-d to MM election, that its conduct will not be influenced by reward and pu- 
enta- 7% nifhment ; by fame and by difgrace. If thefe examples take root 
vered | in the minds of men, what Members hereafter will be bold enough 
very | not to be corrupt? Ejpecially as the King’s highway of obfequiouf- 
ed in 99 nefs is fo very broad and eafy. ‘To make a pallive Member of Par- 
labo- F¥ liament, no dignity of mind, no principles of honour, no refolution, 
late WR no ability, no induitry, no learning, no experience are in the leat 
eyed (9B degree neceflary. To defend a poft of importance againft a powerful 
fuch enemy, requires an Elliot ;—a drunken invalid is qualified to hoift a 
at he (4) white flag, or to deliver up the keys of the fortrefs on his knees.’ 
With All this appears very fine prima parte. But when we recollect, 
ds in (9% that the Editor, whom we know, from his manner, to be no other 
ed to | than Mr. Burke, takes for granted what ought to have been proved, 
namely, that the conduct of the combined majority in the Houfe of 
pfical |} Commons proceeded, not from private ambition, but the generous 
in the ( fpirit of independency ; when we recollect thefe things, however 
of the FR we may be amufed with his wit, we fhall not be convinced by his 


© reafoning. 
refted FR Art. 20. Hints to the new Parliament. 8vo 6d. Bew. 1784. 
jas Ol The author of thefe hints fhews, at once, the difficulty of 


by a0) the minifterial, and the duty of the parliamentary truft. On the 
is 10 | firft of thefe heads, he mentions the peace to be ratified with Hol- 
lance FE land; the attention due to the funds ; the national debt; the fettle- 
exact P@ ment of affairs in the Eaft Indies; the number and weight of the 
raid: % taxes ;—fuch, fays the author is the ftatement of the wants and ex- 
erous B® pectations of the nation, and of the bufinefs which ought to oc- 
folid F§ cupy the cares and attention of parliament. He proceeds to point 

to0 iy Out the relative fituation to the new miniiter; what they are to 
re We B® grant, and what he is to expect. 

give | Art, 
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Art. 21. Candour’s Appeal to Independence; or, an Addrefs to 


the independent Members in the enfuing Parliament; and in 
articular to fome of thofe who were alfo in the laft. 8vo. 1s, 
ockdale. ; 

Candour enquires firft, what are the honeft objections to a mini- 
fter’s receiving the fupport of the Houfe of Commons; fecondly, 
whether thofe objections are or are not applicable to the prefent 
minifter ; and, thirdly, if they are not, of what kind of men con- 
fift the leaders of oppofition. He endeavours to prove, that no 
conftitutional objections are to be found againft the minifter, and 
that thofe who promote the oppofition, are unworthy of the public 
confidence, 

This gentleman’s candour appears to be greater than his ability, 
Art. 22. Thoughts on the Caufes of the Delay of the Weftminjfter 
Scrutiny. By the Rev. Mr. Jackfon. 8vo. Stockdale. 1s. 1784. 

Mr. Jackfon allows, that in this bufinefs there have been delays : 
Some unavoidable, and others intentional ; candidly and difpaffion- 
ately to ftate both, that the public may know to whom the defign 
of procraftination is imputable, he profefles to be the intention 
of this publication,—Without entering into the merits of a caufe 
which has exhaufted the patience of the public, and which is not 
yet decided, we fhall only inform our readers, that Mr. Jackfon is 
of opinion, that the procraftination of the Weftminfter Scrutiny is 
folely to be attributed to the mancevres of Mr. Fox. 

Art. 23. Two Jraés: Information to thofe who would re- 
move to America; and, Remarks concerning the Savages of 
North America. By Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 8vo. 1s. Stockdale, 
Many perfons in Europe having direétly, or by letters, exprefled 

to Dr. Franklin their defire of tranfporting and eftablifhing them- 

felves in North America, but who appeare to him to have formed, 
through ignorance, miftaken ideas and expectations of what is to be 
obtained there; he thought jt might be ufetul, and prevent incon- 
venient, expenfive, and fruitlefs removals and voyages of improper 

rfons, if he fhould give fome clearer and truer notions of that part 
of the world, than appeared to have hitherto prevailed. He gives, 

in a plain, eafy, ve fomewhat familiar, and pleafant manner, a 

defcription of the prefent ftate of North America, with regard to 

the occupations, purfuits, wants, and temper of its inhabitants, 

The pra¢tical inference drawn from the whole of his remark, 1S, 

that it is the laborious and induftrious labourer and mechanic that 

is beft fitted to thrive in America. 

It cannot be worth any man’s while, Dr. Franklin fays, who has 
a means of living at home, ‘ to expatriate himfelf in hopes of ob- 
taining a profitable civil office in America; and as to military offices, 
they are at an end with the war, the armies being difbanded. Much 
lefs is it advifable for a perfon to go thither, who has no other qua- 
lity to recommend him but his birth. In Europe it has indeed its 
value ; butitis a commodity that cannot be carried to a worfe mart- 
ket than to that of America, where people do not enquire concerning 4 
ftranger, What isbe? but What can be do? If he has any ufeful art, 
he is welcome; and if he exercifes it and behaves well, he will be 
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refpected by all that know him; but a mere man of quality, who on 
that account wants to live upon the public, by fome office or falary, 
will be defpifed and difregarded. The hufbandman is in honour 
there, and even the mechanic, becaufe their employments are ufeful, 
The people have a faying, that God Almighty is himfelf a mechanic, 
the greateit in the univerie; and he is refpected and admired more for 
the variety, ingenuity, and utility of his handiworks, than for the 
antiquity of his family, They are pleafed with the obfervation of a 
negro, and frequently mention it,. that Boccarorra (meaning the 
white man) make de black man workee, make de horfe workee, 
make de ox workee, make ebery ting workee ; only de hog. He 
de hog, no workee ; he eat, he drink, he walk about, he go to flee 
when he pleafe, he libb like a gentleman. According to thefe opi- 
nions of the Americans, one of them would think himfelf more 
obliged to a genealogift, who could prove for him that his anceftors 
and relations for ten generations had been ploughmen, {miths, car- 
penters, turners, weavers, tanners, or even fhoemakers, and con- 
fequently, that they were ufeful members of fociety; than if he 
could only prove thatt hey were gentlemen, doing nothing of 
value, but living idly on the labour of others, mere fruges confumere 
nati, and otherwife good for nothing, till by their death, their ettates, 
like the carcafe of the negro’s gentleman-hog, come to be cut up,’ 

The remarks concerning the favages of North America are very 
curious. They difcover enlarged views of human nature, and a 
mjnd elevated far, perhaps fome may think too far, above the pre- 
judices of local fituation and education, 

* Our laborious manner of life compared with theirs, they efteem 
flavith and bafe ; and the learning on which we value ourfelves, 
they regard as frivolous.and ufelefs. An inflance of this occurred 
at the treaty of Lancafler in Pennfylvania, anno 1744, between the 

vernment of Virginia and the Six Nations, After the principal 

finefs was fettled, the commiffioners from Virginia acquainted the 
Indians by a fpeech, that there was at Williamfburg a college with 
afund, for educating Indian youth ;-and, that-if the chiefs of the 
Six Nations would fend down half a dozen of their fons to that col- 
lege, the government would take care that they fhould be well pro- 
vided for, and inftructed in all the learning of the white people. It 
ig one of the Indian rules of politenefs not to anfwer a public {pro- 
pofition the fame day that it is made ; they think it would be treating 
itas a light matter; and that they fhew it refpect by taking time 
to confider it, as of a matter important. They therefore deterred 
their anfwer till the day following ; when their fpeaker began, by 
expreffing thcir deep fenfe of the kindnefs of the Virginia govern- 
ment, in making then; that offer; ‘* for we know,” fays he, * that 
* you highly efteem the kind of learning taught in thofe colleges, 
* and that the maintenance of our young men, while with you, 
* would be very expenfive to you. We are convinced, therefore, 
“ that you mean todous good by your propofal, and we thank yoy 
“heartily. But you who are wife muft know, that different nations 
* have different conceptions of things; and you will therefore not 
* take it amifs, if our ideas of this kind of education happen not 
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* to be the fame with yours. We have had fome experience of it : 
*¢ Several of our young people were formerly brought up at the col- 
*< jeges of the northern provinces ; they were inftructed in all your 
*¢ fciences ; but when they came back to us, they were bad runners ; 
*¢ ignorant of every means of living in the woods ; unable to bear 
*¢ either cold or hunger; knew neither how to build a cabin, take 
*¢ adeer, or kill an enemy ; fpoke our language imperfectly ; were 
“¢ therefore neither fit for hunters, warriors, or counfellors ; they 
*¢ were totally good for nothing. We are, however, not the lefs 
* obliged by your kind offer, though we decline accepting it: And 
*¢ to fhow our grateful fenfe of it, if the gentlemen of Virginia will 
*¢ fend us a dozen of their fons, we will take great care of their 
«+ education, inftruct them in all we know, and make mez of them.” 
The character of this ufeful and entertaining little. publication, 
is, that it appears to be the work of a well informed philofopher, 
who, enjoying health, and cheerfulnefs, and gaity of temper, gives 
an air of sinslehany to the moft important truths. . 
Art. 24. Curfory remarks on the Importance of Agriculture, in 
its Conneétion with Manufactures and Commerce, adapted to the pre- 
fent Situation of Great Britain. By William Lamport, Honor- 
ary Member of the Bath Agriculture Society, and Author of Ap- 
pendix No. I. to Letters and Papers lately publithed by that 
Society. 8vo. 2s. Buckland. 1784. 
The fubject which firft occurs, in the prefent moment, to a patri- 
otic mind, Mr. Lamport affirms, is the burden of both accumulated 
taxes, and the national debt.To prevent defpair, it is natural for fuch 
a mind to enquire—How it is to be borne ? In what manner can it be 
alleviated ? hat refources have we? The anfwer will be— 
Agriculture, Manufactures, and Commerce. He confiders in what 
manner they operate in themfelves, and may be made to co-operate 
to the beft advantage. His obfervation is extenfive. His reafoning 
is candid and folid. And he has perpetually, before his _ the 
laudable object of raifing the hopes, and animating the induftry of 
Britons : Since this nation does not poffefs fo large an extent of terri- 
tory as it lately did, we eT certainly to inquire with Mr. Lam- 
rt, whether the land it {till poffefles may not be rendered more 
ertile, and capable of fupplying all the inhabitants with food and 
raiment. 


76 Montury CaraLocvueE. 





‘For 






































If | 
_pro 
he 
the 
bot! 
tacl 
the 
ploy 
coul 
pula 
mor 
publ 
It 
tion 
of ta 
pula 
both 
Parti 
Thef 
Bu 
navy, 
perha 
Out ce 
were 
eonce 
aroun 
Parlia 
_—_.. 
*$ 
ceptior 
Qilered 












For te ENGLISH REVIEW. 


NATIONAL A F F AI R S 
[ For 7 ULY, 1784.] 
Clings BRITAIN has laid afide the haughty tone of domini- 


on and conqueft, and is ftudious to live on good terms with all 
the world. The idea of advancing and aggrandizing the empire, 
is no longer indulged: We watch its fafety, nay, its very exiftence. 
The nation, deeply exhaufted of its blood and treafure, is in a ftate 
which naturally feeks forrepofe. In this ftate of convalefcence, the 


‘freih remembrance of the miferies that fprung from paft excefles, 


it is to be hoped, will infpire, for many years, prudence and mode- 
ration. 
TAXES 
As public credit is the great nerve, that gives {trength and ener- 
to this nation, it was indifpenfably neceflary to provide for the 

intereft of borrowed millions, by the impofition of heavy taxes. 
If it may be thought, that feveral of thofe, which were originally 
propofed by the minifter, were ill-judged, it muft be allowed, that 
he did-not thew any obftinacy in adhering to them, but freely gave 
them up, for others that were fuggefted by different members, on 
both fides of the Houfe of Commons: And it was a pleafing fpec- 
tacle to a Britifh fubjeét, to behold the temper, the regularity, and 
the effect, with which the collected wifdom of the nation was em- 
ployed, in binding up its wounds in the moft lenient manner that 
could be imagined. For, although no tax could be univerfally po- 
pular, none perhaps could have been more equal, and therefore, 
more tolerable than thofe, which have in fact been laid upon the 
public. : 

It is alfo to be obferved, to the honour of gentlemen in oppofi- 
tion to adminiitration, that they fairly acknowledged the neceflity 
of taxation, and appeared far above the meannefs of courting po- 
pularity, by throwing the odium of the taxes upon an individual. In 
both Houfes of Parliament, the moft ftrenuous oppofers of certain 
particular taxes, propofed others to be fubitituted in their room.— 
Thefe are pleafing proofs of candour, and genuine patriotif{m. 

But the threatened conduét of Mr. Pitt, refpecting the holders of 
navy, ordnance, and victualling bills, has not efcaped reproach ; and 
perhaps it is not wholly to be juflified. To this clafs of men he holds 
out certain terms, which he is to compell them to accept, * but which 
were devifed and formed, not with the concurrence of the parties 
eoncerned—not by an equal arbitration—but, by himfelf and thofe 
around him, who carry, as fure as fate, every vote in the prefent 
Parliament. Had he offered even an arbitrary equivalent in the 
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* Since writing this, we have been informed, that more unexe 
ceptionable terms have, on a reconfideration of the fubject, been 


diicred by Mr, Pitt to the holders of the bills. 
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funds, with the alternative of receiving the amount of the bills, j; 
cafe of that equivalent being rejected, his conduct would have bec, 
agreeable to the ftricteft rules of liberty and juttice. 

The defender of chartered rights, has not, in every inftance, paid 
due regard to public faith. The holders of ordnance bills feel that 
poignant refentment, which is excited by aéts of injuftice: It is even 
faid, that they entertain fome thoughts, of sebubie to accept the 


‘profered equivalent, and to throw themfelves on the juftice of 


their country. : 
It is alfo reported, that the tax on printed linens has excited 4 
fiame in Scotland. In the prefent relaxed ftate of government, in 


the vicinity of Ireland, the feat of licentioufnefs and uproar, and | 
where the linen manufacture finds the moft unbounded indulgence, | 


tional character, to fupport their objections with vigour. 


‘it is natural for the Scotch to objeét to this tax; and it is their na- 


It is probable, therefore, that this tax will be commuted for fome ; 
other, and furnifh a frefh inftance of that facility which government F 


or combination of the people. 
EAST INDIA BILL 
The fame fpirit of accommodation, which miniftry fhewed in the 


are obliged to fhew in all their dealings with every formidable clats F 


taxes, they have alfo exhibited in the feveral committees on the In- F 


dia Bill. Never did any bill undergo more effential alterations; 
and all of them favourable to the power of the Eaft India Company. 


graiping at power himielf, by devolving it into the hands of his 


‘The minifter has thought it good policy, to avoid the odium of . 


riends. On this facility of commution, we may remark, that it § 


forms adirect contraft to the bold and decided genius of Mr. Fox. 
who, having once framed a bill for the government of India, dc- 
clared that, with that bill his political power fhould ftand or fall. 

We may farther remark, that if Mr. Pitt’s bill pays greater court 
than Mr. Fox’s to the Eaft India Company, Mr. Fox’s extended 
more humanity to the oppreffed natives of Hindoftan. 

The relief which Mr. Pitt’s bill holds out to the Rajahs and Ze. 
mindars of India, is fo cautious, fo flow, fo partial and circumfcrib- 
ed, by what feems uppermoft in his mind, an attention to the rights 
and interefts of the company and their fervants, who have, and ca1 
eafily form, claims on thofe unhappy people, that they will in ail 
probability remain in the fame opprefied condition as formerly. 

The Judicature Bill, which eftablifhes a court of Inquifition, 1s 4 
proof, thatin Mr. Pitt’s judgment, as well asin Mr. Fox’s, our 
diftant dominions in Afia are not to be governed without an infufion 
of the fpirit of defpotifm. It is indeed difficult, if not impoffible, 
to unite the delays and checks of treedom, with that promputude 
and vigour of government, which are neceflary to controul, and to 
retain in fubjugation, fuch diftant and extenfive dominions. Mr. 
Pitt’s bill is too complex. It is enfeebled by its counterchecks. 
There is danger, left the divided jurifdiétion, between the new board 
and the court of directors, fhould prove an occafion of conftant delay, 
while it will, at the fame time, enable the one party to throw th 
blame of their mifconduét upon the other- Were it the intentio2 
of the Britith legiflature, to prefer the interefts of internal liberty © 


all other confiderations, and to beftow on the natives of Hindottan pe” 
ject 
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fe& freedom, or to fubject them to unqualified rag x a plain road, 
in either cafe would lie before them. But it is difficult to forma 
fyftem that fhall combine the regards of liberty and humanity with 
the views of avarice and ambition. 

SCOTCH CLERGY. 

The decifion of the Chancellor refpecting the augmentation of the 
clerical {tipends in Scotland is an object of confiderable importance, 
whether we confider it as an effect, or as a caufe; as an indication 
of thofe principles which are now uppermott at court; or as a mea- 
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| ® {ure tending materially to-influence the Scotch nation. The Pref- 
|} 4 byterian form of government founded in principles of equality, 
if) accords better with the fpirit of republicanifm, than with that 
; * of monarchy. The poverty too of the Scotch clergy, confpires with 


the equality of their ftations, to maintain that auftere virtue which 
is the very foul of republics, but which is inimical, equally to the 
-) | blandifhments and the tyranny of kings. The Enghth miniftry, 
+) | for many years backward, have entertained thoughts of {moothing 
, | | the fevere brow of Prefbyterianifm, by raifing a certain number of 
church livings to fuch a confiderable value, as might make them an 
 obje& of ambition to individuals among the clergy, and invite the 
1. fonsot refpectable and antient familiesintothechurch. Fluctuating 
» — | ideas of this kind, it isfaid, paffed like vifions, through the flumber- 
ing mind of Lord North, and would have been carried into effect, 
if fortune had favoured, by the active genius of Mr. Fox. Such 
of ©. ¢ftablifhments would have all the effect of bifhopricks and deanries 
i!) mEngland. Forthough Prefbyterian equality would ftill have been 
it. preferved, the inequality of fortune would have produced fubordin- 
x, pation of rank, and a degree of dependency of the poor clergy on 
- ) their rich neighbours. A general relaxation of manners would have 
» followed. ‘The influence of the crown would have been extended, 
ite and the church and people of Scotland, have been rendered even 
ed |) More obfequious, than they are now, tothe nod ofa minifter. Such 
was the ariftocratical plan of minifters, who have always been dif- 
Zs ——- by ariftocratical fentiments, and lately, by the famous 
‘bs fee ariltocratical coalition ! : 
hts Lord Thurlow, the fon of a clergyman, the conftant defender of the 
an fe. “ghts of the church, and the ftrenuous fupporter of the privileges 
all P. 2nd power of the crown, confults fome of his ftrongeft prepofleffions, 
when he invites the Scotch clergy, to appeal from the judgments of 
safe the-Court of Seffion, as Commiilioners of Teinds,®and confidently 
yur © bring forward their claims before the Houfe of Peers. The Judges 
ion Of the Court of Seffion at Edinburgh had made a decree, that no fti- 
sIc, fe Pend fhould be augmented, that had been augmented within a limit- 
ude J 4 time in the courfe of the prefent century. This arbitrary decree, 
to fe they confidered as irreverfible, becaufe, when they pronounced it, 
Mir. [er ‘bey fat in the character of a Committee of Parliament. The Chan- 
‘ks, [EP Cellor pays no regard to the determination of the numerous Senators 
yard of the college of juftice, who, being connected by various bonds 
lay, [ae ith the nobility and gentry of Scotland, lean more to that interett 
the ff than to the poorer orders of men, and often more than tothe caufe 
ion Of juftice. More than half the church livings in Scotland 
yto fm “Te in the giftof the crown, and in proportion as thefe livings 
: ave 


J ear Bape 














































86 National Affairs. 


are augmented, the patronage of the crown is increafed. The 

poverty, the leifure, the acutenefs, and the confidence of the Scotch 

clergy, will infallibly put. them upon fearching after claims; and 

we may expect an inundation of appeals to the Houfe of Peers. 
IRELAND. 

The part which the Irifh Volunteers took in the late mobs in Dub. E 
lin, fhews that they are not yet ripe for drawing the {word againf 
England. The Irifh nation have obtained what the kings and 
princes of the earth contend for, unbounded liberty of commerce ; 
yet they are ftill in arms upon pretence of eftablifhing internal free. 
dom, by a reformation of their parliament. They prefented an 
addrefs for this purpofe, and met with a repulfe Yet they 
ftill continue clattering their arms, crying, ‘* Reform our Parlia- 
ment.” In the mean time, they prudently fuffer every occafion of 
cémmitting hoftilities to efcape. This is an uncommon mixture of 

arade, ‘abfurdity, and moderation: The Volunteers ofsIreland are 
like fchool-boys who delight in imitating the military exercifes of 
regiments on field-days. Their amufement would be innocent, if 


. . . Ld bed . R 
it did not divert their minds from agriculture, manufactures, and oh 





commerce. It is faid too, that in refpeét to numbers, their chief “ 
ftrength, they are not fo formidable as they have been reprefented, At 
Upon paper they appear very numerous ; but, as in the affociations of 


and petitions that lately agitated and amufed England, the fame Ed 
names appeared under different petitions; fo in Ireland the fame 
perfons rank themfelves among the different corps of volunteers. Yet, 
if this playful, or turbulent difpofition, or whatever we pleafe to 
call it, be long continued, a juncture may arife in which it may be 
improved to the great detriment of Britain. Becaufe upon a rup- 
ture with France, French generals and French gold would, doubt- 
lefs, be employed in Ireland. 
PROJECTS OF THE MINISTY. , 

After fettling the taxes, framing new revenue laws, and fixing the 
government of India, Miniftry, it is faid, intend to perfevere in 
the active career ir which they have begun. Among other pro- 
jets, they have it in contemplation to colonize Nova Scotia, and 
to reduce that province, together with Canada, and St. ‘John’s 
Ifland, under one government, and to extend over the whole the 
hierarchy of the Church of England. The crown and watte lands 
will be made a fubject of ferious attention. And convicts, inttead 
of being fent to work on the river, will be tranfported to the inhof: 
pitable fhores of New Zealand. 
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